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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: !
| [X] Teletype ] Immediate ) TOP SECRET :
j [ Facsimile {3 Priority ) SECRET E
| [ 3 Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL ,
CJUNCLAS EFTO !
) UNCLAS 1
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FM ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC) G ereehrans
' Poxce 4 - LeudsN
TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) PRIORITY [ q ({ ‘('S
BT
UNCLAS

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

REFERENCE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA,
OCTOBER 18, 1978.

FBIHQ ADVISED IN REFERENCED TELEPHONE CALL THAT THE
HSCA HAD REQUESTED THAT THE BUREAU FURNISH THE NAMES OF ALL
THE SPECIAL AGENTS (SA'S) WHO WERE ASSTGNED TO HEADQUARTERS
OF THE ATLANTA FBI -OFFICE FROM JANUARY 1, 1967, THROUGH
APRIL, 1968.

PERSONNEL ADDRESS LISTS COVERING THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 1967,

THROUGH APRIL 30, 1968; AND THE FOLLOWING SA'S WERE NOTED AS

BEING ASSIGNED TO THE ATLANTA OFFICE DURING THAT PERIOD:

@-— Atlanta
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PAGE TWO AT (66-2242) UNCLAS

"SPECIAL AGENTS IN CHARGE, ASSISTANT SPECIAL AGENTS IN
CHARGE, AND SUPERVISORS":

FRANK V. HITT - SPECIAIL AGENT IN CHARGE

EUGENE H. STEWART - ASSISTANT SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

JACK KEITH - ASSISTANT SPECIAI. AGENT IN CHARGE

CHARLES S. HARDING (ASTERISK}

EDWARD T. KASSINGER

ANGELO M. ROBBE

"HEADQUARTERS CITY SA'S"

HILBERT ARPS (ASTERISK]

JOSEPH PATRICK AYERS

THOMAS J. BARRETT

JACK T. BEVERSTEIN (ASTERISKL

JAMES G. BOWEN

DENNIS A. BRAIDEN

DONALD P. BURGESS (ASTERISK}

RICHARD J. CIECKA

JOSEPH A. CIMINERA

CARL E. CLAIBORNE (ASTERISKL

WILLIAM D. COCHRAN
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PAGE THREE AT (66-2242) UNCLAS
WILLIAM E. COLOMBELL
DALE D. CONROY
KEITH D. COY
EDWARD G. CRIM (ASTERISKL
JOHN F. CUNNINGHAM (ASTERISK]
RICHARD H. DAVIS (ASTERISK]
MARC M. DIEHL
JAMES JOSEPH DOLAN (ASTERISKL
JOHN T. DOLAN
SPENCER J. DRAYTON
CHARLES S. DUKE (ASTERISK]L
SCOTT T. FENSTERMAKER
RICHARD E. FUGATT (ASTERISK]
GERALD J. GALLAGHER
CHARLES E. GALVIN
JOHN P. GRANFIELD
JAMES L. HAGUE
STEPHEN L. HALPIN
O. RICHARD HAMILTON (ASTERISKL

CHARLES T. HAYNES (ASTERISK]
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PAGE FOUR AT (66-2242) UNCLAS
KENNETH R. HEINEMAN
STANLEY T. JACOBSEN
JAMES O. JANNEY
ROGER L. KAAS
STANLEY R. KEEL
WILLIAM V. KENNEDY
ROBERT J. KOLEVAR
JOHN J. LANGSFELD
DAVID R. LASH
THOMAS E. LAVIN
HARRY L. LEE

U
JOHN F. LEGEK

ROBERT K. LEWIS

JAMES. F. LINK

LAWRENCE L. LYNCH

RONALD MADDEN

ROBERT L. MC FALL

RAYMOND J. MICHEL

ALDEN F. MILLER (ASTERISKYL

PAUL LEE MILLER

MWW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 5




PAGE FIVE AT (66-2242] UNCLAS
THOMAS H. MITCHELL, JR.
C. DALLAS MOBLEY
ARTHUR L. MURTAGH (ASTERISK)
ROBERT R. NICHOLS
RONALD R. NOEL
JOHN E. OGDEN
BRIAN FRANCIS O'SHEA
JOHN M., PALFI (ASTERISK]L
ROBERT GUNN PARKER
ROBERT R. PERRY
JAMES O. PONDER
JOHN P. QUINLAN
RICHARD D. RACKLEFF
THOMAS C. RENAGHAN
JOHN B. REYNOLDS
JAMES R. RIORDAN
DONALD V. RITENOUR, JR.
HUGH ROBINSON, JR.

PAUL W. ROEMER

CHARLES F. ROESNER (ASTERISKL
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PAGE SIX AT (66-2242) UNCLAS
JAMES J. ROSE (ASTERISK]
ALAN H. ROTTON
TERRY M. SCOTT
ALAN G. SENTINELLA (ASTERISK]
JACK B. SIMPSON
WILLIAM JOHN. SLICKS
| JOSEPH' E. SMITH
MICHAEL J. SOJA (ASTERISKI

FRANK R. SOUTHERLAND (ASTERISK)

RAYMOND F. SPOON

JOHN G. SULLIVAN

DONALD F. TACKITT

WILLIAM J. WATRY

WILLIAM B. WATTS

DONALD G. WILSON

GLENN L. YOUNG

' THE WORD ASTERISK WAS USED TO INDICATE THE NAMES OF

ATLANTA HEADQUARTERS SA'S WHO HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE

ATLANTA SECURITY SQUAD (NUMBER THREE SQUAD) DURING THE

PERIOD JANUARY, 1967, TO APRIL, 1968. SOME OF THESE

MW 65360 Docld:3298%802 Page 7
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PAGE SEVEN AT (66-2242] UNCLAS
AGENTS ON THE SECURITY SQUAD ONLY SERVED ON THIS SQUAD FOR
A PORTION OF THE ABOVE PERIOD, AND SOME OF THEM DID NOT
HANDLE SECURITY WORK, AS THIS SQUAD ALSO HANDLED OTHER
MATTERS.
BT
3
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FM ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC)

To DIRECTOR (62-117299) PRIORITY

BT | -

UNCLAS

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY, UNIT |
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS C(HSCA)

REFERENCE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA,
OCTOBER 18, 1978, C .

. FBINQ' ADVISED IN REFERENCED TELEPHONE CALL THAT THE
HSCA HAD REQUESTED THAT THE BUREAU FURNISH THE NAMES OF ALL
THE SPECIAL AGENTS (SA'S) WHO WERE ASSIGNED TO HEADQUARTERS
OF THE ATLANTA FBI OFFICE FROM JANUARY I, 1967, THROUGH
APRIL, 1968, “ '

AS A RESULT OF THE ABOVE, ATLANTA CHECKED THE ATLANTA
. PERSONNEL ADDRESS LISTS COVERING THE %Enxon JANUARY 1, 1967,
THROUGH APRIL 3@, 1968; AND THE FOLLOWING SA'S WERE;NOIED‘AS
BEING ASSIGNED ‘TO THE ATLANTA OFFICE DURING THAT PERIOD:
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PAGE TWO AT (66-2242) UNCLAS
"SPECIAL AGENTS IN CHARGE, ASSISTANT SPECIAL AGENTS IN
CHARGE, AND SUPERVISORS":
| FRANK V, HITT - SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE _
_EUGENE H. STEWART - ASSISTANT SPECIAL Aegnr'rn CHARGE
JACK KEITH - ASSISTANT SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE
CHARLES S. HARDING (ASTERISK) '
EDWARD T. KASSINGER
ANGELO M. ROBBE
_ "HEADQUARTERS CITY SA"S"
HILBERT ARPS (ASTERISK)
JOSEPH 'PATRICK AYERS
THOMAS J.-BARRETT
JACK T, BEVERSTEIN (ASTERISK)
JAMES G, BOWEN | i
DENNIS A. BRAIDEN
DONALD P, BURGESS (ASTERISK)
RICHARD J. CIECKA
JOSEPH A. CIMINERA
CARL E, CLAIBORNE (ASTERISK)
. WILLIAM D. COCHRAN
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PAGE THREE AT (66-2242) UNCLAS
WILLIAM E. COLOMBELL
DALE D, CONROY
KEITH D. CoY
EDVARD G. CRIM (ASTERISK)
JOHN F. CUNNINGHAM (ASTERISK)

RICQARD H., DAVIS (ASTERISK)
MARC M, DIEHL

"JAMES JOSEPH DOLAN (ASTERISK)
JOHN T. DOLAN |

SPENCER J. DRAYTON

CHARLES S, DUKE (ASTERISK)
SCOTT T. FENSTERMAKER

RICHARD E, FpGATT (ASTERISK)
GERALD J. GALLAGHER

CHARLES E, GALVIN

JOHN P, GRANFIELD

JAMES L. HAGUE

STEPHEN L, HALPIN

0. RICHARD HAMILTON (ASTERISK)
CHARLES T, HAYNES (ASTERISK)
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PAGE FOUR AT (66-2242) UNCLAS.

KENNETH R. HEINEMAW
STANLEY T., JACOBSEN
JAMES 0, JANNEY

) ROGER L. KAAS

STANLEY R, KEEL
WILLIAM V, KENNEDY
ROBERT J. KOLEVAR
JOHN J. LANGSFELD
DAVID R, LASH |
THOMAS E. LAVIN

HARRY L, LEE

JOHN F, LEUCK.
ROBERT K. LEWIS
JAMES F., LINK

'LAVRENCE L., LYNCH

RONALD MADDEN
ROBERT L. MC FALL

. RAYMOND J. MICHEL
ALDEN F, MILLER (ASTERISK)

PauL LEE MILLER




PAGE FIVE AT (66-2242) UNCLAS

THOMAS H. MITCHELL, JR.

C. DALLAS MOBLEY

ARTHUR L. MURTAGH (ASTERISK)
ROBERT R. NICHOLS

RONALD R, NOEL

JOHN E. OGDEN

BRIAN FRANCIS 0°SHEA

JOHN M, PALFI (ASTERISK)
ROBERT GUNN PARKER

ROBERT R. PERRY

JAMES 0. PONDER

JOHN P, QUINLAWN

RICHARD D. RACKLEFF

THOMAS C. RENAGHAN

JOHN B, REYNOLDS

JAMES R. RIORDAN

DONALD V. RITENOUR, JR.

HUGH ROBINSON, JR.

'PAUL W, ROEMER

CHARLES F. ROESNER (ASTERISK)
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PAGE SIX AT (66-2242) UNCLAS
" JAMES J. ROSE (ASTERISK)
ALAN H. ROTTON
TERRY M. SCOTT
ALAN G, SENTINELLA (ASTERISK)
"JACK B, SIMPSON
WILLIAM JOHN SLICKS
JOSEPH E. SMITH
MICHAEL J. SOJA (ASTERISK)
FRANK R. SOUTHERLAND (ASTERISk)
RAYMOND F, SPOON
JOHN @, SULLIVAN
DONALD F, TACKITT
WILLIAM J. WATRY ,
~w1LL1Aq B. WATTS ‘
DONALD G.. WILSON
GLENN L. YOUNG
THE WORD ASTERISK WAS USED TO INDICATE THE NAMES OF
ATLANTA HEADQUARTERS SA'S WHO HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE
ATLANTA SECURITY SQUAD ;NUMBéR‘THREE'SQUAD) DURING THE
PERIOD JANUARY, 1967, TO APRIL, 1968, SOME OF THESE
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PAGE SEVEN. AT (66-2242) UNCLAS
AGENTS ON THE SECURITY SQUAD ONLY SERVED ON THIS SQUAD FOR
A PORTION OF THE ABOVE PERIOD, AND SOME OF THEM DID NOT
HANDLE SECURITY WORK, AS THIS SQUAD ALSO HANDLED OTHER
MATTERS, '

BT
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T FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78)

? ~ » FBI i
| "TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :
&:] Teletype [ Immediate ] TOP SECRET I:
[J Facsimile (¥} Priority ] SECRET : 3

: - 537
(#¥) UNCLAS EF T O !
[Xi UNCLAS !
I
I

Date ,,,,9425/78, —

FM ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC} —
TO DIRECTOR (62-~117290) PRIORITY / 6 »3
BT

UNCLAS

{ 00— 3 Routine (C) CONFIDENTIAL
ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCAl. BUDED
SEPTEMBER 26, 1978.
RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO BIRMINGHAM ET AL, SEPTEMBER 19,
1978.
REFERENCED TELETYPE ADVISED THAT HSCA REQUESTED ACCESS
TO ALL BUREAU FILE MATERIAL AS WELL AS MATERIAL FROM THE
FIELD OFFICES OF BIRMINGHAM, JACKSON, ATLANTA, NEW ORLEANS &
i LOS ANGELES, ON THE CITIZENS COUNCIL OF AMERICA (CCA) FOR
THE YEARS 1967 - 1968. IT WAS NOTED THAT CCA WAS SEPARATE
FROM THE WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL. RECIPIENT OFFICES WERE
TO FURNISH TWO COPIES OF ANY COMMUNICATIONS MEETING THIS CRITERIZA.

ATLANTA INDICES LOCATED ONE MAIN FILE ON CCA COMPRISED OF

SEARCHED e ~ '
A /N i
— Atlanta ( 1-105~518)SWeiy, =
/D RS et /

e

N }W // (| o

—_—
Transmitted . '{5‘77 /6 7'{ Per 7//‘/
(Number) (Time)

“ B l7ZB /D0J
e pocasmenz pogers Ld—2eyR- BT

Approved: .




PAGE TWO- AT (66-2242) UNCLAS
ONE VOLUME, ATLANTA FILE 105-518, BUFILE 105-46604.

THERE ARE NO- COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINED IN THE FILE FOR
THE PERIOD 1967 - 1968.

BT
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VZCZCHQD141

RR BH JN AT NO LA

DE HQ 0141 2620145

ZNY EEEEE

R 192123Z SEP 78
FEIRECTOR FBI (62-117298)
TO FBI BIRMINGHAM ‘ROUTINE.
FBI JACKSON ROUTINE

FBI ATLANTA ROUTINE

FBI ‘NEW ORLEANS ROUTINE
FBI LOS" ANGELES ROUTINE

g et (R

UNCLA9 E F -
4

: 'HQU,SE ‘SELECT -COMMITTEE -ON- -ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)-
BUREAU DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 26, 1978. & !

THE HSCA, WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION oF '
JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., REQUESTED BY
LETTER DATED SEPTEWBER 12,1978, ACCESS TO ALL BUREAU FILE
‘MATERIAL AS WELL AS MATERIALSFRQﬁ THE FIELD -OFFICES OF
BIRMINGHAM, JACKSON, ATLANTA, NEW. ORLEANS AND. LOS ANGELES,

H 3\ THE CITIZENS "COUNCIL OF AMERICA FOR THE YEARS 1967-1968,

IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT THE CLTIZENS COUNCIL OF AMERICA IS A
_DOHD L

.&mmmmnégéaggFDZ;§5~

SEP1 1978
FBI—ATLANTA ~ /
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PAGE TWO DE HQ @141 UNCLAS EF T O
SEPARATE ORGANIZATION FROM THE WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL.
RECIPIENT OFFICES FURNISH FBI HEADQUARTERS TWO COPIES OF
ANY commuuchTxomaslxpa ABOVE CRIfERIA.rALL COPIES skOULD
BE CLEARLY LEGIBLE AND SHOULD BE SENT BY REGISTERED MAIL,
" MAILED TO THE ATTENTIONWQF?EEEFFONGRESSIONAL-INQUIRY;UN;T,

—

o “‘ B «
REEE?DS MANAGEMENT DIVISION.
BT
plal

NNNN

26301452 AT 1.
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VZCZCHEO 141

FR BH N AT HO LA

DT HO G141 2628145

1Y EEEEE

R 1521232 SEP 78
FEIRECTOR FBI (62~-117258)

T0 Fil BIRMINGHAN ROUTIHE - 7

FB1 JACKSON ROUTINZ '

FBL ATLAYTA ROUTINE . o &S;,éfazzz{/
FBI NEW ORLEANS ROUTINE <iii;§%/47%fi—

FE1 LOG ANUGELES ROUTINE

LICLAS E F T ©
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS CHSCA)

BUREAU DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 26, 1578,

T4E HSCA, WHICH IS IWVESTICATING THE ASSASSINATION OF
JOH% F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RECUESTED BY

| LETTER DATED SEPTEMSER 12, 1978, ACCESS TO ALL BUREAU FILE

MATERIAL ‘AS WELL AS MATERIAL FROM THE FIELD OFFIGES OF
BIRMING HAM, JACKSON, ATLANTA, NEW- ORLEANS AND LOS ANGELES,
Gi THE CITIZENS COUNCIL OF AWERICA FOR THE YEARS 1367-1968.
T 15 T0 BE JOTED THAT THE CITIZENS GOUNCIL OF AWERICA 18 A

SEARCHED e ANDEXED_____
SERIALIZED fIED

SEP1D
F&-#ﬂUJgﬁa

7
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PAGE TWO DE H@ 2141 UNCLAS E F T O

SEPARATE ORGANIZATION FROM THE WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL.
REGIPIENT OFFICES FURNISH FBI HEADQUARTERS TWO COPIES OF

AY COMMUNICATIOMEETING ABOVE-CRITERIA. ALL COPIES SHOULD

EE CLEARLY LEGIBLE A4D SHOULD BE SENT BY REGISTERED MAIL,

¥AILZD TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CONGRESSIONWAL INQUIRY UXIT,

RECORDS MANAGEMEST DIVISIOU. ’

&1

. 2141
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26331452 AT 1.
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VZCZCHQO 135
RR AT
DE HQ @185 2570109

ZNY EEEEE

R 142049 SEP 78

Fil DIRECTOR FBI (62-117298) . | J:)
To FBI ATLANTA ROUTINE ' sAc S 53‘6
BT _ ‘ |

UNCLAS EF T O . “ éé,z—z‘*fl

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
BUREAU DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 21, 1978,

THE HSCA, WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATIONS OF
PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., BY LETTER
DATED SEPTEMBER 8, 1978, REQUESTED DELIVERY (ON A LOAN BASIS)

OF THE ORIGINAL PIEDMONT LAUNDRY SLIP WHICH 1S BELIEVED T0 BE IN
THE POSSESSION OF THE ATLANTA FIELD OFFICE.

BUREAU INDICES SEARCH REVEALS THAT REQUESTED LAUNDRY
SLIPS ARE LOCATED IN ATLANTA MURKIN SERIAL 44-2386-1A28.

IN RESPONSE TO THE ABOVE REQUEST, ATLANTA SHOULD MARK
AFORESAID SERIAL AS EVIDENCE AND SUBMIT BY REGISTERED MAIL TO
FBI HEADQUARTERS WITH THE NOTATION "HAND CARRY TO SPECIAL AGENT
‘RICHARD C. BUSCHING, ROOM 8988, CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY v,

A A
(/"‘:gf o Y {"’*“’“: M’/S/é

¢ SEARCHED :
VN
CA :"Fm-qﬂﬁJgZB g

q s
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PAGE TWo DE HQ @105 UNCLAS EF T O

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION".
BT
5105
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VZCZOHRO 1 25
FR AT
DE HQ 2125 2578140
ZNY EEEEE
P 142045Z SEP 78
_F#t DIRECTOR FBI (62~117250)
TQ FB1 ATLAKTA ROUTINE
BT
USCLAS E F T 0O
HOUSE SELECT COMMITIEE ON ASSASSINATIONS CHSCA)
RUREAU DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 21, 197€.
| THE HSCA, WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATIONS OF
PRESIDENT JOKN F. KEHNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRey BY LETTER
DATED SEPTEMSER 8, 1978, REQUESTED DELIVERY (O A LOAR BASIS)
OF THE ORIGINAL PIEDMONT LAUNDRY SLIP WHICK IS BELIEVED T BE IN
THE POSSESSIQN OF THE ATLANTA FIELD OFFICE,
BUREAU INDICES SEARCH REVEALS THAT REQUESTED LAUNDRY
SLIPS ARE LOGATED IN ATLANTA MURKIN SERIAL 44-2386-1A28,
I8 RESPONSE TO THE ABOVE REQUEST, ATLANTA SHOULD MARK
AFORESAID SERIAL AS EVIDENCE AND SUBMIT BY REGISTERED MAIL TO

FB1 HEADQUARTERS WITH THE NOTATION "HAND CARRY T0" SPECIAL AGENT

RICHARD C, BUSCHING, ROOM £988, COMGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UﬂIT,

6. @w«/w «76.

smlAuzw’.,.__.Hé‘? e e e
SEP 141978
FBI—ATLANTA__

Z
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PAGE TWO DE HQ 0185 UNCLAS EF T O

PECORDS MAMAGEMENT DIVISIOH".
BT ’

8165

(MW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 25




8/14/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM ! SAC, ATLANTA (66--2242)

SUBJECT; HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS

ReButel call to Atlanta 8/11/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau are serials 921 through 955.
These serials cover the period from 3/1/68 to 6/1/68.

It is noted serial 306 was located between serials
937 and 938, however, it falls within the period of 3/1/6€8
to 6/1/68.

2 - Bureau (Enc. 35)
s - Atlanta

3) ‘-
e = T S -
; ,/ ' : SEARCHED Zpr
. §%.1 v n ‘:é‘e/:., ~ .
Y ; o
ts P e
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| » FBI L

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE:: CLASSIFICATION:

P

NW 65360 Docld:3298%9802 Page 27

(] Airtel

UNCLAS

@— Atlanta INDEKED i /
BAS:rs FILED_ /// be é H’Gp(
) 7~ - _

(] Routine (] CONFIDENTIAL
CJEFTO
£ GIEER UNCLAS
Date ___ ,6,/19L7§, I

I
|
I
I
i .
I
. TORT I
K] Teletype - diste__ ] TOP SECRET ' ]7
) Facsimile (X} Priority __ (1 SECRET :
1
1
1
|
I
|
I
1
1

FM ATLANTA (66-2242) (P)
TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) PRIORITY

BT

ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT
DIVISION.
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). BUDED:
JUNE 19, 1978.

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO NUMEROUS OFFICES INCLUDING ATLANTA,
JUNE 14, 1978.

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE. INDICATED TH!E THE HSCA WANTED
THE FIELD OFFICE FILES ON THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL
COUNCIL FOR THE PERIOD 1956-1978 FROM ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM,
JACKSON, KNOXVILLE, LOUISVILLE, MEMPHIS, MIAMI, NEW ORLEANS,
SAINT LOUIS, AND WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE. AS A RESULT,
RECIPIENT OFFICES WERE REQUESTED TO SEARCH FOR ANY FILES OR

NPT AAZNIL AN

©hryrass IBARR
REFERENCES ON. THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL FOR THE
. P, Fe
SEARCHED___, LG -Z% %Z -
SERIALIZED W c é
[ . CAA

o

(1es

Approved:

I~
, -
' B ('N-
Transmitted _ 7 '7,"“') ! S‘i) - Per
(Number) (Time)




PAGE TWO AT (66-2242) UNCLAS
PERIOD 1956-1978.

ATLANTA'S INDICES WERE NEGATIVE FOR THE SOUTHERN STATES
INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL.
BT

#
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PTITT2 11615352
PP HO
DE AT
P 1915352 JUb 78

P ATLANTA  (§6-2242) (P)
T0 DIRECTOR (£2-117293) PRIORITY
BT |
URCLAS .
ATTH: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, PECORDS MANAGEMENT
DIVISINN, *

HOUSE SFLECT COMNITTEE 0N ASSASSINATIONS CHSCAY 4 BUDED: |
JUNE 19, 1978,
RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO NUMEROUS OFFICES 18CLUDING ATLANTA,

JUNE 14, 1978, .

. REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE INDICATED THAT THE HSCA WANTED
THE FIZLD OFFICE FILES 04 THE SOUTHERY STATES INDUSTRIAL
COUNCIL FOR THE PERIOD 1956-1973 FROM ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM,
JACKSON, KNOXVILLE, LOUISVILLE, MEMPHIS, MIAMI, NEW ORLEAXS,
SAINT LOUIS, AND WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE. A5 A RESULT,
RECIPIENT OFFICES WERE RECUESTED TO SEARCH FOR ANY FILES OR
REFERENCES 0 THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL FOR THE.

ppEEses)
SEARCHED

SERIALIEED ,4.;/

ihDE AL
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PAGE TUO AT (66-2242) UNCLAS
PERIOD 1956-1978,

ATLANTA'S IRDICES NEHE HEGATIVE FOR THE SOUTHERN STATES
INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL.
BT
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DE WG 2055 1837149 |
Z Yy vEFEE - o '
0 1422267 JUY 78 - F :
FM DIRECTSR FBI (62-14728@).
T0 FBI ATLAVTA TMAEDIATE |
L , 3 .
F&1 BIRMI{GHAM IA@EDIATE 3 - | &
FEI JACK3OW IMUENIATE  © - o ;; — ,_' o
FBI K OXVILLE IMMENIATE . . |- 0 |
. ' - . v .. Af\ﬂﬂ‘-\(}\ \f\dus't(‘-"‘
FEI LOUISVILLE IS4MENIATE . .
) . o - ’ . e:, . . QU*AC\\—' ‘ |
FBI MEUPHIZ INAEDIATE o o ﬂ,( o f
. FBI A1AM] TAMERIATE N 3 o -
' 2 R X \ c\Ou' \
CFBITY CRLEAYS THAED xaxh, F | Indue T O wARer,
N h ' ‘ 1 ‘Soulresn States.
&BI-?Tf LZUTS TMEDIATE ' : oo e cefs
FBY wATHI GTOQN FIELD OFF!-CE Ir%énmj.’n.,n: X ' )
T S C Ex S
BT R :
’ ) f ~
U CLa® D F T K '
. 22 4 2. .
. KOUrT SSLECT cnmmxr £E A% ASSAS ;ATIONG (H$GA) - |
N"CA, BY LETTER SATEN "JUNE 2; 1978, R,'usthn THAT THF .
FIEL" FFILE FILES 0% IﬁE‘Zourﬂzﬁv STATRHA I&bﬁSTRIﬁL councrL | T
" FOR THE PERIO" 1956-1976 FROM Atnijpz?uxamxwaﬂa%. Jaqusos,’ N ¥

FBl—ATLANTA

1 } . y - ‘ ’ |
0 @‘l\ R . _ ‘!’ . ) ’ i . ¥
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X WOKVILLE, LOUISVILLE, ﬁEHPHIS, HIRMI, WEN GQLEAN ; QT LOJIS,'~Q

1D GASHI 610y FIELD OFFICE, BE PROVIDED OR: A PRIORITY BASIS,

RECEIVIHE ' OFF1CES ARE’ Rmumrzp ro SEARCH ron ANY F!.LE

'OR REFERENCES 0N THE SOUTHERN STATES Iunurmm COUNCIL ma THE
| Pszmm 1956=1578, ANY' mrrmm womm oH THIS susam m{auw

A'D DOE COPY FUW‘HSHE’) 'ro a1 HEQDCUAWTE&;, L

%T;ET?IG&:'COHQR a7 OﬂhL 1“@UIRY U IT QECOFH MéNAGEM&ﬂIu _
ﬁIUI?iﬂﬂy.SY,CLG E-OF 3““1”&55 JUHE 1%, 1978. S o
wes - e
: ~
S
. b _ N
. i o
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DE HQ @085 1652149

' Z"Y EEEEE -

0 1420267 JUN 78 : .
FM DIRECTOR FBI (62-117298)

TO FBI ATLANTA THMMEDIATE

FBI BIRNINGHAM IHMHEDIATE

FBI JACKSON IMHEDIATE

FBI K“0XVILLE IMMEDIATE -

FBI LOUISVILLE IMMEDIATE

FBI MEWPHIS IMMEDIATE

FBI MIAMI IMMEDIATE

FBI EW ORLEANS IMMEDIATE

FBI ST. LOUIS IMMEDIATE

FBI WASHI'GTON FIELD.OFFICE IMMEDIATE
BT

UICLAS EF T O

“HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSC
HSCA, BY LETTER DATED JUNE 12, 1978,/REQUESTED THAT THE
FIELD OFFICE FILES ON THE SOUTHERN ST4AES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL

FOR THE PERIOD 1956-1978 FROM ATLANPA, BIRMINGHAM, JACKSON,

YA
v
p) >

G Ham = A
SEARGHED _2——NDERE
‘ﬁmmugm:ﬂxﬁﬂﬁ?

FBl——ATLANTA

ld: 32889802 Page 33
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KIOXVILLE, LOUISVILLE, MEWMPHIS, HMIAMI, NEW ORLEANQ, ST. LOUIS,

AID WASHINGTOM FIELD OFFICE, BE PROVIDED ON A PRIORITY BASIS.
RECEIVING OFFICES ARE REQUESTED TO SEARPH FOR ANY FILES

OR REFEREMCES ON THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSfRIAL COUNCIL FOR THE

PERIOD 1956-1978. ANY MATERIAL LOCATED ON THIS SUBJECT SHOQLD

BE DURLICATED AND ONE COPY FURNISHED TO FBI HEADQUARTERS,
ATTE™TION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY U IT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT
DIVISION, BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS JUNE 19, 1978,
BT | '

0085

DR
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6/7/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAIL IMQUIRY UNIT
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
BUDED: 6/12/78

Re Bureau letter to Albany, et al, 8/25/67, captioned,
"COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST ~ HATE GROUPS,
INTERNAL SECURITY"; Bureau airtel to Albany, et al, 3/4/68,
captioned, "COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST -
HATE GROUPS, RACIAL INTELLIGENOE", and Bureau teletype to
numerous offices including Atlanta, 6/5/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau are 2 xerox copies each of
2 Atlanta communications as requested by FBIHQ in connection
with captioned matter,

Referenced FBIHQ communications of 8/25/67 and 3/4/68,
; relative to the Counterintelligence Program (Cointelpro),
| Black Nationalist Hate Groups, instructed recipients to
Institute a Cointelpro agalinst militant Black Nationalist
Hate Groups; also to set up a control file for this purpose
and to make periodic reports to the Bureau relative to
Cointelpro suggestions dealing with this matter.

FBIHQ in referenced teletype of 6/5/78, pointed out
that the HSCA, which 1is investigating the assassination of
JOHN F. KENNEDY and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., had requested that
recipient offices! files be searched and all reports, letterhead

s

Bureau (Enc. 4)

At(11,33t26~22u2) (HSCA) (Enc. 1) /J»W 3P

(1 - 100-7182) (Cointelpro - Black Nationalist

g Hate Groups) (Enc. 1) SEARCHED
EAS/sm ) -
() \ 2o 550%_“_ ,
/ % L‘-)».-U
ElD_/ﬁVZ@///
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AT 662242

memoranda, airtels, letters and teletypes concerning MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., or the Southérn Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) submltted pursuant to referencéd FBI
.communications of 8/25/67 and 3/4/68, up to -and including
12/31/68, be furnished to the HSCA.

FBIHQ also indicated that Bureau files had beén
partially processed in response to a similar request, but
to insure completeness and thoroughness each recipient
office was to furnish FBIHQ two xerox c¢oples of any
communication meeting the above mentioned criteria.

Atlanta has reviewed 1ts Cointelpro, Black -
Nationalist -~ Hate Groups ‘file (Atlanta file #100~-7182)
and 2 xeérox coples of the following Atlanta communications
are being furnished to FBIHQ:

(1) Atlanta airtel to FBIHQ, 3/18/68, captioned,
"COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST -~ HATE GROUPS,
RACIAL INTELLIGENCE (wASHINGTON SPRING PROJECTY"™. (Atlanta
serial 100=7182-4),

(2) Atlanta airtel to FBIHQ, 4/30/68, captioned,
“COUNTERINTELLIGENGE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST ~ HATE GROUPS,
RACTIAL INTELLIGENCE", (This communication set forth the name
of the agent designated by the Atlanta Office as coordinating
agent for the program but thére was nothing in this airtel
pertaining to MARTIN.LUTHER KING, JR., or the SCLC). (Atlanta
serial 100-7182-9),

This Atlanta control file contained no other
communications prepvared by Atlanta dealing with any Cointelpro

activities directed against MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., or the
SCLC. :

' NV 65360 Docld:32989802 _F’age 36
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AIRTEL 7 AIRMANL , 3
| e
70:. DIBICIOR, TR {100-44800G) ' ¥
PRON:  SAC, ATLANTA (260-7182) :

Vi

A

COTNTER THTELLIGINCE PROGRAY . .
RLACK FATIORALIST w HATE GROUPS =
RACIAL INTELLIGINCE

(HA SKINGTON SPRYNG PROJECT)

-

2o mau ai.rtez +o Ablsnte 3/14/68,

Balsinore’s sugrestion of utilizing & amgmn
to depiet tha spsevent Rllinncs beiweon SCIC fnd the HOX
han, s the Burenu noted, dofiniio meriy. Howayex Ablants
iz of tho opinion the Mn‘ean’s suggestion of & periinent
newgpapor arsicle i3 sore fgproprinite under the sircumstanees
and wmight lond itself o widew glrculation tian 4 curtoon,
The lmpaet on BXRG of printed maiter is npt to be greatex than ..
matorial presonted ,m & cfirtoon o mdier ixmfz skiiiivily i'%: m:xy ey
e presented. | . L g

P m:a/w znm met with BLISAH memu im *am :
latier's resldanne in Chichge for the purpese of énlisting . - Bl
C SUEAIBADYm 2id in fighiing Chicapgo slww conditions. Aflian ta'a faeil g
» highiy confidentinl scuvcen b that Time never develsped Ruy. .
poriinons m*‘awmtiszz deseribing RIRG's redotion Bo o
. svdluntion of this meeting. Chichge sources reporiaed the

HeOTing Wi :m%: puceaszfal in devaloping any muiuhlisy

oy cooperation meinly hossugw of roligions andg philas&p&ica},

differoicen hetveon KING and BUEANAD. In pardlowlar

§870~8 yveparied BUBAMEASL assentinily agresd to 'kzhgzmﬁé'ﬁ ing

ier pu‘aucﬁ_’sy perposes and wig gratified that EING esme to
iy,

It is usted th % guring an SCLC mi;rea‘i: 3&2& ia
Atinnga in ¢he middie ef Janusry 1988 reparding the WER
KIXG stressed that obiaining jobz or incone foxr Hegroes
wouid yepresendt f4 mere fyactien of thaﬁ whick Smoxish owes ..

3w Burems (RM) Ettantd @0 zea-msz} L E
1w Paltimore (187~2520) {(Ri) {z. - 15?-2324) - ST e

1~ Chicagoe (BE} o A?S:,Jk% o 2
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AT 100-7182
100718

-

the Negro throughout its history. - B2 declared Jmerich

owas an incaleuisble sum to the Heprs who throughout

his long yeurs of imvelunitary servitude labored feo bufld
thiz country. This lsnguage alrost suggpestis soens dogrea of
agherence to tenchiags of RLIJAH MEAMNADL, :

¥t is swrgested the proposad pnbiicé:ky'mighﬁ b

T slanted {o coavey the thought thak the eppavent alliinnce

hetween SCIC apd the ¥OI posgibly prow out of the Former
meeting hetween SING and ZUHAKMNAD; that in conncction with o
the VEP SCIC iz Ypushing™ the HOI in Daltimore. Thism, of )
conrse, would yaise o questicn w8 t4 the sincerity of XIN6's . L |
curgent gtatowmonts that the WSP iz (o De basod on honvisclent 1 oo
techrigues beocruze the positien of the HOI téward the white
man is brsically one of aanihiistion, '

i, While KING is cur¥ently secking the cooperation of §
othor organizations to assist with SCLC's WSP he has shown np
willingness to use SCLC o sssist any other organizaticn.

In affort to Pinance the WSP, SCLC plians {o seek s
sinancial contributions from Negro churches. Establishing =
the thought of an alliance withitho NOI which im opposed to
Christianity may well Giscourage o favorable reactien on the
part of some Negra churches.

It is felt KIHG's reaction to the proposed technique
would he positive f£or dounteriprelligencs PUrpOSes. RING e
considers himself a. devotes & the nonviclent philosophles (

of the late HMADATMA GANDHI.To publicly aligm him and/or SCIC .-~
with tho NOI should trouble him on this basis. It is RN
further conceivable that MUHAMMAD nay scee Lit te respond to this 7

publicly which should embarrass KING farther. o
- . i
: . Om 3/14/68 AT 1387~% advised RALPH D, ABERNATHY . e
vice Dresident apd Treasurer, SCLC, had rascntly commonted b

he felt the SCLC staff employeces assigned to Baliimore fox
¥8P recruiiment were inexperienced and net taking advaniage
of opportunities available te them (not explained). This
might indicnte & curreat weakness inm the SCLO organization in
Baltimore and that the proposcd technigue iz timely.

2
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——— . r Date: 4/30/68

Transmit the following in S
(Type in plaintext or code)

. * ! .
e
N -

(2) Tte Atlanta Division has two main black national-
ist movements. They are: SNCC, with approximately 15 active
members and possibly 25-35 partially active members; and NOI,. o
which maintains a Mosque in Atlanta having membership of about. o
75 to 125, with as many as 160 to 150 people appearing for some :
cf the open meetings.

Vig AIRTEL  AIRMAIL . :
: (Priority) W '
e e e L. o
, . . <
 TO : DIRECTGR, FBI -(100-448006) I f;gf/'
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (100-7182) (P)
SUBJECT: COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM
. BLACK NATIONALIST -~ HATE GROUPS , T
RACIAL INTELLIGENCE el
ReBuairtel to Albany and other offlces, 3/4/68 )
\ (1) SA EDWARD U, CRIM has been designated by the 3
Atlanta Office as coordinating agent for this program. i
B . ey x - S
i

It is estimated that Atlanta SNCC oIflce has very
great potential, and that NOI has very little potential, for
violence, based on information available to Atlanta at .this
~ . time,

The following subjects of the Agitator Index are
considered militant black nationalists and migh%t, in the”
future, be considered targets for counterintelligence action
because of their propensity for violence:

H. RAP BROWN (background not being set out
inasmuch as it is felt BROWN is widély known
to all perscns handling thls program within
the Bureau)

3 - Bureau (RM) ) //ﬂ" 7<‘ﬂ'{’“ 7

Atlanta
ILM:met

(5)

A-pproved: 6/\/’1/4'/ Sent

NV 65360 Docld:32089802PahAgant in Charge




AT 100-7182

STANLEY LE ROY WISE . o
Executive ‘Secretary of SNCC e

WILLIE RICKS L
Field Secretary of SNCC worklng out of the .~
Atlanta Office . .

RALPH EDWARD FEATHERSTONE

Program Director for SNCC - S
(It is noted FEATHERSTONE recently visited.‘
Cuba) o

JOHN HENRY MORRIS, aka Johnny Shabazz, o
Minister of Muhammad's Mosque #15, NOI, in Atlanta
(Atlanta hs received reports of MORRIS' : .
having some contact with SNCC people and dating
ETHEL MINOR, an SNCC functlonary in Atlanta)

(3) SNCC is considered of such potential danger
as to warrant consideration for current counterintelligence
action. This is based on information received concerning
SNCC's purposes, which have been flatly stated as "to cheate
chaos within the Uniteéd States seo that the white populablon
can be bLought to its knees." .

4) Atlanta is submitting no overall suggestions'
for counterintelligence action at this time. e .

(5) Atlanta will submit by separate letter sug-

gestions for counterintelligence actlon against SNCC in
the immediate future.

LEAD:

ATLANTA

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Submit separate letter with suggestions for
counterintelllgence action against SNCC, as suggested
in Paragraph 5 page 5 of referenced airtel. .

MWW 65360 Dncld:?;ﬁZ‘B&‘BB;Eﬁ Page 40
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VZCZCHQOBE5

RR AL AT BA BH BS BU CE CG CI CV DN DE HO IP JN JK KC LA -
ME MM MI MP MO NK NH NO NY OM PH PX PG PD RH SC SL 'SD SF SE SI
TP F |

DE HQ 0085 1562244 .
ZNY EEEEE

R 952165 JUN 78

FM DIRECTOR FB (62 117298)

TO FBI ALBANY

FBI ATLANTA

FBI BALTIMORE

FBI BIRMINGHAM

FBI BOSTON

FBI BUFFALO

FBI CHARLOTTE

FBI CHICAGO

FBI CINCINNATI

FBI CLEVELAND

FBL DENVER . 40 - 03025424 ~3/
FBI DETROIT Wéﬁ;

FBI HOUSTON | | gg!_‘l_mmgz\&

FBI INDIANAPOLIS
FBI JACKSON

FBI JACKSONVILLE

|, NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 41




PAGE TWO DE H@ @@85 UNCLAS EFTO

. FBI
FBI
FBS
FBI
FBb
FB1
FBI
FBI
FBI
FBI
FBS
.y

BT

FBI
FBI
FBI

FBI

FBI
FBI
FBI

e "' ‘.'

KANSAS CITY '
LOS ANGELES

MEMPHIS

MIAWI

MILVAUKEE

MINNEAPOLIS

MOBILE

NEWARK

NEW HAVEN

NEV ORLEANS

NEW YORK

OMAHA : -
PHILADELPHIA |
PHOENIX

PITTSBURGH

PORTLAND

RICHMOND

SACRAMENTO

SAN DIEGO

SAN FRANCISCO

MW 65360 Docld:32983802 Page 42




PAGE THREE DE HQ @885 UNCLAS E F T 0

L FBT SEATTLE

FBI SPRINGFIELD

FBI ST. LOUIS

FBI TAMPA

FBI WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE

BT
_UNCLAS EF T O

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

BUDED JUNE 12, 1978. )

RE: BULET TO ALéANY, ET AL, AUGUST 25, 1967, CAPTIONED
"COUNTERINIELLIéENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST-HATE GROUPS,
INTERNAL SECURITY" ' AND "BUAIRTEL TO ALBANY, ET AL, MARCH 4,
1968, CAPTIONED "COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATION-
'ALISI}HATE GROUPS, RACIAL INTELLIGENCE".

THE HSCA WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION OF

JOHN F, KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., NOTING THAT
REFERENCED COMMUNICATIONS ASKED RECIPIENT OFFICES TO MAKE
PERIODIC REPORTS T0O THE BUREAU, HAS R'EQUESTED THAT RECIP'IENT
FIELD OFFICE FILES BE SEARCHED AND ALL REPORTS, LETTERHEAD

; MEMORANDA, AIRTELé, LETTERS AND TELETYPES CONCERNiNG

_MW£mame¢$wm@1£g@£L
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PAGE FOUR DE H@ @©85 UNCLAS EF T 0
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., OR THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
B LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO. REFERENCED
" COMMUNICATIONS up TO "AND INCLﬁDING DECEMBER 31, 1968, BE
PREPARED FOR DELIVERY.
_ THE HSCA REQUESTED THAT OUR RESPONSE IN THIS MATTER BE

GIVEN TOP PRIORTY OVER ALL OTHER ASPECTS OF KING INVESTIGATION.

FBI HEADQUARTERS (FBIHQ FILES HAVE BEEN PARTIALLY
PROCESSED IN RESPONSE TO A SIMILAR REQUEST, BUT TO. INSURE
COMPLETENESS. AND THOROUGHNESS, EACH RECIPIENT OFFICE FURNISH
FBIHQ TWO XEROX COPIES OF ANY COMMUNICATION MEETING ABOVE
CRITER{A._COPY SHOULD REACH FBIHQ BY JQNE 12, 1978,

ALL COPIES SHOULD BE CLEARLY LEGIBLE AND SHOULD BE SENT
REG ISTERED MAIL,’MAILED‘TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL
INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION, ANY QUESTIONS CAN
BE RESOLVED BY CONTACTING SUPERVISOR RICKARD C. BUSCHING,
EXTENTION 3685, ‘ '

RECIPIENT OFFICES HAVING NO. COMMUNICATION MEETING CRITERIA
ARE TO SO NOTIFY FBIHQ. '
BT “
6885

lumi_ﬁﬁﬂfﬁﬂ_ : 02 Pagedd ) . »
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TP WF

‘DE HQ A335 1560244

- ZYY FIFSE '
R OE52195Z JUM 78 _
F* DIRECTOR F3 (€2 117298
7 FBI ALBAHY -
FA1 ATLAYTA éé'ﬂﬁ >
FET BALTINORE - - :

I RIPATNGHAM

FBI GOSTOY
FAI BUFFeLO
FBI CHARLNTTE
FRI CHICAZO
FRI CINCINGATI
FBI CLEVELAND

FEI DENVER \ ,
FBI DETROIT , YA :
SEARCHEDZ _
FBI HOUSTOY : \ﬁmmunwkxv/ﬂugxﬁ&ikr
' ' JUN &
FBI IFDIANAPOLIS Fm_4ﬂug§{8

|
. " »
l FET JACKSON m'g’
|
|

FEI JACKSONVILLE /)ﬂﬁﬁéi"z
G [~
¥

N
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PAGE TWO DE HQ 0085 UNCLAS ¥ F T O
F31 KAYSAS CITY

FBI LOS ANGELES

FBS MENPHIS

FBI MIAMI

FE~ MILWAUKEE

FBI MIYUEAPOLIS

FBI MCBILE

FBI NEWARK

FRI ¥EY HAVEY

FGI HEW DRLEAHS

Fas dEW Yomux

FB* NIAHA

FBI PHILADELPHIA .
FRI PHOEMIX “

FBI PITTSBURGH

FEI PORTLAYD

FEI RICHMOHD

FBI SACRAMEMTO

FBI SAN DIERQ -
FBI SAY FRaNCISCO
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FAGE THREE DT MQ #0735 UNCLAS EFTO
FB1 SEATTLE ‘
FRI1 SPRINGFIELD
FRI 8T, LOUIS
FBI TAMPA
F2I WASKIWGTOH FIELD OFFICE
BT '
W4CLAS EF T 0 '
HOWSE SELECT COMMITIEE QN ASCASSINATIONS CHSCA)
BUDED JUNE 12, 197%. C
RE: BULTT TO ALBANY, ET AL, AUGUST 25, 1967, CAPTIONED
“COUNTFRINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST-HATE GROUPS,

INTERMAL SECURITY" AND "BUAIRTEL TO ALBANY, ET AL, MARCH 4, 7

1962, CAPTINYED " COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATION-
AL IST-HATE GROUPS, RACIAL INTELLIGENCE", " N
THE HSCA WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSACSINATION OF
JIHE F, WEUNEDY AMD MARTIN LUTHER KIRC, JR., "OTING THAT
RTFEREACED COMMURICATIONS ASKED PRCIPIZNT OFFICTS TO ®AKE
PERIODIC REPGPTS T0 THE BUREAV, HAS RFCUESTED THAT RECIPIENT
FIELO OFFICE FILES BE SEARCHED AND ALL RFPORTS, LETTERHEAD
ME¥QTANDA, AIRTELS, LETTERS AND TFLETYPES CONCERNING

/“

|3
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PASE FOUR DE HO 9025 UNCLAS £ F T D
DR. YARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., OR THT SOUTHERNM CHP ISTIAN
LEADFREHIP CONFERENCF (SCLC) SUTMITTRD PHRSUANT TO ?FFERFNCED
COMMUNICATIOAS UP T0 AND INCLUDING DECTM3ER 31, 1968, BE

PREPAPE) FOR DELIVERY, ' '

THT HSCh REQUESTED THAT OUR ~ESPONSE T4 THIS MATTER BE
GIVEH AP PRIORTY OVER ALL OTHER AEPECTS OF KING INVESTIZATION.

FBI H"ADPUA”TEPa (FBIN® FILFS hAVF BEEY FAHTIALLY
PROCESSED 1N RESFONSE T0 A SIMILAP REQUEST, BUT 19 INSURE
COMPLETENESS AND. THORNUGHNESS, EACH RECIPIENT OFFICE' FURNISH
FBIKG TYO XERDX COPIES OF ANY CONMYUNICATION WEETING ABOVE
CRITEPIA. COPY SHOULD REAcK (BINQ BY JUNE 12, 1974,

ALL CAPIES SHOULD BE CLEARLY LEGIELE AND SKOULD BE SENT

REG ISTERED MAIL, ﬁAILEﬁ To THE ATTENTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL
INCUIRY UNHIT, RECORDS ﬁ&ﬁhQEﬁEHT DIVISION, ANY AUESTIONZ CAl
PE RESOLVED BY CONTACTING SUPFERVILO® PICHARD C. BUSCHING,
EXTENTIn' A€E5,

FECIPIESNT QFFICES HAVING KO TOMMUNICATION MEETING CRITERIA
#RE TO SO NOTIFY FBIHAQ. |
ET

- a2F5
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TRANSMIT VIA: _____alrtel

PRECEDENCE:

CLASSIFICATION:

SAC, Atlanta (66-2242)

From : Director, FBI (62-117290)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

RE: Atlanta airtel to Bureau, U4/14/78.

Enclosed for Atlanta Division 1s one envelope
containing latent fingerprints furnished by Atlanta in
referenced airtel.

Latent fingerprints furnished by Atlanta in
referenced alrtel have been copled and are being returned
herewith.

“ ‘ P
Enclosure — }&Jﬁa/uﬂuu/ gZo ?’/ﬁ—/-o&fo/’é.- /A 7
Py

{This line for LEFT MARGIN.)
(Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.)

cpr 2y 36
L ‘%t:/ﬁ‘;)

(Do niot type below this line.)

Bz

REC2G 0TS
Fil e ,E;T"lf‘ wra

/ h ¢
. FB1/DOJ
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airtel

L

April 21, 1978

To: SAC, Atlanta (66-2242)

From : Director, FBI (62-117290)
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE

Ol ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

RE: Atlanta ailrtel to Bureau, 4/14/78.

> Enclosed for Atlanta Division is one envelope
containing latent fingerprints furnished by Atlanta in
referenced ailrtel.

Latent fingerprints furnished by Atlanta in
referenced airtel have been copled and are being returned
herewith.

” o s Ak
Enclosure . L\“%(x%ou'{ o s - per L




4/20/78

'

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

FROM: SAC,; ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
BUDED 4/21/78

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta, Los Andeles, and
Memphis, 3/29/78; Bureau telephone call to Atlanta, 3/31/78'
and Atlanta letter to FBIHQ, 4/11/78.

By 'separate packade, Atlanta is sendlng FBIHQ xéroxed
copies of 74 volumes of -documents that were in the Atlanta
file on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 100-5586 as requested by
FBIHQ.

Referenced Bureau teletype had indicated that in
connection with the investigation ‘into the assassination of
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., the HSCA had requested access to
various field office files, 1ncludlng the entire Atlanta
sécurity file concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., (Atlanta
file 100~5586). ©One legible copy of each document in this
Atlanta file was to be furnished to FBIHQ.

2-Bureau
ackage. ) oo
tlanta ~ ; o rereeanpgg,
(1 - 66=2242) ] .
(1 - 10045586) ’ ‘ ; CT

» 2 e &

; SEARCHED )
(5) sz < et n

Biné .o

A
pLED/ P L

2 : l‘ /
LE 224 4 F]
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AT 66-2242

The Bureau also advised Atlanta in referenced
Bureau telephone call, that the HSCA wanted Atlanta to
first furnish those documents in KING's Atlanta security
file that covered the period 1/1/68 through 4/30/68, and

when these were xeroxed, they Were to be sent to FBIHQ right

away. When this phase was completed, then the remaining
documents in KING's Atlanta file were to be xeroxed and sent
to FBIHQ.

The Atlanta file on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,

consisted of 81 volumes and the documents in this file

covering the perlod 1/1/68 through 4/30/68 were in volumes

74 through 80, Since the KING file only .contained 81 volumes,
Atlanta submitted volumes 74 through 81 with referénced Atlanta
letter to FBIHQ, 4/11/78.

One xerox copy of ‘the following volumes of the

Atlanta file on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., are belng sent

to FBIHQ at this time:

Serial Numbers
shipped in volume
or serials not
: accounted for on list
em of serials removed

Volumeq. . .Serials in volume from that volunme.

1) 100-5586 1a-1 through None
1A exhlblts 1a-38

2)  100-5586 ' 1-100 None
Volume 1

3) 100-5586 101 - 175 None
Volume 2

4) 1.00-5586 176 - 255 = None
-Volume 3 ‘

5] 100-5586 256 -~ 334 - ‘ None
Volume 4

6) 100-5586 335 - 389 None
Volume 5

- -
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AT 66-2242
Serial Numbers
shipped in volume
of serials not
accounted for on list
] of serials removed
‘Volume. Serials in volume . from.that volume.
7)  100-5586 390 ~ 447 None
Volume 6
8) 100-5586 448~ 524 $470, 495, 496 & 514
Volume 7
9) 100=5586 525 - 578 None
Volume 8
10) 100-5586 579 - 640 #600
Volume 9
11).  100-5586 541 - 710 None
Volume 10
12) 100-5586 711 - 760 . $#728
Volume 11
13) 100-5586 761 - 819 8772 & 779
Volume 12
14) 100-5586 820 - 874 #820 & 846 .
Volume 13 , \
15)  100-5586 875 - 930 None Py
Volume 14 {1“
16)  100-5586 931 - 1004 $962, 967 &flqjé
) Volume. 15 ) . F\
17) 100-5586 1005 - 1070 #1039 )
volume 16 A
18)  100-5586 1071 - 1135 #1083 1N
Volume 17 ‘
19) 100-5586 1136 - 1200 $1145, 1161, 1184
" Volume 18 - & 1197
-3 -
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#1903, 1916 & 1937

\

007

AT 66-2242
Serial Numbers
shipped in volume
or serials not
accounted for on list
] of serials removed
. Volume Serials in volume from. that volume
20) 100-5586 1201 ~ 1275 #1232
Volume 19 ’
21). 100-5586 1276 - 1335 #1296
Volume 20
22) ' 100=5586 1336 = 1370 None
Volume 21 / :
23) 100=5586 1371 - 1475 $1395, 1454
Volume 22 & 1464
24y 100-5586 1476 - 1593 #1505, 1517
' Volume 23 & 1536
25) 100-5586 1594 - 1702 #1606, 1638, 1639
Volume 24 X & 1693
26) 100-5586 1701 - 1790 ‘None
Volume 25
27) 100-5586 1791 ~ 1866 #1851
Volime 26
28) 100-5586 1867 -~ 1960
Volume 27 .
29) 100-5586 1961 - 2037 #1970, 1988 & 2
Volume 28
30) 100~-5586 2308 ~ 2348 None
Volume 29
31) 100-5586 2349 - 2425 #2359 & 2386
Volume 30
32) 100~-5586 2426 - 2515 $2480. & 2486
Volume 31 :
....4'...
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AT 66-2242
Serial Numbers
shipped in volume
or serials not
accounted for on list
of serials removed
Volume Serials in volume from that leume.
33) 100-~5586 2516 -~ 2569 #2525 & 2563
Volume 32
34) 1.00-5586 2570 -~ 2664 #2578, 2589, 2609,
Volume 33 %6I3 & 2614
35) 100-5586 - 2665 ~ 2760 #2774
Volume 34
367 100-5586 2761 - 2856 #2768 & 2826
© Volume 35
37) 100-5586 2857 -~ 2944 #2928
Volume 36 :
38) 100-5586 . 2945 = 3125 #2954, 2962, 2964,
Volume ‘37 (this volume 2981 & 3003
was not serialized
correctly - it went
from serial 3010 to
3111, a skip of 100
serials.)
39) 100-~-5586 3126 = 3225 #3130, 3155 & 3192
Volume 38
40) 100-5586 3226 -~ 3345 $3239 & 3251
Volume 39
41) 100-5586 3346 - 3475 #3366, 3372 - 3374,
Volume 40 - 3386, 3388, 3395,
3397, 3404, 3406,
3408, 3421, 3430,
3432, 3434, 3436,
3438, 3463 & 3465 -
3468
42) 100=~5586 3476 - 3605 #3480,. 3497, 3527,
Volume 41 - 3540 & 3553
- 5 -
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AT §6-2242

Serial Numbers
shipped in volume
or ‘serials not
accounted for on list
of serials removed
Volume . Serials in leume from that volume.
43) 100-5586 3606 - 3690 #3606, 3609, 3615
Volume 42 - & 3618
44) 100-5586 3691 - 3800 #3721 - 3723, 3731,
Volume 43 3736, 3740, 3745,
. : 3772 ~ 3777 & 3780
45) 100-5586 3801 -~ 3925 #3823, 3829, 3832,
Volume 44 : 3835, 3881 & 3894
46) 100~-5586 3926 ~ 4059 #3933, 3944, 3987,
Volume 45 3989, 3991, 4017
& 4021
47) 100-5586. 4060 — 4200 #4093
Volume 46’ .
48) 100-5586 4201 - 4291 $4214, 4215, 4240,
“Volume 47 4241 & 4249
49) 100-5586 4292 ~ 4410 $4371 & 4372 -
: Volume 48 ) )
50) 100~5586 4411 - 4515 #4450, 4465 - 4470, °
Volume 49 ‘ & 4476
51) 100~5586 4516 - 4662 #4628, 4637, 4638
Volume 50 & 4640
52). 100-5586 . 4663 -~ 4778 $#471Y & 4712
‘Volume 51
53). 100-5586 4779 - 4873 #4781
Volume 52
54) 100-5586 4874 ~ 4977 #4972
Volume 53
55) 100-5586 4978, - 5039 None
) Volume 54 -
56) 100-5586 5040 -~ 5157 None
Volume 55
-6 =

|
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AT 66-2242
Serial Numbers
shipped in volume
or serials not
accounted for on list
: of serials removed
. Volume __Serials. in volume _from that volume.
57)  100-5586 5158 - 5244 None
Volume 56
58) 100-5586 5245 - 5367 None
Volume 57
59)  100-<5586 5368 - 5490 None
* Volume 58 ‘
60) 100~-5586 5491 - 5563 None
Volume 59
61) 100~5586 5564 - 5607 ‘None
Volume 60 o . ’ .
62) 100~-5586 5608 - 5698 #5660. ;s
‘Volume 61 . . ;
63) 100-5586 5699 - 5774 #5773 ’k,
Volume 62 - el
64)  100-5586 5775 .~ 5861 None W
Volume 63 - : ’;
65)  100-5586 5862 - 5943 None Coy
Volume 64 )
66) 100-5586 5944 - 6051 None
Volume 65 (should have
been 5943 -~ 6051)
67) 100-5586 6058 =~ 6143 ‘None
Volume 66
‘68)  100-5586 6144 - 6233 None
Volume 67
69) 100-~5586 6234 - 6314 None
) Voluiie. 68
-7 -
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AT 66-2242
Serial Numbers
shipped in volume
or serials not
accounted for on list
of serials removed
Volume Serials in volume from that volume.
70) 100~5586 ™ 6315 - 6356 None
Volume 69 (it is noted that -
this voliume had
serialization from
6315 ~ 6359 but the '
next serial was in-
advertently shown as
6340 with the result of
duplication of serial
numbers.,.)
_71) 100-5586 6357 - 6446 None
_ Volume 70 : -
- 72)  100-5586 6447 - 6503 - None
Volume 71
73) 100-~5586 6504 - 6571 None
Volume 72 )
74) 100-5586. 6571 - 6680 None
. Volume 73

As the Bureau will note in the above list, in a
number of volumes of the KING file, there are many serials
listed that cannot be accounted for. For the information
of the Bureau, back in 1977, Atlanta had a massive project
of retrieving communications containing electronic survelllance
(elsur) information regarding MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) per a
court order in the case captioned, "BERNARD S. LEE v.
CLARENCE M. KELLEY: ET ArL (U.5.b.C., D.C. ) ‘CIVIL ACTION

- NO, 76-1185 AND SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
(SCLC) v. CLARENCE M. KELLEY; ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.),
CIVIL ACTION NO. 76-1186". In this project, Atlanta had to
review hundreds of volumes of Atlanta files and retrieve’
thousands of .communications containing this elsur information
80 these communications could be sent to FBIHQ, for eventual
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AT 66-2242

transfer to the National Archives per the court order.

Atlanta in carrying out this project, had to use a large

number .of Atlanta personneil, many being unfamiliar with
. Security type work and communications.

These people had been instructed to list each serial
removed from the f£ile on a form that Atlanta devised for each
volume reviewed in project, however, it was felt that in many
instances where a cover airtel and LHM were removed from the
files, both these items would beé stapled together, resulting
in only the cover airtel serial number being listed on the
form; thé LHM serial number would not be noted by the person
removing this communication and as a result it was hot recorded.
Atlanta feels this accounts for the bulk of the unaccounted
for serials.
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VZCZCHQ0 133
RR AT
DE HQ 0133 0910253
ZNR UUUUU
R 3122107 MAR 78
FM DIRECTOR FBI (62-117298)
T0 FBI ATLANTA  ROUTINE
BT
UNCLAS
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS CHSCA).
RE INVESTIGATION INTO ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,

STAFF MEMBERS‘OF HSCA HAVE REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW SPECIAL AGENT
ROBERT W. THOMSON OF ATLANTA OFFICE. HSCA ADVISED THEY EXPECT TO
HAVE SEVERAL INVESTIGATORS IN ATLANTA DURING WEEK OF APRIL 3-7, 1978,

AND WILL INTERViEw NUMBER OF RETIRED SPECIAL AGENTS WHILE THERE. H%P

INVESTIGATORS WILL CONTACT THOMSON AT ATLANTA OFFICE DURING THAT
WEEK TO ARRANGE FINAL INTERVIEW DETAILS.

THOMSON HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM HIS EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT AND IS,
AUTHORIZED IO PARTICIPATE IN HSCA'INTERVIEW. BRIEFING OF THOMSON BY
REPRESENTATIVE OF LEGAL LIAISON AND CONGRESSIONAt AFFAIRS UNIT, FBIHQ

”_ | /{-7?0-”9&{2/

: SEARGHED
sEmAuw‘TJ?’-t/m%@" —
_ _ MARR1°T) _C
_ FBI—ATLANTA=L- ,

R L\~
_ t

4




R

PAGE TWo DE HQ 133 UNCLAS

WILL BE CONDUCTED TSLEPHONICALLY PRIOR TO INTERVIEW, FOLLOWING INTER

———-
s

- VIEW, THOMSON SHOULD SUBMIT LETTERHEAD MLMORANDUM CONTAINING BRIEF -
SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW. FORWARD TO FBIHQ BY COVER AIRTEL, ATTENTION°

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION.
BT

9133
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HANOT CELTST COMMITTER Q0 AT0ACTINATIONT (CSGR),

ST DHUTOTIOATION ID70 &3iAT19aTION 37 MARTLN LWTATE 11, JR.,
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h/ib4/78

m0: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTN: CONGRESSIONAIL INQUIRY UNIT
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
: ON ASSASSINATIONS (H5cA)
BUDED 4/14/78 ,

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 4/7/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau is one xerox copy
each of 1% documents, plus one envelope of latent
prints, which were taken from the Atlanta MURKIN file,
as requested by FBIHQ in referenced teletype.

Referenced teletype indicated that the HSCA
had requested that the FBI furnish "all original
transparent latent 1ifts of value and of no value in
the possession of FBIHQ or field offices which were
collected during the course of the MURKIN investigation'.
FBIHQ bhas pulled photographs of all latents of value
submitted by field offices from the FBIHQ MURKIN file.

The Bureau requested Atlanta to review its
MURKIN fille for any latent fingerprint 1lifts obtained
during the course of the MURKIN investigation and if
feasible, submit photographs of those lifts. If not,
the actual 1ifts were to be submitted to FBIHQ, which
would be returned to Atlanta after copying by FBIHOQ.
Atlanta reviewed the 1A Sectlon of Atlanta's MURKIN
file (44-2386) as well as the bulkwexhibit sheets and
noted there were 124 1A exhibits and five bulky
exhiblt sheets. Only four 1A envelopes and one bulky
exhibit pertained to latent fingerprints obtained during
the course of the Atlanta MURKIN investigation and all of
these were previously sent to FBIHQ in 1968. Only
\ one of these Atlanta 1A exhibit envelones currently

‘ contained latent fingerprint 1lifts. | égé;ozézyé§._3;jg
: 2 - Bureau (Enc. 15) EAS:sr ﬁmmmm—7%—azzf—“
| 2) - Atlanta (1 - 414-2386) (4ot~ spearuzznd /ol

; (L~ 6652242) YRR :
\‘; ‘/% o /;: _

: V h/ff
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AT 66-2242

These 1& exhlbits and the -one bulky exhibit
are set forth below:

1) 44-2386-1a-42

This 1A envelope noted that this had
contained latents recovered from the right and left
arm rests of the 1966 Mustang, 4/17/68, and were
sent to the Bureau by airtel on 3/18/68 There
were no latent fingerprint 1ifts 4in this 1A envelope.

A merox copy of thils 1A envelope, the
Atlanta airtel to FBIHQ, 4/18/68, and FBIHQ airtel to
Atlanta -and Memphis, 4/22/68, regarding these Mustang
fingerprint 1lifts are enclosed for FBIHQ.

2) 44-2386-1A-84

This 1A envelope noted that this had contained
139 unidentified latent fingerprints received on 5/1/68,
from the Gwinnett County Police Department, Lawrenceville,
Georgia, and were to be returned to this police department.
These latent fingerprints were sent to FBIHQ on 5/2/68.
‘There were no latent prints in this 14 envelope.

A merox copy of this 1A envelope, an Aflanta
airtel of 5/2/68, transmitting these prints and a Bureauw
airtel of 5/8/68 with the results of the examination
are enclosed for FBIHQ.

3) 44-2386-1A-90

This 1A envelope noted that this had contained
15 1ifts of fingerprints obtaitied from the Rome, Georgila,
Police Department on 5/3/68; and these were sent to
the Identification Division on 5/13/68, by Atlanta. There
were no latent fingerprint 1ifts in this 1A envelope.

A xerox copy of this 1A envelope, and the
Atlanta airtel of 5/13/68 to the Identification Division
are enclosed.

.P2~




AL 66-2242

) 44-238¢ A-98
" 1A er-velope noted that it contained

1" 1ifts ¢ seven nepatives of latent “ingerprint
inpressions <rom 2 1les of the Rome, Georgia, Police
Department which :ad ueen returned b:; FRLHQ. These

werz tae some la.erts as in item 3 abovs (44-2386-90), but
were enter ‘n the 1A Sec’ion as a new ltem and showed

18 latent: :avher than 15.

A rerox copy of this 1A en elope, a (opy of the
FBLIQ a’ tel to Atlanta, 5/21/78, relative to these
latents, and an envelope containiig all these latent
prints is enclosed for FBILQ.

5) 4-2386-~1B-2

~ This bulk exhibit sheet dated U47/15/78, listed
10 items obtained { om JIMMY GARNER, 113-14th Street.
Atlantz, on 4/15/68, & .d it showed that items 9 and 10
were latent lifts. There wa a not: ion én this bulky

. exhlbit sh2et that these itens had been sent to FEINQ

oa U/15/6

A xerox copy of t .s bulky exhibit sheet, an
FD-302, dated 4/22/68, an A.lanta airtel to FBIHQ,
4h/15/68, .nd FBIHQ a} ‘el to Atlanta and Memphis, 4/16/68,
are enclosed for FBIH

~ 3t
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-30361)

- ATTI; LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTICN Ty

FRC: SAC, ATLANTA (44-233G) (P)

SUBJBCY: MURKIN
RH
002 gamphis

On 4/17/6% an 2dditional examination wad
madoa of 1245 Mugtang in thig casa, ,

The 1gift and yizht arm ros
- e

»

t9 wdre removed
and latents were racoverad as Follovws:e

Thraa Iantonts from 1ot arn rost

. It is notod that thiz vehicloe has besn
exeninod at lspst thrca priox tinzs and dusteq forx
latont prinia, consequently, latcnis rogovarod

4/17/63 way rot ba significant and could b of
Burcau porsonnel.

Nayverihaless, it is roguested latent )
erclozsod be comparesd with previoua latents furnished.

Bureau in this c2s0.

-

Burgan psrsonnol handling the many exzaminations
of this car axrc:-

3~Tursau (Zne., 8) (R)
2rstlanta '
d35/s3a

(5) A=

e
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—

|t Wt m e




AT 44-2336

: SA ALDEZN T, MILLER, SA JACX T,
SA RICIARD I. DAVIS, SA JACK B. SIip30H,

CLAIDCRNE, and Automotive lechanic DUANE C, PRESTON,
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FBI
Date: 4-22-68
Transmit the following in _
{Type in plaintext or code)
Via Airtel
- T {Priority}
To: SAC'S, Atlanta (44-23886)
' Memphis (44-1987)
/From: Director, FBI (44-38861) -
MURKTN .

Re Atlanta airtel 4-18-88, submlttmv five trans~

parent hfts from '66 Mustang.

Latent impressions on these lifts lack sufficient

ridge detail to be of value for identification purposes.

The lifts are being retainéd' temporarily in the

Latent Fingerprint Section.

At

/(D

ﬁ"’ —0-

SERIALIZED .. __ FILED _

APRZ7 1008
:8' — ATLANT TrA

‘EA%‘!E‘B e INDE X5

.4
\;x

Sent Via
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 5/2/68
ATTN: LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

HURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS) -
Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 4/29/68.

Encloged for the Latent Fingerprint Section are
19 3 x 5§ cards with unidentified latent fingerprints. These
cards are from the Gwinneti County Police Department, )
Lawrenceville, Georgia, which started such a file 3ust a
few months ago,

. The Latent Fingerprint Section is z'equested tO\
compare the enclosed prints with those of subject,LJAMES
EARI; RAY (1.0, #4182) and then roturm the prints to Atlanta
so they can be returned t0 tho Gwinnett County Police
Depaxtment,

2 -~ Bureau (Gnc. 19)
/&)~ Atlanta (BH).

f;?i/“

Oon 5/1/68, Sheriff HOKE HUSTON, Gwinnett Co. SO, advised he did
not have an unidentified latent fingexrprint file°

ON YELLOW COPY ONLY
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0-J (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: 5/8/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)
Via Airtel

(Priority)

To: SAC's Atlanta (44-2386) -~ Enclosures (19)
Memphis (44-1987)

/ From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN

Re Atlanta letter 5/2/68, submitting nineteen cards
bearing forty-one transparent lifts of latent impressions from the
files of the Gwinnett County Police Department, Lawrenceville,
Georgia, for examination.

The latent impressions appearing on these lifts
are not identical with the fingerprints of James Earl Ray, FBI
#405942G.

The cards béaring the lifts are-enclosed to-Atlanta.
These latent prints have not been photographed.

LiALal'dg) ]
t2ag-a—ais

SEARGHED
SERIALIZ LA S—
PR 41968

Fl G ATLANTA |

Y/,
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FD-340 (REV., 6-24.65)

- 2/7% - /AT

Dato Received

File No

Z?;/é 5

il

(4AME OF CONTRIBUTOR)

.

¥

From
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By

Receipt given [J Ye
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To Be Returned
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 5/13/68
Attn: Identlficatlion Division
Latent Flngerprint Section

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P)

MURKIN

(00: MEMPHIS)

Enclosed for the Latent Fingerprint Sectlon are
15 unidentifled latent fingerprint 1ifts developed bj
the Rome, Georgla, Police Department in their crime scene
investigations subsequent to the time of JAMES EARL RAY's
escape from prison.

It is requested that any identlifiable latents
contained on the 1ifts be compared with the avallable
fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY, I.0. #4182,

The lifts should be returned to the- Atlanta upon
completlion of examlnation for return to the Rome Police
Department.

2 - Bureau (Enc. 15)(RM)

~ Memphis
Atlanta
MU lee

P)—
g“ 4
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{ A ¥D-340 (REV. 6.24-68)
. ‘:
|
$
™ Date Reseived_~5/22/68
< ' From RUREAIL
(NAME.OF CONTRIBUTOR)
!
i (f\opnez}s OF CONTRIBUTOR)
; i (CITY AND STATE)
i By .
' e (NAME OF 'SPECIAL AGENT)
% ' . ¥ :)" 1‘\ ."t, s
‘ To Be Returned [ Yes Receipt given [J Yes
. ONe . 1 Ne

S
[}

Description:

18 1ifts and seven negatives of
latent £% impressions from the files
of the Rome, Georgia, Polilce

Department.

{
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‘ A FBI

Date: 5-21-68

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

© Via 1 Airtel

(Priority) .
N o
To: SAC's, Atlanta (44-2386) - Enc. (29) A
// ' Memphis (44-1987) | M
From: Director, FBI (44-38861) |
MURKIN \

‘Re Atlanta letter 5-13-68, submitting eighteen .
lifts and seven negatives of latent impressions from the files g
of Rome, Georgia, Police Department for examination.

Latent fingerprints appearing on these lifts and N
in the negatives are not identical with the fingerprints of James
Earl Ray, FBI #405942G. No palm prmts Identification Division
files for Ray. .

The lifts, negatives, and four identifying envelopes
enclosed to Atlanta. No photographic coples of the latent prints
were prepared for Bufiles.

H

44-38°6 /730

SENOIED: [NEXID <
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.quircd os Evidence ) -

Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Prope-” At

< .
FD-192 (Recv. 10-6-G5) N ¥, / / ,
- SN bater s 2 LS
. 7 L4

Title and Character of Case

/0/5/.\“_/// o~ e .

Date Property Acquired Source From Which P}opcrty Acquired

é‘/ 5//"5 J ’ m/ﬂ/ é@/’i‘}‘fﬁ 13 - A Singi ar K««-:‘T\_

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same

£ .’ 7 ;
/;dd‘ Vs /.):'12:";';-% //‘5" {/;0;::1;;:
Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same
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FD-302 (Rev. a-15-64) . o .
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .o —

JQMe Apr%l 22, 1968

i

The following items were personally taken via commercial -
airline to Washington, D, .C., FBI Laboratory, and turned over to: h
SAM CLARK, Hair and Fibre Section of this L;boratory, on April 15, ///
1968, by SA JOHN B, RFYNOLDS | . <

l. Bed llnen

2. Three (3) cigarette butfg ' o .; = -7
73. City street map of Atian@a, book ofipaper 7 N
mateches and lined piece of paper
L, ﬁewspaper utiliéed for-shelf cover in -wardrobe ,
5. ‘Pink s)ip of paper with name “JLMMY -OWEN"
written thereon
6. Keyhole saw on top of wardrqbe
“T. Cigarette butt
Q. Section of newspaper dated April 7, 1958
9. Létent 1ifts numbared oﬁe through %welve
110, Latent 1ifts numbered A1 through A3 )
.
on _4/25/68 . Atldnta) Georgia pu.p_ Atlanta 44-2386-[][5.
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N . " Date: 4/16/68

Transmit th ing in. - -
¢ following in (Type in plaintext or code)

Airtel

~ (Priority)

To:! SAC'S, Atlanta (44-2386)
Memphis (44-1887)

./ .
From:Director, FBI (44—38861) : 3
MURKIN

Re Atlanta letter and teletype 4/15/68, and delivery of
evidence 4/15/68, by SA J. B. Reynolds.

Two latent flndeer ints developed on piece of lined paper, Q188,
and two latent palm prints developed on newspaper from shelf, Q169. These
items from Room 6 at 113 14th Street, N. E., Atlanta, Georgla

N1ne latent palm prints of value found on lifts A-1, A-3, A-5,
A-9, A-10, A-11, and A-12. No other latent impr essions of value found or
developed -

These latent impressions compared with latent impressions
previously reported in this case, but no identification effected. Latent prints -
not identical with fingerprints of suspect Harold George Anderson FBI

: 7r4106402 No palm prints here for Anderson.

Lifts A-4 and A-7 are of no value and have been destroyed.

Results of laboratory examination and disposition of all other submitted items

are subjects of separate report.
W s ’

NS A 4y,

— — SEARSEED ______yuezvin
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P DIAECTSR FB1 (62~11729%) 1>1{11—
InoFBT aTLhﬂfA RﬂuTIﬁE 656?23

L et - “
I UNCLAS o
':f.‘xouss SELECT COMMITTEE on asﬂneexnarzﬁmq (HQCA).

L ~ HIcA BY LETTE% DATED MARCH 23, 1578, REausqrE“ 1 TART

‘ Q‘ THA% THE FﬁI FURNISH “ALL aRIGxMAL TRANSPARENT LATENT LIKIS.

5 OF VALUE AD 0D 0 VALUE I#. YHE POSFESSION OF FBI HEADQUARTERS -
B oA FISLD OFFICES wHICH NERE ceLLtcraw DURING THE COURSE OF THE-
'fnuaxz' iwvrsrxaarzmn..,:

T WC AGRED To LIMIT FIELD OFFICE REQUEST T0 ATLANTA AND
| MEWPKIS OFFICFS. PHOTOS OF ALL|LATENTS OF VALUE SUBMITTED BY
Vf 'focL9 OFFICES HAVE BEEY PULLED g«aa HEADGUARTERS FILE, HSCa:
ff,}aanssn 10 ACCEPT PHOTOS: OF LIFTS RATHER THAN AcTaL LIFTS,

ATLA"’TA 15 RFQUE“TE"& 'fO RF‘JIE\I MUSKEN FILE _FU N'f LH’EHT

R I T
PR 4 Y\ A : , '
' § Ks% ‘ ll- \’ " .
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VZCZCHRON11S
RR AT
. DE H@ :&119 §98@217
;NR yuuuu
R 0721447 APR 78
FM DIRECTOR FBI (62-117298)
TO FBI ATLANTA ROUTINEk
BT
UNCLAS
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)..
HSCA BY LETTER DATED MARCH 23,';978, REQUESTED IN IART
THAT THE FBI FURNISH "ALL ORIGINAL TRANSPARENT LATENT LIFTS
OF VALUE A™D OD NO VALUE IN THE POSSESSION OF FBI HEADQUARTERS
OR FIELD OFFICES WHICH WERE COLLECTED DURING THE COURSE OF THE
MURKIY INVESTIGATION."™ ‘ 5 _
HSCA AGREED TO LIMIT FIELD OFFICE REQUEST Tb ATLANTA AND
MEMPHIS OFFICES. PHOTOS OF"ALL LATENTS OF VALUE SUBMITTED BY
FIELD OTFICES HAVE BEEN PULLED FROM HEADQUARTERS FILE. HSCA
AGREED TO ACCEPT PHOTOS OF LIFTS RATHER THAN ACTAL LIFTS.
ATLANTA IS REQUESTED TO REVIEW MURKIN EILE FOR ANY LATENT
m;mm
7,(01 -3/ APR 1978
i -

FEI—ATLANTA S29

W 65260 Docld:3298%802 Page 84
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PAGE TWO DE HQ@ 6119 UNCLAS _

FINGERPRINT LIFTS OBTAINED DURING COURSE OF INVESTIGATION AND,

IF FEASIBLE, SUBMIT PHOTOGRAPHS OF. THOSE LIFTS. IF NOT

POSSIBLE SUBMIT ACTUAL LIFTS WHICH AFTER COPYING WILL BE

RETURMED TO SUBMITTING OFFICE. EACH LIFT SUBMITTED,

* - PHOTOGRAPH OR ACTUAL, SHTULD BE IDENTIFIED AS TO WHICH
SERIAL I ATLANTA FIELD OFFICE FILE CONTAINS DESCRIPTIVE
1 "FORMATION CONCERNING THAT LIFT. ‘REQUESTEb INFORMATION
SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO FBI HEADQUARTERS, ATTENTION:

' COXGRESSIO”AL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANQGEMENI pivision,

. BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS APRIL 14, 1978,

. BT

G119

Ay
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4/6/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290) )
(ATTH: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

SUBJECT ¢ ?OUSE)SELECT COMIMITTEE -ON ASSASSINATIONS
(HSCA

Ré Bureau airtel to Atlanta, 3/29/78. -

~ Enclosed under separate cover for the
Bureau ls one xerox copy -of 19 volumes of sgerlals
from Atlanta file 170-290, as requested hy the Bureau.

) Referenced Bureau alrtel pointed out that ' .
the HSCA had made a rgguest of FBIHQ for filles relating ~
to former AT 1387-E, and as a result the Bureau requested
Atlanta®to expeditiously provide FBIHQ with one xerox copy
of this informantts files, namely, Atlanta file 170-290
and Atlanta file 135-389.

Atlanta noted that Atlanta file 170-290 consisted
of 19 volumes and these have been xeroxed by Atlanta and
are beling sent to FBIHQ.

These volumes are as follows:

1) 170-290, Volume 1, S&rials 1Al through 4,
Serials 1 -~ 200, ’

2) 170-290, Volume 2, Serials 201~296.

3 -~ Bureau .
CE:; Atlanta s t
(2 ~ 66-2242) A N

(1 - 170-290) -— . ,
EAS:sp ~ -~

HIEXED

FILED, Yo \
[&on@/QL_./’ ,‘3@

SEARCHED
(67 - —
. serALizEn” A
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AT 66-2242

3) 170-290, Sub B, Volume 1, Serials 1-10%4.

- k) 170-290A, Volume 1, Serials

5) 170-2904, Voluie 2, Serials

6) 170-290A, Volume 3, Serials
7) 170-290A, Volume 4, Serilals
8) 170~290A, Volurme 5, Serials
9) l70—290A,4Vbiume~6 Serials

10) 170-290A, Volume T, Serials.

819 was shipped in serialization.)
11) 170-290A, Volunie 8, Serials
. 12) 170-2904, Volume 9, Serials

1 - 1%h;
175-301.
302~-445,
4146-560.
561~678.

679-810.

811-950, (serial-

951""1067 .
1068-1175.

13) 170-290A, Volume 10, Serials 1176~1285.
lll) 170-290A, Volume 11, Serials 1286-1380.

IS) 170~-2904, Volume 12, Serials 1381-1503.

16) 170-290A; Volume 13; Serilals 1504-1610,
(serial 1599 was shipped in serialization.)

I17) 170~290A4, Vblumewlﬂ, Serials 1611-~-1713.
18) 170-290A, Volume 15, Serials 171%2-1848.
19) 170-2904; Volume 16, Serials 1849-2036.

Relative to Atlanta file 134-389, it was noted

that this f1le had been destroyed by the

AtIanta Office on

12/7/77, in the course of the normal destruction of filles
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AT 66-2242

in the 134 category, per FBIHQ instructions dealing
with the fleld file destruction program, as set forth
in Bureau letter to all offices, 10/28/77, captioned
"DESTRUCTION OF FIELD FILES AND RECORDSY,
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L/6/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTH: CONGRESSTONAL INQUIRY UNIT
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

SUBJECT:. ¥OUSE)SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
HSCA:

Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta, 3/29/78.

Enclosed under separate covef for the
Bureau is one xérox ecopy of 19 volumes of serials
from Atlanta file 170-290, as requested by ‘the Buricau.

Referénceéd Bureau airtel pointed out that
the HSCA had made a reguest of FBIHQ for files relating
to former AT 1387-E, and as .a result the Bureau requested
Atlanta*to expeditiously provide FBIHQ with one xerox copy
0of this informant's files, namely, Atlanta flle 170-290
and Atlanta file 134-~389.

‘ _ A¥lanta noted that Atlanta file 170-290 econsistéd
of 19 volumes arid these havé been xeroxed by AtlantaAand
are being sent to FBIHQ.
These volumesg are es follows:

~1) 170-290, Volume 1, S&rials 1Al through 4,
Serials 1 =~ 200.

2) 170~298, Volume 2, Serials 201-296.,

3_7 Bureau
>~ Atlanta
& €g> 66-22&2% :
I = 170-290 ~ : ’ ; YA Y
EAS:sr | 7 , é;¢§»<2p1$/iiz .

e

6 . . ‘
( ) % [/L/ SEI&RCHEW
vy e k. S




AT 66-2242

3) 170-290, Sub B, Volume 1, Serials 1-104.
4) 170-290A, Volume 1, Serials 1 - 14.
5) 170-290A, Volume 2, Serials 175-301.
6) 170-290A, Volume 3, Serials 302-445,
- 7) 170~2904, Vbl;me k, Serlals 446-560.
8) 170-2904, Volume 5, Serials 561-678.
9) 170~290A; Volume 6,‘Serials 679-8104

10) 170-290A; Volume T, Serials B11-950, (serial
819 was shipped in serialization.)

11) 170-290A, Volume 8, Seirials 951-1067.
12) 170-2904, Vulun,ié 9, Serials 3:068%175.
13) 170-2904, Volumie 10, Serials 1176-1285.
14) 170-290A, Volume 11, Serials 1286-1380.
15) 170-290A; Volume 12, Serials 1381-1503.

. 16) 170-290A, Volume 13, Serials 1504-1610,
(serial 1599 was shipped in serialization.)

17) 170-290A, Volume 14, Serials 1611+1713.
18) 170-290A, Volume 15, Serials 1712-1848.

19) i70a290A, Volume 16, Serials 1849-2036.
Relative to Atlanta file 134-389, it was noted

that this file had beén destroyed by the Atlanta Office on
12/7/77; in the course of the normal destruction of flles
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AT 66-2242

in the 134 category, per FBIHQ instructions dealing
wilth the fleld file destruction program, as set forth
in Bureau letter to a2ll offices; 10/28/77, captioned
YDESTRUCTION OF FIELD FILES AND RECORDS",
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0-9 (Rev. 7-27-76) l .

TRANSMIT via: _ Alrtel

Mmoo ey

hal

PRECEDENCE: ____

CLASSIFICATION: ; . DATE: ?f/ 29/,78, —

;9/ SAC, Atlanta (170-290)
v|[From: Director, FBI (62-117290)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

Enclosed for Atlanta is one copy of waiver given by
James Harrison to HSCA dated 3/13/78.

Per HSCA letter dated 3/13/78, request was made for
all files relating to James Harrison, former Comptroller of
the SCLC in Atlanta. The Committee prov:.ded a copy of

.|enclosed waiver from Harrison for his informant file. g
Z @
. 2 On 3/23/78, the Committee was provided a copy of s
Z|Bufile 134-11126, relatxng to Harrison (former AT 1387-E). @
&:Thls release was coordlnated with the Criminal Informant Unit, [&
dlCriminal Investigative Division. 2
. &)
< The Committee has requested that the Atlanta §
£|Field Office informant file also be provided. 3
& 2
a/, Atlanta is requested to expeditiously provide FBI g
Headquarters with a copy of informant file(s) for AT 1387-E 2

(AT 170-290 and AT 134-389) to the attention of Congressional
Inquiry Unit, Records Management Division.

Enclosure

\
" (Do not ty pe below this line.) N Vﬁiié 7‘ k 727 K 7277747 r, Z 7 /ﬁ?

I ouvre | < Xeor ! - /

T Copres o€ = /% 3%‘:{?%2!%2&&%%__
_ Yo v weo e

)Y\COW\M‘*S 'G\Qé
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o 411%1@6@7 ﬁ
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Airtel

3/29/78

To: SAC, Atlanta (170-290)
From: Director, FBIL (62-117290)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

Enclosed for Atlanta is one copy of waiver given by
James Harrison to HSCA dated 3/13/78.

Per HSCA letter dated 3/13/78, request was made for
all files relating to James Harrison, former Comptroller of
the SCLC in Atlanta. The Committee provided a copy of
enclosed waiver from Harrison for his informant file.

AN

On 3/23/78, the Committee was provided a copy of
Bufile 134-~11126, relating to Harrison (former AT 1387-E).
This release was coordinated with the Criminal Informant Unit,
Criminal Investigative Division.

The Committee has requested that the Atlanta
Field Office informant f£ile also be provided.

Atlanta 1s requested to expeditiously provide FBI
Headquarters with a copy of informant file(s) for AT 1387-E
(AT 170-290 and AT 134-389) to the attention of Congressional
Inquiry Unit, Records Management Division.

Enclosure

s .
> S AT
és ey SR foe
l S e T s
— T )
BRI ACE
727
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March 14, 1978

To whom it may concern:

I do hereby authorize the House Select Committee on Assassinations

‘to obtain the F.B.I. files relating to my activities as an informant.

. -
- . - e
. N
- »
- - a >
g
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4/11/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBYI (62~-117290)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

FROM3 SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242) (P)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
BUDED 4/21/78

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta; Los Angeles, and
Memphis 3/29/78, and Bureau telephone call to Atlanta 3/31/78.

By separate package, Atlanta is sending FBIHQ,
Xerox coples of 8 volumes of documents that were in the
Atlanta file on MARTIN LUTHBER KING, JR., 100-5586 - volumes
74 through 81 as requested by FBIHQ.

Referenced Bureau teletype had indicated that TN
in connection with the investigation into the assassination \
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., the HSCA had requested access '
to various field office f£iles including the entire Atlanta :
security file concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,{AT f£ile
100-5586). One legible copies of documents in this Atlanta
file was to be furnished to FBIHQ.

The Burcau subsequently advised Atlanta in referenced
Bureau télephone call, that the HSCA wanted Atlanta to
first furnish those doduments in KING's Atlanta security
file that covered the period 1/1/68 through 4/30/68 and

2 - Bureau

@: Atianta @2 66-2242) (G — L2 G 2

(1 ~ 100-5586) e L N
EAS X ' £
(5) (/0// a/ ) m/;u/’lf/ .
- WDERED; I
) “ﬁﬁfﬁﬁqyy/ —
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AT 66~2242

when these were xeroxed they were to be sent to FBIHQ right
away. When this phase was completed, then the remaining
docunments in KING's Atlanta file were to be xeroxed and
gent to FBIHQ.

Atlanta noted that the Atlanta file on MARTIN

LUTHER KING consists of 81 volumes and that the documents
in this file covering the period 1/1/68 - 4/30/68 were in
volumes 74 through 80. Since the KING file only contained
81 volumes, Atlanta decideéd to submit volumes 74 through

81 at this time and the remaining volumes, namely 1 through
73, will be sent to FBIHQ as scon as they are Xeroxed by
Atlanta.

One xerox copy of the following volumes of the
Atlanta file on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., is being sent
to FBIHQ at this time.

1. 100-5586 Volume 74
Serials 6681 - 6801

2. 100-5586 Volume 75
Serials 6802 - 6906

3. 100~5586 Volume 76
Serials 6907 - 7028

4. 100-5586 Volume 77
Serials 7029 - 8000
(the serialization in this volume
was incorrect as it should have
been 7029 - 7100 instead of 8§000)
(in addition gsérials 7066 and 7067
were skipped)

5. 100-5586 Volume 78
Seérials 8001 ~ 8107 (serial 8016
skipped in serialization)

6. 100-5586 Volume 79
Serials 8108 - 8199

% 7. 100-5586 Volume 80 ‘
. Serials 8200 - 8325
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AT 66-2242

8. 100-5586  Volume 81 (last volume)
Serials 8326 - 8361

As mentioned previously, Atlnta will send the
xeroxed copies of the documents in Volumes 1 through 73
to FBIHQ as soon as they are completed.
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DE HQ @125 £850355
ZNR UUUUU
R 292135Z MAR 78
FM DIRECTOR FBI (62-117296)
TO FBI ATLANTA  ROUTINE
FBI LOS ANGELES ROUTINE'
FBI MEMPHIS  ROUTINE
BT |
UNCLAS , _
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA); BUDED: APRIL 21, %9
. . 8:‘ ’ ’ ‘

IN CONNECTION WITH THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINATION

OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., THE HSCA HAS REQUESTED ACCESS TO FIELD
OFFICE FILES IN THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATIONS: 1. ATLANTA-ENTIRE
SECURITY FILE CONCERNING MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., (AT FILE 168-5586) .

2. MEMPHIS-ENTIRE SECURITY FILE CONCERNING KING (100-4185), AND THE

ENTIRE SECURITY FILE CONCERNING COMINFIL, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERS}-{
- )

CONFERENCE (SCLC) (157-166). 3. LOS ANGELES-KING SECURITY FILE

(1806-57229), AND COMINFIL, SCI‘_C. (-1_90-.65141‘)., BUT ONLY FOR THE PERIOD.

JANUARY 1, 1967, THROUG JUNE 38, 1968. ‘452;/0;527422 27
) SEARCHED NDEXED
SERIALIZER V- X~FiLED . J 12,
MARS 10770
H FBI—ATLANTA
_ MW. 63360 Docld:32363802 Page 39 =Tt




* e

e
PAGE TWo DE HQ@ @125 UNCLAS

q

RECIPIENTS SHOULD FURNISH FBIHQ ONE LEGIBLE COPY OF DOCUMENTS

THE ABOVE FILES, IT WILL ONLY BE NECESSARY TO FURNISH

A COPY OF THE FIRST PAGE OF ANY SERIA;HPREV}OUSLY SENT TO FBIHQ.

ALL OTHER SERIALS IN ‘THESE FILES WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY
* FURNISHED To FBIHQ SHOULD BE REPRODUCED IN THEIR ENTIRETY..

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE READILY PHOTOCOPIED SUGH AS PHOTOGRAPHS;

MAGAZINES, OR OTHER BULKY ITEMS, SHOULD BE DESCRIBED

IN THE COVER AIRTEL SUBMITTING THE MATERIAL TO FBSHQ.

ALL MATERIAL SHOULD BE FORWARDED BY COVER AIRTEL TO FBIHG,
ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION,
BY APRIL 21, 1978, o
BT ’

0125

NNNN
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DZ HM 2125 Jr97355
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Z5R LUy "3>/'3:(lq §- San ‘\'\l\a\f\\t}t-(

B 2821352 "R 72

' in o~ SSfy.—
mw,mim F3I (£2-117292) quZ C Qo esFha 4]
-
TO FEI ATLANTY  ROUTINE (y &psv,.

F

«h

1 L0 ANGFLTS  ROUTIUE
FR1 Wra™dIS  ROUTINE
BT '
15CLAS

HOWEE SELSCT COMMITTEE 0% ASDASSINATIONS (H3SA); BUDTD:  APRIL 91, %?
. —

61

* B

I CbﬁHECTIOQ HITR THE INVESTIGATION INTﬁ THE gSSAS?IﬂATIOﬁ
OF MARTI4 LUTHER 193y JdRe, THE HSCA HAS RECUTSTED ACCECS T2 FITLD
OQFFICE- FILTS IN THE FOLLOWING TNVESTIGATIOHS: L. ATLANTA-ENTTET
SFCURITY FILE CONCENING MARTIN LUTHED KINZ, JR., (0T FILE 1&3~55"G);

Be MEAPHIG-ENTIRE SECHRITY FILE CD?CS?HIQ” ’Iﬁ“ (1“"~41ﬁ3), a0 THE

IS

i

ENTIPE SECYURITY FILT COICERNING COMINFIL, SOUTHMERY CHRISTIAY L?HU:HJ;
o :
COMFERECE (GCLEY (157-18%). 3. LQOS ANGELECS-KING SECURITY FILF

(122-57229), AND COMINFIL, SCLC (157%-<5141), IJT OXLY FOR THF PRFICD

‘A‘UA”Y 1, 1967, THﬂﬁUC JINE 33, 19” ‘
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PACE rwo‘ag HQ 0125 UACLAS
RECIPIENTS SHOULD FURNISH FBIHQ OYE LEGISLE COPY OF -DOCUHMENTS N

THE #BOVE FILES. IT WILL OUWLY BE HECESSARY 10 FGWWIJH

A COPY OF THE FIRST PACE OF ANY SERIAL PREVIQUSLY SEHT TO FLIHP.
FLL OTHER SERIALS 1§ THESE FILES WNICH HAVE 50T BEEY PREVIOUSLY !
FURRISHED TO FBIHQ SHOULD BF REPRODUCSD IN THFIR EYTIRETY.

ITEMS WHICH CAYNOT EE READILY PHOTOCOPIED SUCH AS PHOTOCRAPHS,
MAGAZINES, OR OTHER BULKY ITEMS, SHOULD BE DESCRIBED

I THE COVER AIRTEL SUEMITTING THE WATERIAL T3 FBSHA.

ALL MATERIAL SHOULD BE FORWARDED BY COVER AIRTEL TO FRIHQ,
ATTENTION COMGRESSIONAL INQUIRY USIT, RECORDS WANAGEMEYT DIVISION,
BY APRIL 21, 1973.

- BT '
2125

NNN

" NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 102




MW 65360 Docld:32983802 Page 103

3/22/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,
RECORDS MANAGEMENT SECTION

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242) (C)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS
(HSCA)

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 3/17/78;
telephone conversations between SA RICHARD D. RACKLEFF

(AT) and SA JOHN ALDHIZER, Congressional Liaison,
and SA DAN COULSON, Legal Unit, on 3/17/78.

Encloséd are the original and five copies +
of self-explapatory LHM ref ctlng the interview ‘
at Atlanta, Georgia by HSCA Investigators )

ROBERT WALKER and FLOYDerEVES on 3/20/78. ;

- Bureau (Enc. 6)

4§;— Atlanta
R/prw .
(3); SEARCHED o
¢ SRS :?:W
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. |

éo\_uno,v

%
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@Frum—!—a (Ge-2243)

Atlanta, Georgia

March 22, 1978

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS
(HSCA)

Special Agent (SA) Richard D. Rackleff,
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Atlanta
Division, was contacted telephonically on Friday,
March 17, 1978 by Robert Walker who identified
himself as a Staff Investigator for the House Select
Committee on Assassinations (HSCA). Walker made
arrangements to meet with SA Rackleff at the
intersection of North Avenue and Spring Street, Atlanta,
Georgia, at 11:00 AM on Monday ; March 20, 1978.
Walker stated he would be in the company of a second
Staff Investigator whom he identified as Mr. Reeves,
a black male.

At 11:00 AM on March 20, 1978, SA Rackleff
met with Robert Walker and Floyd Reeves, both of
whom displayed credentials identifying themselves
to be members of the Investigative Staff of the U. S.
Congress. Reeves conducted the questioning and requested
the information relating to the neighborhood canvassing
conducted by SA Rackleff in the vicinity of North
Highland Street and Ponce de Leon Avenue in April,
1968. Reeves inquired as to the person or persons
coordinating the investigation conducted in the Atlanta
Division and specifically asked whether other areas

(6224l - as

G- Bureae
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS
(HSCA)

of Atlanta were canvassed in addition to this one
particular area. Reeves specifically asked if other
areas which were identified by markings on a map
recovered from the apartment of James Earl Ray were
canvassed in addition to this one area near North
Highland Avenue and Ponce de Leon.

SA Rackleff explained he could not recall
specifically how many markings were on the map, but
believed there were basically four areas marked.

He stated three of these markings were identifiable
as being significant to the approximate location
of the home and church of Doctor Martin Luther King,
Jr. and the apartment of James Earl Ray. The fourth
marking on the map as recalled by SA Rackleff was
not significant or identifiable with any known activity
of either James Earl Ray or Dr. King, and therefore
an extremely thorough, door-to-door survey was conducted
in an area well beyond the boundaries of the fourth
marking on the map. Each and every adult member
of each household was contacted and interviewed concerning
any knowledge or association with James Earl Ray
or Dr. Martin Luther King. Photographs of Ray were
displayed and as best as could be recalled, there
was no pertinent information developed specifically
identifying any associates of either James Earl Ray

. or Dr. King.

b The Special Agent in Charge of the Atlanta

\ Division was identified as Frank Hitt, and the Assistant
- Special Agent in Charge at that time was identified

' as Jack Keith, Jr.

Mr. Reeves requested an additional interview
“of SA Rackleff in the Conference Room at the Headquarters
‘of the Atlanta Police Department at 3:00 PM on that
i same date for the purpose of displaying a replica
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS
(HSCA)

-

of the map recovered from Ray's apartment. At 3:00
PM, a second interview was conducted by Mr. Reeves
and Mr. Walker. Mr. Reeves displayed what he
identified to be a replica of the map recovered from
Ray's apartment in April, 1968 and also displayed

a legal sized handwritten paper showing separate
investigations conducted by SA Harry Lee, SA James
Riordan, and SA Rackleff in 1968. The investigation
by SA Rackleff identified the streets and addresses
canvassed during the neighborhood investigation.

SA Rackleff explained that he reported to the Atlanta
Office in about January 1968, and at the time of

the investigation of the King assassination, he was
not familiar with the streets and locations. SA
Rackleff was unable to recall specifically observing
the map displayed by Mr. Reeves, however, did
identify three of the general areas marked as being
the approximate location of the home and church of
Dr. King and the apartment of Jame$S Earl Ray near
l4th Street and Peachtree Street, N.E. The fourth
marking on the map was identified as the area in
which SA Rackleff conducted the above described
neighborhood investigation. :

SA Rackleff expressed his full and complete
cooperation with the investigation of Mr. Walker
and Mr. Reeves and Mr. Reeves stated they were very
much appreciative and might request additional
interviews at a later date.

3%
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FD-36 (Rey: 7-27-76) ’ ’

4 FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
Teletype (] Immediate (3 TOP SECRET

CJEFTO
CEEXEX UNCLAS

. AN Ly

FM ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC)

l
|
l
|
!
|
!
!
] Facsimile jord () SECRET |
(3 Airtel X Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL :
I
|
|
[
|
I
l

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE
BT
UNCLAS
ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT
DIVISION
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA); BUDED
MARCH 24, 1978
RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHICAGO,
LOS ANGELES, MEMPHIS, AND NEW ORLEANS, MARCH 21, 1978.
REFERENCED TELETYPE ADVISED THAT IN CONNECTION WITH
CAPTIONED MATTER, THAT RECIPIENTS FURNISH THE IDENTITIES
OF CASE AGENT(S) IN THE UNITED KLANS OF AMEEICA (UKA)
INVESTIGATION FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY, 1967 THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 1968; ALSO TO FURNISH THE CURRENT STATUS
OF THE AGENT OR AGENTS AND THEIR LOCATION, IF KNOWN.
ATLANTA REVIEWED ITS FILE FOR THE UKA (157-=193) AND

P_’QJQM =7

(D - ATLANTA SEARZIED
EAS:sr e
(1)% / AR D
A ~ 3
-~ N LI
TS y
— . a9 “»/}’ ) uﬁxi{&
ik
Approvemu e Transmitted ._m. Perj:a—,,
Y (Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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PAGE TWO AT (66-2242) UNCLAS

NOTED THE FOLLOWING RELATIVE TO THE CASE AGENT(S) IN
THE UKA INVESTIGATION DURING THE PERIQD JANUARY, 1967 -
DECEMBER 31, 1968:

AS OF JANUARY 1, 1967, TO JULY 20, 1967 - FORMER
SPECIAL AGENT RICHARD HAMILTON -~ RETIRED - CURRENTLY
RESIDES AT 5820 KAYRON DRIVE, NORTHEAST, ATLANTA, GEORGIA,
TELEPHONE NUMBER. 404-255-2353.,

JULY 20, 1967, TO MARCH 8, 1968 -~ SPECIAL AGENT
JAMES J. ROSE, CURRENTLY ASSIGNED TO THE NEW YORK FBI
OFFICE.

MARCH 8, 1968, TO DECEMBER 9, 1968 - FORMER SPECIAL
AGENT RICHARD HAMILTON.

DECEMBER 9, 1968, TO DECEMBER 31, 1968 - FORMER
SPECIAL AGENT CARL E. CLAIBORNE, RETIRED, LAST KNOWN TO
BE RESIDING AT 7840 CEDAR CREST ROAD, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE
37981,

BT
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Fit ATLA"TA (66-2240) (RUC) ’
T0 "TRECTPR (67~117253) RCUTINE
BT
GrCLAT ’
ATTE"TT 'z  ©0 GRESSI *AL INQUIRY UNIT, REGORDS MANAGEMENT
DIVININ
HTUSE OFLECT COMSITTET O% ASSgsszwngcés (HSCA) 3 TWYDED
MARCH 4, 197¢
RE SUREAU TELETYFE TO ATLARTA, BIRWINGHAT, CHICAGO,
LO7 ATCFLES, HEMPHIS, AWD “EW ORLEANS, MARCH 21, 1978.
REFEPE’ €70 TELETYPE ADVISEY THAT IN CONNECTION WITH
. GAFTIN EN WMATTER, THAT RECIPIENTE FURNISH THE IENTITIES
OF CAST AZE“T(S) I¥ THE UMITED KLANS OF AMERICA CUKA)
I'VEATIGATIO" FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY, 1967 THROUGH
D FCEHBER 31,‘!§03 ALSO TO FURNISH THE CURRENT STATUS -
OF THE AGF"T AR AGEXTS AND THEIR LOCATION, IF KNOWN.
ATLA TA REVIEWED IT$ FILE FOR TRE UKA' CI57-193) AbD

S.n ‘3 ,’,'[_9
lf«ﬁ.:XEQ {

e
. Wi;«"e_/ -
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PAGE TWO AT (65~2242) YNCLAS

" HOTED THE FOLLAWIKG RELATIVE TO THE CASE AGENT(S) IN

THE UKA I"VESTIBATION DURI™G THE PERIOD JANUARY, 1SG7 -
DFCWIBER 31, 1968: '

AS OF Ja UARY 1, 1967, T0 JULY 23, 1967 - FORMER
SPECTAL AGEYT RICHARM HAWILTOH = RETIRED = CURRENTLY

RFCOTDES AT 5220 KAYRO DRIVE, NORTHEAST, ATLANTA, GEORGIA,

TELEPHO E  UMBER 4D4~-255-2353,

JULY 26, 1967, TO MARCH 8, 1968 - SPECIAL AGENT
ARG J, ROSE, CURREMTLY ASSIGHED TO THE NEW YORX FBI
OFFICE, ‘ o

NARCH &, 1968, TO DECEMXER 9, 1968 < FORMER SPECIAL
AGT5T RICHARD HAMILTOY, | o

DECENBER 9, 1968, TO DECEMBER. 31, 1968 ~ FORMER
FPECIAL AGE'T CARL £ CLAIBORHE, RETIRES, LAST ENOWS TO
BF RESIDI G AT 7849 CEDAR CREST RUAD, KNOXVILLE, TENNECSEE
37921, ” o : ‘

BT




F
VZCZCHQO896

RR AT BH CG LA ME NO
DE HQ 0096 8810408

ZNR UUUUU

R 2102372 MAR 78

FM DIRECTOR FBI (62-117298)
TO FBI ATLATA ROUTINE -
FBI BIRMINGHAM ROUTINE
FBI CHICAGO ROUTINE

FBI LOS ANGELES ROUTINE
FBI MEMPHIS ROUTINE

FBI NEW ORLEANS ROUTINE

UNCLAS
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA).
BUDED MARCH 24, 978.

IN CONNECTION WITH ITS INVESTIGATION INJO‘THE
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., THE HSCA DESIRES TO
IDENTIFY AMD POSSIBLY LATER INTERVIEW CASE AGENT(S) WHO
HANDLED INVESTIGATION OF THE UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA (UKA)
DURING 1967-1968 IN THE ABOVE OFFICES.

IN RESPONSE TO THIS HSCA REQUEST, RECIPIENTS FURNISH
IDENTITIES OF CASE AGENT(S) IN UKA INVESTIGATION FOR PERIOD
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PAGE TWO DE fla §@96 UNCLAS

JANUARY , 1967, THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1968, INCLUDE

APPROXIMATE TIME PERIODS IF MORE THAN ONE AGENT VAS

ASSIGYED UKA CASE AND CURRENT STATUS AND LOCATION OF
AGENT, IF KHOWN. .

SUBMIT RESULTS BY TELETYPE TO FBIHQ, ATTENTION:
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION,
BY MARCH 24, 1978.

BT
8896
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[
FBI |
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDDNCE: CLASSIFICATION: E
[X Teletype ] Immediate ] TOP SECRET |
[ Facsimile &) Priority ) SECRET ! Z / g
[ Airtel (] Routine {1 CONFIDENTIAL :
XEFTO |
CLEAR '
~ o 3/8/78 E
i — i 1

FM ATLANTA (66-2242)

TO DIRECTaR, FBI (62-112790) PRIORITY

BT

EFTO

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

RE FBIHQ TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA, MARCH 2, 1978,
AND FBIHQ TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, MARCH 3, 1978.

FBIHQ ADVISED ATLANTA IN REFERENCED TELETYPE THAT THE
HéCA, BY LETTER DATED. FEBRUARY 3, 1978, RﬁQUESTED THE FBI
PROVIDE THE COMMITTEE. WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS
ASSIGNED: TO THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION ON DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., DURING THE PERIOD 1967-1968. THIS REQUEST WAS
INTERPRETED TO INCLUDE ALL ATLANTA AGENTS ACTIVELY ENGAGED
IN THE SECURLITY INVESTIGATION OF KING DURING THE PERIOD IN
QUESTION. AS A RESUL&, ATLANTA WAS REQUESTED BY FBIHQ TO
FURNISH THE BUREAU WITH A LIST OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS
ASSIGNED TO KING'S SECURITY INVESTIGATION BY:COB‘MARGH 8, 1978,

Y 22452028

@66_22 49 SEARCHED_
1-100-5586 smmaxo,/ﬁdxfff
?g? +1Jg INDEKZD

— //A : I—T 7 A
Approved: ,ﬁg[ﬂ _ Transmitted g/ Y / é£ o Per%’
(Number) (Time)
GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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PAGE TWO AT (66-1131) EF T O

ATLANTA. NOTED THAT THE ATLANTA SECURITY -INVESTIGATION
FILE FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., ATLANTA FILE 100-5586,
CONSISTED OF 81 VOLUMES, CONTAINING 8361 SERIALS. VOLUMES
59 TO 80: COVERED THE PERIOD 1967-1968.

" THIS SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF KING- BY ATLANTA HAD
.. BEEN ASSIGNED TO SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA ON MAY 21, 1965,

ANﬁ SA SENTINELLA HAD THIS CASE ASSIGNED TO HIM FOR THE
.ENTIRE PERIOD OF 1967-1968. SA SENTINELLA'S- ATLANTA
SUPERVISOR DURING 1967 AND 1968 WAS SA CHARLES S. HARDING.

ATLANTA THEN REVIEWED VOLUMES 59 THROUGH 80 OF THE KING
SECURITY FILE AND IT WAS NOTED THAT SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA
APPEARED TO BE THE ONLY ATLANTA AGENT THAT TOOK AN ACTIVE
PART IN THE HANDLING OF THIS CASE IN 1967-1968. SA SENTINELLA
PREPARED ALL OUTGQING'COMMUNICATIONé REGARDING KING, HIS
NAME WAS SHOWN IN THE BLOCKSTAMP -OF ALMOST ALL THE INCOMING
COMMUNICATIONS TO ATLANTA BEGARbING KING, AND IN ADDITION,
SA SENTINELLA HANDLED THE ONE INFORMA@E%%TDNAMELY FORMER
AT 1387-R, WHO FURNISHED A GREAT DEAL OF INFORMATION
REGARDING KING DURING 1967-1968.

MWW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 118




PAGE THREE AT (66-2242) EF T O

THERE WAS NO INDICATION. FROM THIS REVIEW OF KING'S
FILE THAT ANY OTHER ATLANTA AGENTS TOOK AN ACTIVE PART IN
THE INVESTIGATION OF KING OR WERE. ASSIGNED TO THE KING
INVESTIGATION.

IN THIS FILE REVIEW, ATLANTA ONLY NOTED ONE INSTANCE
DURING THE PERIOD 1967-1968 IN WHICH ATLANTA AGENTS MADE ANY
PHYSICAL. OBSERVATION OF KING -AND THAT WAS ON‘APRIL 25, 1967,
WHEN STANLEY LEVISON VISITED ATLANTA. KING AND LEVISON WERE
OBSERVED ON THIS. OCCASION QUTSIDE SCLC HEADQUARTERS IN

- ATLANTA'AND LATER AT THE ATLANTA AIRPORT WHERE LEVISON

BOARDED. A PLANE FOR NEW YORK. THE AGENTS ﬁAKING THESE
OBSERVA?IONS WERE SA'S ALAN G. SENTINELLA, JOHN F.CUNNINGHAM,
EDWARD U. CRIM, AND JAMES J. ROSE, |
BT
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FY ATLANTA (€6-2242)

T0 DIRECTOR, FBI (62~11279@) PRIORITY

BT w ’

EFTO

HOUSE SELECT COMYITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

RE FBIHR TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA, MARCH 2, 197%,
AND FBIHQ TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, MARCH 3, 1978.

FBIHG ADVISED ATLANTA I# REFEREWCED TELETYPE THAT THE
HSGA, BY LETTFR DATED FEBRUARY 3, 1978, REQUESTED THE FBI
PROVIDE THE COMMITTEE WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS
ASSIGNED TO THE SECURLTY INVESTIGATION ON DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., DURING THE PERIOD I967-196%2. THIS REQUEST VAS .
INTERPRETED TQ INCLUDE ALL ATLANTA AGENTS ACTIVELY ENGAGED
IN THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF KING DURING THE PERIOD IN
QUESTIONM, AS A RESULT, ATLANTA WAS REQUESTED BY FBIHR TO
FURNISH THE BUREAU WITH A LIST OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS
ASSIGNED TO KING®S SECURITY INVESTICATION BY COB MARCH 8, 1978,

= - © 7 f
- . ‘j/éileza-w:\io'\?bﬁz‘j/
SEARCHED___°
senssogn (e 2

WRELSD

Fi;za_fz’pﬁ"f/
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PAGE TWO AT (65-1131) EF T 0
ATLANTA “OTED THAT THE ATLANTA SECURITY IANVESTIGATION
" FILE FOR MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR., ATLANTA FILE 1aa-558§,
CONSISTED OF €1 VOLUMES, CONTAINING 2361 SERIALS. VOLUMES
59 TQ 87 COVERED THE PERIOD 1967-194%, “
THIS SECURITY IWVESTIGATION OF KING BY ATLANTA HAD
BEEN ASSIGNED TO 5A ALAY G. SEQTIEELLA'OH MAY 21, 1355,
AND SA SENTINSLLA MAD THIS CASE ASSIGHED TO HIM FOR THE
ENTISE PERIOD OF 1967-1968. SA SENTINELLA'S ATLANTA
SUPERVISOR DURING 1967 AND 1568 VAS SA CHARLES S. HARDING.
ATLANTA THEN REVIEWED VOLUMES 55 THROUSH %2 OF THE KIdg
SECURITY FILE AND IT WAS NOTED THAT SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA
APPEARED T0 EE THE ONLY ATLARTA AGENT THAT TOOK AN ACTIVE |
PART IN THE HANDLING OF THIS CASE IN 1967-1968, SA SEATINELLA
PREPARED ALL OUTGOING COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING KI¥G, HIS
NAME YAS SHOWN IN THE BLOCKSTAMP OF ALMOST ALL THE INCOMING
COMMUNICATIONS TO ATLANTA REGARDING XING, AND IN ADDITION,
SA SENTINELLA HANDLED THE ONE ISFORMATION, NAMELY FORMER
AT 1387-R, WHO FURNISHED A GREAT DEAL OF INFORMATION
REGARDING KI%G-DURZ&G 1967~1968.
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PAGE THREE AT (66-2242) E'F T ¢
THERE WAS UD ISDICATIOS FROM THIS REVIEW OF KING'

.-;-;,&'

JFILE THAT ANY OTHER ATLANTA AGENTS TOOK AN ACTIVE PART IR

THE INVESTIGATION OF XING OR WERE ASSIGNED TO THE KING
INVESTIGATION, '

I8 THIS FILE REVIEW, ATLANTA ONLY NOTED ONE INSTANCE
DURING THE PERIOD 1967-1968 I'! WHICH ATLANTA AGENTS MADE ANY
PHYSICAL OBSERVATION OF KING AND THAT WAS ON APRIL 25, 1967,
YHEN STANLEY LEVISOH VISITED ATLANTA. KING AND LEVISON WERE:
OBSERVED O THIC OCCASIOH OUTSIDE SCLC HEADQUARTERS IN
ATLANTA AND LATER AT THE ATLANTA AIRPORT WHERE LEVISON
BOARDED A PLANE FOR NEW YORK. THE AGENTS MAKING THESE
OBSERVATIONS WERE SA'S ALAN G. SENTINELLA, JOHHN F.iCUNNINGHAM,
EDYARD U. CRIM, AYD JAMES J. ROSE. ‘
BT '

K
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F1 DIRECTOR (62-112796).
Y0 ATLAATA ROUTIHE

BT

EFT
Hedﬁg/ZELEcr COMMITTEE 0% ASCASSINATIONS CHEGA),

REBUTELCAL T0 ATLAUTA “ARCH 2, 1378,

HECA BY LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 3, 1972, QFCUESTED FBI-
PROVIDE THE COMMITIEE UITH PROTOCIAPHS OF ALL ATLANTA AQENT
ASSIANED TO THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF DR. NARTIH ;urnsa

. XING, JR., DURING THE PERIOD 1947- 1962,

DURINGRETELCAL IT ¥AS EXPLATNED TO S4 PERRY, ATLAVIA

DIVISION, THAT REQUEST INTERPRZTED T0 INCLUEZ ALL ATLANTA

AITHNTS ACTIVELY EHNGAGED IN THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF XItg

-DURING M“IOD 1Y% CUESTION, AT PFESENT TIME LEGAL COWISEL
DIUiSIOH)IS ﬂEGGT%ATIﬂG ¥ITH HSCA OVER PROPdSED UsE OF
PHOTOGQA?HS’

ATLANTA REQUESTED FU?QIS“ BUREAU WITH LIST OF ALL

(o h : 7
LY of
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PAGE TYO ($2-11279C) E F T O ‘
ATLANTA AGENTS ASSIGNED TO KING'S SECURITY INVESTIGATION
#S STATED ABOVE BY COB MPRCH 3, 1973,
BT "

- NW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 124




. ‘ D |
T @ é
£ -»
f4d =
. .

HQOB6S 0622240

RR AT

DE HQ

R 832146Z MAR 78

FM DIRECTOR (62-112798)

TO ATLANTA ROUTINE

BT

EFTO

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA).

REBUTELCAL TO ATLANTA MARCH 2, 1978.

HSCA BY LETTER DATED FEBRUARY.S, 1978, REQUESTED FBI
PROVIDE THE COMMITTEE WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL ATLANTA AGENTS
ASSIGNED TO THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION ON DR. MARTIN LUTHER
‘'KING, JR., DURING THE PERIOD 1967-1968. :

DURINGRETELCAL IT WAS EXPLAINED TO SA PERRY, ATLANTA
DIVISION, THAT REQUEST INTERPRETED TO INCLUDE ALL ATLANTA
AGENTS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION OF KING
DURING PERIOD IN QUESTION. AT PRESENT TIME LEGAL COUNSEL
DIVISION IS NEGOTIATING WITH HSCA OVER PROPOSED USE OF
PHOTOGRAPHS. s

ATLANTA REQUESTED TO FURNISH BUREAU WITH LIST OF ALL

/J OZ_,Z;/W*\Z\,

SEARGHED /

SERIALIZED £ 77 um.Zi——

MAR3 1978
FBI-—ATLANTA

- e
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PAGE TWo (62-112799) EF T O
ATLANTA AGENTS ASSIGNED TO KING'S SECURITY INVESTIGATION

AS STATED ABOVE BY -COB MERCH 8, 1978.
BT

V4o
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XX

2/28/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
BUDED 3/3/78
Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago,
Cincinnati, and Louisville, 2/16/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau is one xerox copy each
of 193 Atlanta logs and communications relative to cap~
tioned matter.

Referenced Bureau airtel pointed out that the
HSCA was currently conducting investigation into the assas-
sination of President JOHN F, KENNEDY and MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., In connection with the KING matter, the HSCA
had been advised that the National States Rights Party
(NSRP) , JESSE B. STONER, and Dr. EDWARD FIELDS, were sub-_
jects of electronic surveillance (Elsur) by the FBI. The
HSCA, by letter dated 2/8/78, requested access to FBI
materials pertaining to the Elsurs of these subjects during
the period 1956 to 1965.

The Bureau airtel went on that appropriate records
at FBI Headquarters were checked and disclosed that JESSE B.
STONER had been the subject of a télephone surveillance by
the Atlanta Office from 10/10/63 to 2/18/64, at 100% Hunter
Street, Atlanta, Georgia. This coverage was also in connec-
tion with the Bapbom case and the Elsur was assigned the
symbol numbers, AT 1377-S* and AT 1378-S*%.

2 - Bureau (Enc. 193)

- Atlanta - 66-2242) (Enc. 1) ;Zﬁ£;2"x§Léz)
@ @- 66-825) b oZ %
EAS/cw 5 /
Cé%ff(4) (LU

INDEXED ,___/:j’—-—
HEDJfZ£C—-*—““

SEARCHED m‘
9\ seRiALZED S C L
%ljé
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AT 66-2242

The Bureéau requested that Atlanta review pertinent
indices and investigative files reégarding the above mentioned
Elsur on STONER and to retrieve all material pertaining to
the authorization, installation and removal of this Elsur,
plus all communications, logs, and transcripts which contain
Elsur results. One legible copy of these items was to be
furnished to the Bureau.

Atlanta has reviewed appropriate files in connec-
tion with this matter and as requested by the Bureau, one
xerox copy of each of the following serials is being
furnished to FBI Headquarters:

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-1l
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AT 66-2242

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-62
63
64
65
66
67
68.
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
86
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AT 66-2242

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155.
156
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
192
193
194
195
196

-4 -
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AT 66-2242

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-197

198

199

200

201

202

203

209

210

211

212

213

214

215

216

221

222

223

224

225

228

229

230

237

238

239

240

241

242

243

244

245

246

247

248

249

250
| 255
| 256
' 257 4
258 \
259 Y
260 v
261 L
262
263
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AT 66-2242

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-264
265
266
267
268
274
275
277
278
279
280
281
282
283

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-216
275
281
318.

Atlanta noted in conducting this review, that
a few of the original Elsur logs had several entries made
with a light blue ink and as a result. , these entiies were
somewhat faint on the xerox copies. Effqrts to improve
the quality of these particular copies of the Elsur logs
were. unsuccessful as the light blue ink does not copy
well.

It is noted that Atlanta has placed a three by
five card as a flag on the serials listed below, namely:

Atlanta Serials 157-582 A-33
100
104
120
134
135,

as these serials had information in various paragraphs,

that by its nature, identified a former confidential source
of the Atlanta Office and this information should be deleted
prior to being furnished to the HSCA. These three by five
card flags set forth the appropriate paragraphs that should
be deleted in these serials.

- 6% -




AT 66-2242

Nature of

Division; Agent's Assign-—
Section, or nent prior to
Case Period Squad Of involvement in
Adgent assigned Assignment KING and SCIC
investigations
Communist infiltration
of the SCLC )
ROBERT R. 4/17/62 - Atlanta - #3 Security/extremist
NICHOLS 12/1/64 investigations
ALDEN F. 12/1/64 - Atlanta - #3 Security
MILLER 4/26/66 investigations
ALAN G. 4/26/66 - Atlanta ~ #3 Security/extremist
SENTINELLA 3/12/71 investigations
0. RICHARD 3/12/71 - Atlanta - #3 Extremist
HAMILTON 5/23/73 investigations
O. RICHARD 7/10/73 - Atlanta ~ #3 "
HAMILTON 10/20/73
5%
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File—Serial Charge Out

% U.S. G.P.0O. 1973-493-150
FD-5 (Rev. 6~17-70)
File — . — —— . — Daote —
Class. Case No. Last Serial
) D Pending D Closed Date
Serial No. Description of Serial Charged
%] Xerox copy of 193 Atlanta logs

and communications relative to
— . HSCA, which was enclosyre

to AtTanta airtel to the
Btreaus; 2728778 (SeriaT22) -

__MAINTAINED IN SEPARATE VOLUME AS ONE SERIAL

Employee T
RECHARGE Date.
To — — — _ From . —
K
w =X 2
i E
E

" Date Charged

"~ Employee
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| ® ®
Pl v‘

i - &2
TRANSMIT VIA — A TRTEE—

PRECEDENCE; —

CLASSIFICATION: _ _ _ DATE: | 2/167/78 7
TS ——"
. To: SACs,
“Birmingham
Chicago
Cincinnati
Louisville ’
/éiom: Director, FBI (62-117290).

. HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS "(HSCA)
BUDED: 3/4/78.

-—

The HSCA is currently conducting investigation
into the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and
Martin Luther King, Jr. In connection with the King
matter, the HSCA has been advised that the National ‘States -
Rights Party. (NSRP) , Jesse B. Stoner and Dr. Edward Fields
were subjects of electronic surveillance by the FBI. . The
. HSCA, by letter dated 2/8/78, redquested access to FBI
materiaIS‘pertaining to electronic surveillances of these
subjects during the period 1956 through 1965.

Approprlate records at FBIHQ disclosed the
below information concerning electronic surveillance of
. the follow:Lng subjects:

(This line for LEFT MARGIN.)
(Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.)

" NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY

(1) Subject of microphone surveillance during
.5/6 — 7/59 at the Atlantic Hotel, Chlcago,
Illinois "(CG' 6323-C* (RAC)).

" (Do not type below this line.)

Jé - DZDZJ/ 82 —¢

| éEARCHEWDEXE —
—_— SERIALIZEOAASTFILED . .~ >
FEB 211977

— [JFBI-ATLANTA

&A{f/\*—m— |é(’
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Airtel to SACs, AT, BH, CG, CI, LS
RE: HOUSE SELECT -COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

(2) Subject of microphone survelllance during
3/19 = 20/60 at the Mldway Lodge, Mlamlsburg,
Ohio (CI 389=C* (RAC)).

" (3) Subjéect of microphone surveillance on 6/16/62 at
the LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, Illinois (CG 6556-5%).

(4) Subject of telephone surveillance from 10/25/63 to
11/22/63 at the NSRPR Headdquarters, also the residence
of Jack K. Warner, 1865 Bessemer Road Blrmlngham,
Alabama. (BH 292-=C*). This coverage was in
connection with the BAPBOMB case (BHfile 157-352).

JESSE B. STONER .

. (1) Subject of telephone surveillance from 10/10/63
) to. 2/18/64 at his residence, 100 1/2 Hunter St.,
Atlanta, Georgla. (AT 1377 .S% and AT 1378-8%)
This coverage was also in connection with the
BAPBOMB 1nvestlgatlon (ATfile 66~825).

DR. EDWARD FIELDS

(¥) Subject of microphone surveillance from 2/28/64 to.
3/1/64 at the Sheraton Hotel, Louisville, Kentucky
(LS 337-RAC*). This hotel was site of an NSRP
convention but installation was not feasible except to
cover the motel room of Fields.

It is noted that FBIHQ files reveal authorizatioéon
of other electronic surveillances of the NSRP, but
installation in those instances was not completed The HSCA
request is being interpreted to include only instances where

actual surveillance was conducted ~
W“_——-—_—*—‘

;ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwgﬁﬂddﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁ}$%g9435




Airtel to SACs, AT, BH, CG, CI, LS }
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Receiving offices are requested to review pertinent
indices and 1nvestlgat1ve files concerning instances of
above electronic surveillance which occurred in your
respective territories. Retrieve all material pertalnlng
to the authorlzatlon, installation and removal of these
surveillances ahd all communications, logs, and transcripts
which contain surveillance results. Furnlsh one legible
copy of all material.

Forward this material by cover airtel to FBIHQ,
Attenhtion= Congre351ona1 Inqulry Unit, Records Management
Division, by COB 3/3/78
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’ o AIRTE
2/16/78
Tor 8rCe, Atlanta -
Sirmiacgnam
Chicago
Cincinnati
Louisville
From. Diyvector, FRI (63 11729%9)
HOUST SELECT COMMITRIL

Ol ASSASSINATIONS (H8CA)
HUDED: 3/3/78

The HSCA is curyently conducting investigation
into the assasaination of ¥Yresgident John F. Rennedy and
Martin Luther King, Jr. In connection with the idng
matter, the HECA has been advised that the liational States
Rights Party (iiSRP), Jesse B. Stoner and Dr. fdward Fields
were subjects of electronic surveillance by the FBI. The
HSCA, by letter dated 2/8/78, requested access to IBI
materials pertaining to electronic surveillances of these
subjects durlng the poried 1956 through 1965,

Appropriate recoxds at FBIHQ disclosed the
pelow informatiocn concexrning electronic surveillance of
the following subjects:

VATIONAL, STATES RIGHTS PARTY
(1) Subject of microphone surveillance during

5/6 - 7/59 at thc Atlantic Totel, (hicago,
-Illinoles (CG 6323-C* (RAC)).

FEn 211977
[:::Tjétffhﬂiﬁéééﬁég

U
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Airtel to SACs, AT, Bi, CG, CI, LS
REi: LOUST SELEOCT COINMITTIL O ASSASSIIIATIONS

Receiving offices are requested t0 review pertinent
indiccs and investicative files concerning instances of
above electronic surveillance vhich occurred in your
raspective tervitories. Ietrieve all material pertaining
to the authorization, installation and removal of these
surveillances and all cormunications, logs, and transcripts
vhich contain surveillance results. TFurnish one legible
copy of all material.

: Forward this material by cover airtel to FEINQ,
Attention+: Congressional Inguixy Unit, Records lanagement
Division, by COB 3/3/78.




- '“1/5/78

FM - NEW ORLEANS (66-2878) (RUC)
TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE

BT

EFTO .
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA); BUDED: JANM, 13,

T
‘ 15( -
REBUTEL, DEC. 27, 1977. Lk' _

I) SA STEPHEN M. CALLENDER OF THE NEW ORLEANS DIVISION. WAS

1978.

THE NEW ORLEANS FIELD OFFICE CASE AGENT ASSIGNED TO- THE “MURKIN"
INVESTIGATION. AT THE TIME SA CALLENDER WAS ASSIGNED THE "MURKIN"
CASE, HE WAS ASSIGNED TO THE NUMBER SIX SQUAD IN THE NEW ORLEANS
OFFICE. THIS SQUAD HANDLED CR, RACTAL AND RELATED MATTERS.
"MURKIN" WAS UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF FORMER ASAC JOSEPH T.

SYLVESTEﬁ, JR. THE NATURE OF CALLENDER'S ASSIGNMENT IMMEDIATELY

C:;:2Atlanta (aM)
L: New Orleans

sMc/1xrs
(2)
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PAGE TWO NO 66-2878 E F T O
PRIOR TO HIS INVOLVEMENT IN THE "MURKIN" INVESTIGATION WAS IN THE
FIELDS OF CR, RACIAL AND RELATED MATTERS. )

II) THE FILES OF THE NEW ORLEANS OFFICE FAIL TO REVEAL THAT
THIS OFFICE EITHER CONSIDERED OR ENGAGED IN ANY COUNTERINTELLI-
GENCE (COIN TEL PRO) EFFORTS DIRECTED AGAINST KING OR THE SOUTHERN
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC).

NEW ORLEANS FILES WHICH INVOLVE THE SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS
OF KING (NO 100-16800) AND THE SCLC (NO 100-16849) HAVE BEEN
THOROUGHLY REVIEWED. NEW ORLEANS WAS MERELY AN AUXILIARY OFFICE
IN THESE INVESTIGATIONS, WITH ATLANTA BEING THE 0O. THE EXTENT
OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY NEW ORLEANS WAS THE COVERING OF
LEADS IN LA., SET FORTH BY ATLANTA OR OTHER OFFICES. THESE TWO
FILES WERE REVIEWED SERIAL BY SERIAL AND NOWHERE IS THERE ANY
INDICATION WHERE COUNTERINTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES WERE EITHER
CONSIDERED OR CARRIED OUT AGAINST KING OR THE'SCLC BY THE NEW
ORLEANS OFFICE.

DURING THE PERIOD OF 1965 - 1968, THE KING FILE IN THE NEW
ORLEANS OFFICE WAS REOPENED AND ASSIGNED AND THEN RUC'D AT LEAST
SEVEN TIMES AND THE SCLC FILE WAS REOPENED AND ASSIGNED AT iEAST

FIVE TIMES DURING THIS SAME PERIOD.
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PAGE THREE NO 66-2878 E F T O
AIR MATL COPY SENT ATLANTA DIVISION.

BT
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XX

1/4/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117296)
Attn: Congressional Inquiry Unit,;
Special Investigative Division

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (66-2242) (RUC)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
BUREAU DEADLINE - 1/13/78

Re FBIHQ teletype to numerous offices, including
Atlanta, 12/27/77.

Referenced Bureau teletype indicated that the
HSCA was currently conducting 1nvestlgat10n into the assassination
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (MURKIN): and in connection with
this 1nvest1gation, the HSCA had requested the FBI provide
the following:

(1) The identification of field office case agent(s)
assigned to the MURKIN investigation in recipient offices
and this was to include the division, section or squad assign-
ment, and the nature of the agent's assignment immediately
prior to his involvement in the MURKIN investigation.

(2) Identification of the field office case agent(s)
assigned to counterintelligence program (Cointelpro), efforts
directed against KING and the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) during the period 1965 -~ 1968 in recipient
offices, and this was to include the division, section or
squad assignment, and the nature of the agent's assignment
immediately prior to his involvement in the Cointelpro,

KING, and SCLC investigations.

In addition, recipients were to identify the case
agent(s) involved in the security investigation of KING
and SCLC, as well as the Cointelpro.

(€) 2-Bureau \J é‘j C/éé 72 {!3 7?&

C2=Atlanta (1- 66-2242) e
(1-44~2386) (MURKIN)

EAS/ljg DESTROT [ s
e @ \{W WER ,«,///

N\

€

2
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AT 66-2242

Atlanta has reviewed pertinent files as requested
by FBIHQ, and the information sought by the HSCA is set
forth below in chart form:

l. MURKIN
(Atlanta file 44-2386)
Nature of
Division, Agent's Assign-
Section, or ment prior to
Case Period Squad of involvement in
Agent assigned Assignment MURKIN investigation
ALAN G. 4/8/68 -~ Atlanta -~ §#3, Security/extremist
SENTINELLA 4/29/68 Security/extrenist investigations
Squad

ROBERT R. 4/29/68 - Atlanta $#4 Fugitive investi-
PERRY 7/30/68 Fugitives gations
O, RICHARD 7/30/68 - Atlanta - #3 Extremist
HAMILTON 7/31/69 investigations
O. RICHARD 5/30/70 = Atlanta - #3 "
HAMILTON 7/13/70
O. RICHARD 2/8/71 =~ Atlanta - #3 n
HAMILTON 3/16/71. )
0. RICHARD 3/31/71 -~ Atlanta - #3 v
HAMILTOM 4/1/71
O. RICHARD 7/13/73 -~ Atlanta -~ £#3 "
HAMILTON 8/31/713
O. RICHARD 6/19/74 - Atlanta ~ #3 "
HAMILTON 6/27/74
O. RICHARD 8/13/74 - Atlanta - #8 Civil rights
HAMILTON 9/24/74 Civil rights, thefts matters

" from interstate
shipment (TFIS)
Etc.
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AT 66-2242

Nature of

Division, Agent's Assign-
. Section, or ment prior to
Case Period Squad of involvement in
Agent assigned Assignment MURKIN investigation
THOMAS J. 8/26/75 - Atlanta -~ #8 Civil Rights,
WILSOHN 9/8/75 TFIS
THOMAS J. 1/7/78 -~ Atlanta - #8 "
WILSON 3/23/76
JOHN J. 10/12/77 - Atlanta - #8 Civil Rights
HAYMAN 11/8/77 matters
2, Atlanta Agents assigned
to/or who handled the Atlanta
Counterintelligence Program
(Cointelpro) during the period
1965 - 1968 in which efforts were
directed against KING and the SCLC
Nature of
Division, Agent's Assgign-
Section, or ment prior to
Case Périod Squad of involvement in
Agent assigned Assignment Cointelpro
CPUBA ' R
Cointelpro
ALDEN F. 4/14/64 -~ Atlanta -~ #3 Security
MILLER 8/13/65 Investigations
Cointelpro
Black Natjionalist-
Hate Groups
EDWARD U. 8/29/67 - Atlanta -~ #3 Security/extremist
CRIM 7/30/69 Investigations

CPUSA Negro

Question; Communist
Influence in Racial
Matters (CIRM)-

Cointelpro

No case agent assigned -
matters handled by:
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AT 66-2242
‘ Nature of
Division, Agent's Assign-
Section, or ment prior to
Case Period Squad of involvement in
Agent assigned Assignment Cointelpro
ROBERT R. 1/1/64 - Atlanta - $3 Security/extremist
NICHOLS 8/20/64 investigations
ALDEN F. 2/4/64 -~ Atlanta - §3 Security
MILLER . 8/21/64 investigations
ALAN G. 7/22/65 -~ Atlanta - #3 Security/extremist
SENTINELLA 4/15/69 . investigations
3. 1Identity of case agent(s) involved
in the security investigation of
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and the
SCLC
Nature of
Division, Agent's Assign-—
Section, or ment prior to
Case Period Squad of involvement in
Agent assigned Agssignment KING and SCLC
investigations
HARTIN LUTHER '
KING, JR.
SM—~-C
ROBERT R. 3/7/61 - Atlanta ~ #3 Security/extremist
NICHOLS 5/12/61 investigations
ROBERT R. 2/28/62 - Atlanta -~ £3 "
NICEOLS. 10/16/62
ROBERT R. 1/9/63 - Atlanta - #3 "
NICHOLS 7/31/63
ROBERT R. 11/6/63 - Atlanta - #3 "
NICHOLS 5/21/65
ALAN G. 5/21/65 - Atlanta - #3 0
SENTINELLA 6/5/68
4
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® 2722162 DEC 77

F4 DIRTCTOR (42-117290)

TO ATLANTA munm% FE)
BIRNINGHAY (I0UTIND)

CHICASY (ROUTINE)

LOS ANTELFS (ROUTIND

LOUISVILLE (ROUTINE)

MTMPHIS (ROUTIHED

NIAMI (ROUTINE)

NIW ORLFANS (?QUflﬁi)q

ST. LOUIS (ROUTIAE)

BT

EFTO

HOUS® SELTCT COMMITTES 04 ASEASS I%@TIG& (KSCAY, RBUREAU

BﬁADLlf” JANUARY 13, 1978,
—_—
THF HBCA IS CURRENTLY CﬁﬁﬁUCTI”S INVESTIGATION INTO THE

ASS Q‘ SINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER HIUT, JR. (MURRIND .  BY LETITR
o DATED DEC®MBER 13, 1377, THZ KICA ﬁEQﬁ& ‘TED THE FRI PROVIDF
THE FOLLOWING:

e o ({/D §f+6‘¢4~~91~/7
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PAGE T%0 EFTO.
1) IDENTIFICATION OF FIELD OFFICE CASE ABENT(E)

SSIGNED T0 THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION IN ALL' ABOVE LISTED
OFFICES (EXCEPT LOUISVILLE). INCLUDED SHOULD BE THE
DIVISINY, STCTIOW OR SGUAD OF ASSIGNMEWT AND THE NATURE OF
THE AGFAT'S ASSIGNMENT IMEDIATELY PRIOR T0 HIS INVAMEMENT
¥ THE MURKIH# THVESTIEATION.

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF FIELD OFFICE CASE AGENT(S)
ASGIGNED TO COUNTERINTELLIGERCE (COINTELPRO) EFFORTS DIRECTRD |

ASATAST FING AND THZ SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADFRSHIP COYFERENCE
(SCLC) DURING THE PSRIND 1S€5-194% IN ALL ACOVE LISTED
OFFICES, AS ABOVE, IMCLUDED SHOULD BF THE DIVISION, 'SECTIOHN
OR SQUAD OF .ASSIGHMENT AND THE NATURE OF THE AGENT'S
ASSIGNR2TTINMEDTATELY PRIOR TO KIS INVOLVEMENT If, THE
COINTELPRO, XING AND SCLC INVESTIGATIONS.

BECAUSE MOST COUNTERINTELLIGENCE ACTIVITY AGAINST XING:
AND SCLC UAS HANDLED IN THE SUBSTANTIVE INVESTIGATIONS, YOU
SHOULD IDTNTIFY THE CASE AGENT(S) INVOLVED IN THT SFCURITY
T3VESTIGATIONS OF KING A®D SCLC, AS WELL AS THE COINTELPRO. w
THIS RFVITW SHOULD IMCLUDT INSTANCES WHEPE COUNTERINTELLIGENCE
ACTIVITIES YERE FITHER CONSIDERZD QR CARRIED OUT AGAINGT

KING A"D SCLC,
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RESPONSES SHOULD BE -CUBMITTED B3Y TELETYPE TO THE
ATTENTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL IHGUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL
INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, BY JANUARY I3, 1978,

USDER CURRENT OPERATING PROCEDURES EXISTING BETWEEY
“THE DEPARTHENT OF JUSTICE A8D THE HSCA, DISCLOSURE .OF ABOVE
AGENT ISDENTITIES TO THE HSCA CANNOT BE PREVENTED, 'MOWEVER,

THE LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION OF FBIHC IS NEGOTIATING WITH THE
HSGA IN EFFORT To LIMIT PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF NAMES OF ANY
" AGRNT PERSOWNEL INVOLVED IN THE COINTELPRO AGTIVITIES., SUCH
AGREEMSNT YOULD FOLLOW PRECEDENT OF THE SENATE SSLECT
COMMITTER 0% INTELLIGENCE WHICH I8 ITS RFPORT DURING 1976
DID HOT LIST THE NAMES OF ANY FBI PERSOURSL BELOW THE POSITION
“OF S¥CTI0ON CHIEF.

BT

PLS HOLD
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HE0924 3612153 ﬂ
RR AT BH CG LA LS ME MM NO SL
DE HQ
R 2728107 DEC 77
FM DIRECTOR (62-11729@)
TO ATLANTA C(ROUTINE)
BIRMINGHAM (ROUTINE)
CHICAGO (ROUTINE)
LOS ANGELES (ROUTINE)
LOUISVILLE (ROUTINE)
MEMPHIS (ROUTINE)
MIAMI (ROUTINE)
NEW ORLEANS (ROUTINE)
ST. LOUIS (ROUTINE)
BT
EFTO ,
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS CHSCA), BUREAU
DEADLINE JANUARY 13, 1978. ‘
THE HSCA IS CURRENTLY CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION IN?O THE
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (MURKIN). BY LETTER
DATED DECEMBER 13, 1977, THE HSCA REQUESTED THE FBI PROVIDE

. THE FOLLOWING: : (o =227 2 —/7

SEARCHED . NDEXED

SERIALIZED __ % FItFN &

AL

FBI—AILANTA .~

’ NN
] l 4
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(1) IDENTIFICATION OF FIELD OFFICE CASE AGENT(S)
ASSIGNED TO THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION IN ALL ABOVE LISTED
OFFICES (EXCEPT LOUISVILLE), INCLUDED SHOULD BE THE
DIVISION, SECTION OR SQUAD OF ASSIGNMENT AND THE-NATURE OF
THE AGENT'S ASSIGNMENT IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO HIS INVLVEMENT
IN THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION., .

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF FIELD OFFICE CASE AGENT(S)
ASSIGNED TO COUNTERINTELLIGENCE (COI&TELPRO) EFFORTS DIRECTED
AGAINST KING AND THE‘SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
(SCLC) DURING THE PERIOD 1965-1968 IN ALL ABOVE LISTED

"OFFICES, AS ABOVE, INCLUDED SHOULD BE THE DIVISION, SECTION
OR SQUAD OF ASSIGNMENT AND THE NATURE OF THE AGENT'S
ASSIGNOPT IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO HIS INVOLVEMENT IN THE
COINTELPRO, XING AND SCLC INVESTIGATIONS.

BECAUSE MOST'COUNTERINTELLIQENCE ACTIVITY AGAINST KING
AND SCLC WAS HANDLED IN THE SUBSTANTIVE INVESTIGATIONS, YOU
SHOULD IDENTIFY THE CASE AGENT(S) INVOLVED IN THE SECURITY
INVESTIGATIONS OF KING AND SCLC, AS WELL AS THE COINTELPRO.
THIS REVIEW SHOULD INCLUDE INSTANCES WHERE COUNTERINTELLIGENCE
ACTIVITIES WERE EITHEﬁ CONSIDERED OR CARRIED OUT AGAINST
KING AND SCLC,
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RESPONSES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY TELETYPE TO THE
ATTENTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL
INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, BY JANUARY 13, 1978. _

UNDER CURRENT OPERATING PROCEDURES EXISTING BETWEEN
THE. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE HSCA, DISCLOSURE OF ABOVE
AGENT INDENTITIES TO THE HSCA CANNOT BE PREVENTED. HOWEVER,
THE LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION OF FBIH@ IS NEGOTIATING WITH THE
HSCA IN EFFORT TO LIMIT PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF NAMES OF ANY
AGENT PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN THE COINTELPRO ACTIVITIES: SUCH

. AGREEMENT WOULD FOLLOW PRECEDENT OF THE SENATE SELECT

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE WHICH IN ITS REPORT DURING 1976
DID NOT LIST THE NAMES OF ANY FBI PERSONNEL BELOW THE POSITION
OF SECTION CHIEF. ‘
BT

PLS HOLD
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76)
$
. TRANSMIT VIA:
[ Teletype
J Facsimile
i1 Airtel

€

FROM:

&ECEDENCEi
3 Immediate
[ Priority
] Routine
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DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTN:

SAC, ATLANTA (66-224

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS
BUDED 9/23/77

: Re FBIHQ teletype to Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago,
Los Ange;es, Miami, New Orleans, and St. Louis, 8/18/77.

Atlanta is furnishing FBIHQ, under separate cover,
two xerox copies each of 3250 Atlanta documents relative

' to captioned matter.

file.

EAS fbw
(99}

Approved: _

Atlanta

Package (Enc.3250) (4 boxes)
K(66-2242p
(L - 44-23 MURKIN)

o~
3

Referenced Bureau teletype pointed out that the

' House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) which is
investigating the assassinations of JOHN F. KENNEDY and

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., had requested access to investigative
files of recipient field offices concerning the Bureau's
investigation of the assassination of KING {(code name MURKIN).

FBIHQ instructed that recipient offices dsing
the criteria set forth on page 2 of referenced teletype,
furnish FBIHQ with two xerox copies of the MURKIN 1nvestlgat1ve

Based on the above, Atlanta noted that it had
a main 44 file on MURKIN, namely 44-2386, consisting of
23 volumes (2495 serials), plus subfiles B (1 volume -
bulky exhibits), C (1 volume - xXerox copies of Atlanta transmittall
letters to the Lab), D (1 volume -~ xerox copies of Lab reports),
E (1 volume - press release file), SF~1 (1 volume - MURKIN

cost data information) and SF-2 (1 volume - newspaper clippings)

2 - Bureau
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4 : Q/Trah; n;itte?d

Page'154

FBI

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT
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Date _ 9/21/77
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AT 66-2242

~

In addition, Atlanta had a racial matter case on the assassination
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Atlanta file 157-3094 which

consisted of 3 volumes (266) serials and appears to have

been a repository of information regarding KING's assassination,
the KING funeral, etc., prior to the opening of the Atlanta

44 file on MURKIN, . .

Atlanta has reviewed all the above files and volumes
and two xerox copies of each serial in these files are belng
sent to FBIHQ as requested by the Bureau:

Atlanta file 44-2386 on MURKIN con51st1ng of 23
volumes and 7 subfiles:

- ——— v - - - - -

VOLUME 1

Serials 44-2386 -~ 1B~1 through 6 . -
1 thrfough 47 )
. 47 :(two different serials were
. marked 47)
48 through 125

VOLUME_2
_ Serials 44-2386-126 through 300

VOLUME 3 . ) ' . .?
Serials 44-2386-301 through 500 | - }

_ VOLUME 4 | a
Serials 44-2386-501 through 700

VOLUME 5 -
serials 44-2386 -~ 701 throﬁgh 800

VOLUME 6

Serials 44-2386 - 801 and 802

-2~
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AT 66-2242

VOLUME 7

Serials 44-2386

VOLUME 8
Serials 44-2386

VOLUME 9
Serials 44-2386

VOLUME 10

803 through 827

there was no serial 828

as this was skipped.

829 through 898

899 and 900 are the same
serial - a wanted flyer for
JAMES EARL RAY

901 through 1000

1001 through 1058

there was no serial 1059 but there

were two serials marked 1059A and 1059B
1060 through 1200

1201 through 1262
there was no serial 1263 as this
number was skipped

'1264 through 1400

Serials 44-2386 - 1401 through 1600

VOLUME 11
Serials 44-2386

VOLUME 12
Serials 44-2386

VOLUME 13
Serials 44-2386

A
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through 1730

- there were two different
serials marked as serial 1730

through 1800

1601
1730

1731

1801 through 1863

1863 <~ there were 2 different serials
both marked as serial 1863 .

1864 through 1875A ”

1876 (large report - only 1l serial

gn this volume)




e e
AT 66-2242

VOLUME 14

i ' Serials 44-2386

VOLUME 15

Serials 44-2386

- VOLUME 16

Serials 44--2386

.

-

VOLUME 17

Serials 44-2386
VOLUME 18

Serials 44-2386
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1877 through 1901 : ~
1901 - there were 2 different serials
- both marked as 1901
1902 through 1926
there was no serial 1927 as this
was skipped
1928 through 1939

1940 through 1954

there was no serial 1955 as this
number was skipped

1856 through 1999

’

2000 through 2025A°

there was no serial 2025 as this number
was skipped but there was a serial 2026A
2027, 2027A, 2028 and 2028A

there was no serial 2029 as this

number was skipped but there was

a serial 2029A

2030, 2030Aa

there was no serial .2031 as this

number was skipped, but there was

a serial 2031A .

there was no serial 2032 as this

number was skipped, but there was

a serial 2032A :

2033 through 2051

there was no serial 2052 as this

number was skipped

2053 through 2080

2081 through 2113

2113A through 2185




AT 66-2242

VOLUME 19
Serials 44-2386
VOLUME 20
éerials 44-2386
VOLUME 21

Serials 44-2386

VOLUME 22

Serials 44-2386

VOLUME 23

Serials 44—2386

VOLUME B

e

2396

2186 through 2291

2292 through 2335

2336 through 2351

2351 ~ there were 2 different serials
that were both marked 2351
2352 through 2395

-

23%4 this serial was mistakenly marked
2394 and was different from

serial 2394 in volume 21

this serial was another copy

of serial 2395 that was in volume 21

through 2412

2395

2413 through 2487 )

one serial which was not serialized

2488

one serial which was' not serialized

2489, 2490 . .

2491 -~ there were 2 different serials
marked as serial 2491, both being
sent to FBIHQ with serial 2492

2492 through 2495

form FD-479

(Bulky Exhibits)

Serials 44-2386 - 1B - 1 through 6

VOLUME C

(Xerox copies of Atlanta transmitted letters

to the FBI Lab, Identification Division, Etc.

Serials 44-2386 - C -~ there were 21 items noﬁ serialized

[}
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AT 66-2242 e
VOLUME D (xerox copies of FBIHQ Lab letters)

Serials 44-2386-D - there were 69 items not serialized
to this volume ~

VOLUME E (Press Release File)

Serials 44-2386-E - there were 17 items not serialized
to this volume.

VOLUME SF-1 (MURKIN Cost Data File)

_Serials 44-2386 - SF-1 - 1 through 7

VOLUME SF-2 (MURKIN Newspaper Clipping File)
Serials 44-2386 - SF-2 - 1 through 36

1A EXHIBITS - VOLUMES 1 - 4 . ‘

Items 44-2386 - 1A -~ 1 through 64
. - 65 this was an NCIC list of motor
.. P vehicles and license plates
' stolen in Georgia - it was
. too big to xerox
~ 66 through 78
- 79 photograph not in the 1A envelope

- 81 photograph not in 1A envelope

.= 82 through I19

-~ 120 polygraph chart- too large to Xerox
121 through 124

¥

BULKY EXHIBITS FOR 44-2386 "

Item 44-2386 - 1B - 1 this was a Delta Air Lines computer
printout of passengers aboard various Delta Air Line flights,
including DAL flight 932 from Memphis to Chicago, 4/27/68
and DAL flight 595 from Birmingham to Memphis, 4/27/68.

This was a voluminous, continuous run computer printout
that was too large to xerox.

Item 44-2386 - 1B - 2 these were items of physical
evidence, including bed linen, cigarette butts, maps, a
saw, newspapers, etc, and are not being xeroxed.

Item 44-2386 - 1B - 3 this was a xerox copy of the
compliéte service record of AARON ISAAC LOFTON - these items
contain a notation "Information copy (extract) only, to

-6-
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be destroyed upon dbmpletion of action. Record copy on file
at USAIRR."

As a result, this item cannot be duplicated fof another
agency.
Xeroxed copies are being sent to FBIHQ.

Item 44-2386 - 1B - 4, these are enlarged copies of
an Atlanta area map and a Los Angeles area map and are too
large to run off on the xerox machine. As a result they
are not being submitted to FBIHQ.

" Item 44-2386 - 1B - 5 these were items furnished by .
the Newark Office to Atlanta which included a large looseleaf
type book with instructions on locksmithing and a locksmith
kit. These items are not being xeroxed.

Item 44-2386 - 1B - 6 this is a copy of a looseleaf
ledger book of JIMMY D. GARNER, 107 14th Street, NE, Atlanta,
Georgia. Xerox copies of this are being sent to FBIHQ.

-

Atlanta file 157-3094 (Assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR - Racial Matter)

VOLUME 1
Serials 157-3094 - 1 through 100

VOLUME 2 )
Serials 157-3094 -101 through 205
. -205 there were 2 different serials,
both marked as 205
~206 through 213
-213 there were 2 different serials,
both marked as 213
-214 through 218

VOLUME 3.
Serials 157-3094 - 219 through 266

one serial that was not serialized
which should have been 267
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1A EXHIBITS FOR 157-3094

Items 157-3094 - 1A - 1,2,3
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‘HROB77 2388155
RR AT BH CG LA MM NO SL

- DE HQ -

R 1861162 AUG 77

FM DIRECTOR -

: /7/7‘7‘25,9"@ |
T0 ATLANTA (ROUTINE)(y(y CS%
BIRMINGHAM (ROUTINE) :

CHICAGO (ROUTINE2
LOS ANGELES (ROUTINE)
MIAMI C(ROUTINE)

" NEW ORLEANS (ROUTINE).

‘ST, LOUIS (ROUTINE)

Aﬁgﬁiﬁ%@b

BT .
CLEAR .
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS; BUREAU DEADLINE .
SEPTEMBER 23, 1977

THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE -ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA),
WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATIONS OF JOHN F, KENNEDY
AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., HAS REQUESTED- ACCESS TO INVESTI-

GATE FILES OF THE ABOVE FIELD OFF CE FILES CONCERNING OUR
(gé;“’AZ;y‘éLQLf”’" /
SEARCHEDASZ NDEXED 7

. SERIALZ: "” HLCTRIIED Pt
. . ’ : ‘ ) AUGTY 577
) [ FBI-—ATLANTA
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PAGE TWO CLEAR
MURKIN INVESTIGATION (ASSASSINATION OF KINé{.

AT A MEETING WITH HSCA OFFICIALS 0N AUéUST 16, 1977,
CHIEF COUNSEL ROBERT G. BLAKEY AGREED THAT, TO AVOID DUPLICATION,
IT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR HIS STAFF TO REVIEY ONLY THE
FIRST PAGE OF ANY FIELD OFFICE DOCUMENT WHICH WAS DIRECTED
TO OR RECEIVED FROM FBI HEADQUARTERS OR THE MEMPHIS FIELD

-OFFICE (FBIHQ FILES HAVE BEEN PROCESSED AND MEMPHIS FILES

ARE CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED FOR THE HSCA). THIS FIRST PAGE
WILL PROVIDE THE HSCA A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING OF ALL ‘
SERIALS IN THE FILE, ALL SERIALS NOT DIRECTED TO OR
RECEIVED FROM FBIHQ OR MEMPHIS WOULD HAVEATO BE REVIEWED 1IN
THEIR ENTIRETY,

‘?HE HSCA ALSO DESIRES TO SEE ALL NOTATIONS IN THESE
FILES UNLFSS THE NOTATIONS ARE FOR INDEXING PURPOSES OR
GRAMMATICAL CORRECTIONS., THEREFORE, IF A FIELD NOTATION

'APPEARS IN OTHER THAN THE FIRST PAGE OF A SERIAL THAT

EXISTS IN THE FBIHQ OB MEMPHIS,FILE,kCOPIES OF THAT PAGE
WILL HAVE T0 BE REPRODUCED AND FORWARDED TO FBIHQ.

EACH RECIPIENT, EXCEPT MIAMI, USING THE ABOVE CRITERIA,
FURNISH FBIHQ TWO XEROX COPIES Q% YOUR MURKIN INVESTIGATIVE FILE.
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. PAGE THREE CLEAR
FILES SHOULD REACH FBIHQ BY SEPTEMBER- 23, 1977. IF YOUR

FILE CONTAINS ANY EXHIBIT, PHOTOGRAPH OR DOCUMENT WHICH CANNOT
BE REPRODUCED, SET FORTH A DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF THAT
ITEM IN THE COVER PAGES OF YOUR cdmmuNICAT;ou TRANSMITTING
THE FILES TO FBIHQ.
ALL COPIES SUBMITTED SHOULD BE CLEARLY LEGIBLE AND
_ SHOULD BE SENT REGISTERED MAIL, MARKED TO THE ATTENTION OF
THE CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION.
ANY QUEéIIONS“CAN BE RESOLVED BY CONTACTING SUPERVISOR
J. T. ALDHIZER, -EXTENSION 3685. |
SINCE MIAMI 'PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED A COPY OF ITS MURKIN
FILE DURING REVIEW OF THE KING CASE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE TASK FORCE, IT WILL NOT BE NECESSARY TO REPRODUCE
YOUR FILES IN LINE WITH THE ABOVE. HOWEVER, FILES SHOULD
lBE~REVIEWED»F9R~PAGES:NOT-PREVIOUSLYAFORWARDED FBIHQ
WHICH MAY CONTAIN NOTATIONS., .ADVISE FBIHQ RESULTS OF YOUR -
REVIEW, FURNISHING TWO COPIES OF ANY PAGE CONTAINING NOTATION
- AND CLEARLY IDENTIFYING SERIAL INVOLVED,
BT
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[ FM DIRECTOR . I |
TO ATLANTA (ROUTINE) | |
BIRMINGHAM (ROUTINEY
- CHICAGO (ROUTipzz ' ' . X
L0S ANGELES (ROUTINE) '
MIAMI.(ROUTINE)
NEW ORLEANS (ROUTINE)
ST. LOUIS (ROUTINE)
BT u |
* CLEAR" T - i
HOUSE SELECT COMMITIEE ON ASSASSINATIONS' BUREAU DEADLINE
SEPTEMBER 28, 1977 h | '
THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITIEE ON ASSASSINATIONS CHSCA) ,
. WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATIONS OF JOHN -l KENNEDY

AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., HAS REQUESTED ACCESS TO INVESTI-

GATE FILES OF THE ABOVE FIELD OFF\CE FTLES CONCERNING ‘OUR
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PAGE TWO CLEAR | |
_MURKIN INVESTIGATION (ASSASSINATION OF KING. ;

AT A MEETING WITH HSCA OFFICIALS ON AUGUST 16, 1977,
CHIEF cougsEL ROBERT G, BLAKEY AGREED THAT, TO Avoxg DUPLICATION,
IT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR HIS STAFF TO REVIEW ONLY %HE
 FIRST PAGE OF ANY FIELD OFFICE DOCUMENT WHICH WAS DIRECTED
T0' OR RECEIVED FROM FBI HEADQUARTERS OR THE MEmPHISfFréLD
" OFFICE (FBIHQ FILES.HAVE BEEN PROCESSED AND mzm?nréﬁﬁxuss '
ARE CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED FOR THE HSCA). THIs.§IRST PAGE
WILL PROVIDE THE HSCA A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING ovaup
SERIALS IN THE FILE., ALL SERIALS NOT DIRECTED TO oé
RECEIVED FROM FBIHQ OR Mémpﬂzs-woqLD HAVE TO BE REVIEWED IN
'THEIR ENTIRETY, : f

‘THE HSCA ALSO DESIRES T0 SEE ALL NOTATIONS IN fHEsz
FILES UNLESS THE NOTATIONS ARE FOR INDEXING'PURPOSEé OR
‘GRAMMATICAL CORRECTIONS, THEREFORE; IF A FIELD NOTATION
APPEARS IN OTHER THAN THE FIRST PAGE OF A SERIAL THéT
EXISTS IN THE FBIHQ OR MEMPHIS FILE, COPIES OF THAT;PAGE-
WILL: HAVE TO BE REPRODUCED AND FORWARDED T0 FBIHQ. |

EACH RECIPIENT, EXCEPT MIAMI, USING THE ABOVE CRITERIA,
FURNISH FBIH@ TWo XEROX COPIES OF YOUR MURKIN INVESTIGATIVE FILE.

L % e s mmemreme m A a5




R R = 3 -
¢ D
PAGE THREE CLEAR - ?
'FILES SHOULD REACH FBIHQ BY SEPTEMBER 23, 1977, IF YOUR
FILE CONTAINS ANY EXHIBIT, PHOTOGRAPH OR DOCUMENT WHICH GANNOT
BE REPRODUGCED, SET FORTH A DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF THAT.
ITEM Im-rﬁs COVER PAGES OF ébUR,commuwicATION'TRANs@ITTING
THE FILES TO FBiHQ. | ‘
ALL COPIES SUBMITTED SHOULD BE CﬂEARLY’LEGIBLE:AND
SHOULD BE SENT REGISTERED MAIL, NARKED T0 THE ATTENTION oF
THE CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISIONo
ANY QUESTIONS CAN BE RESOLVED BY CONTACTING SUPERVISOR
e Ta ALDHIZER, EXTENSION 3685,
m ' SINCE MIamI PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED. A COPY OF 118’ 'MURKIN
S ' FILE DURING -REVIEW OF THE KING CASE BY THE DEPARTME@T_OF
| QUSTICE'?ASK FORCE, IT WILL NOT BE NECESSARY T0~R$P§QDUGE
YOUR FILES- IN LINE WITH THE ABOVE, HowEVER,‘FILES'éﬂdULD-
BE REVIEWED FOR PAGES NOT PREVIOUSLY %QhWARDED FBEH@
WHICH ﬁAY céNTaqn NOTATIONS. ADVISE FBIHQ RESULTS éF’YOUR
REVIEW, FURNISHING TWwo COPIES.OF ANY PAGE-CONTAININé NOTATION

t

AND CLEARLY IDENTIFYING SERIAL INVOLVED, X

BT L
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HQCg4l 1152235

PP AT BH LR LS XY sL TP
D7 HQ

6 2521582 APR 77

Fi DfREcreR (62~-117259)
T2: ATLANTA (IMMEDIATE)
BlﬁmeGHAm (IMMED IATE)
LITTLE RNCK (IMMEDIATE)
LPUTSVILLE (IMMEDIATE)
NEW YORK (TMMEDIATE)
ET. LOUIS (IWMMEDIATE)
TAMPA (IMIIED ATE)

CLEaAR :
PTREC.IAL AI?QA@&A& . :
HOUST SELECT COMMITTEE 0% ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

REFERE%CE FBIHQ TELETYPE TO ALL SACS AND LEGATS DATED
MOVEMBER 24, 1976, .

RECE"TLY THE HSCA, RELATIVE TO THEIR INVESTIGATION INTO
THF ASSASSIYATION OF WARTIN LUTHER KING, REQUESTED THAT FBIHQ
FUR"ISH THE PRESE’'T WHEREABOUTS OF THREE FBI PERSONNEL WHO WERE
ASSIGNED T TgE LOUISVILLE DIVISION IN 1965, THESE INDIVIDUALS

ARY BER ARD C. BROwY, FORMER SaAC RETIRED’ SA WILLIAM ROBERT
3{9/@ / Mﬂ"\”f

91{/(‘&} /1/«3/;; {/C—)&;‘Q,/\[r

“(/‘ | ,@«%}/Cﬁ/&
o

@r——: ﬁ£¥”&*' SHc
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PAGE TUWO CLEAR
DUNCA °, CURRE“TLY ASSIGHED IN THE ST. LOUIS DIMISiON;
ROBERT EDWARD PETERS, FORMER SA RETIRED.

THE COMMITTEE HAS IMDICATED THAT THIS REQUEST IS RELATED
TO THETR RECEIT RECEIPT OF INFORMATION FROM A FORMER LOUISVILLE
PPLICT OFFICER WHO.ALLEGED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED AN OFFER- FROM
U"'AMED FBI A 'D POLICE PERSONNEL TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING.

FBIHQ HAS REQUESTED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OBTAIN FROM HSCA ALL
I FORMATICHN PERTAIZING TO THIS ALLEGATION, BUT TO DATE THE
COMMITTEE HAS *0T ACCEDED TO THIS REQUEST.

ADDITIONALLY, HSCA HAS REQUESTED THE IDENTITIES OF ALL
S 1CS WHO SERVED I% THE BIRMINGHAM DIVISION BETWEEEN DECEMBER,
1962, A*D DECEMBER, 1969. THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE: RAYMOND L.
FAISST, FORMER SAC RETIRED; EVERETT J. INGRAM, FORMER SAC -
D “CTASED; JAUES L. MCGOVERN, FORMER SAC RETIRED: GEORGE W. HALL,
FORMFR SAC RETIRED; JOSEPH H. GAMBLE, FORMER SAC RETIRED; RALPH J.
MILES, FORMER SAC RETIRED. EACH OF THESE SURVIVING FORMER
FMPLOYEES IS TO BE CONTACTED IMMEDIATELY BY SAC OR ASAC WHERE
FTASIBLE, A“D ALERTED THAT HE MAY BE APPROACHED BY HSCA
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PAGT THREE CLEAR

R™PRRSZ TATIVE FOR INTERVIEW. EACH SHOULD BE ADVISED THAT IN
AH~ TVENT HE IS COZTACTED HE MAY DESIRE TO CONTACT THE BUREAU'S
L7GAL COUNSEL NIVISION BY COLLECT CALL FOR FULL INFORMATION
P=RTAINING TO HIS OBLIGATIONS AS TO CONFIDENOIALITY OF
I"FGRMATIZN ACQUIRED AS A% FBI EMPLOYEE,

SA DU CAN, ST. LOUIS DIVISION, SHOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO
TMMIDIATELY ADVISE SAC, ST. LOUIS, AND FBIHQ, ATTENTION
CO'GRFSSIN“AL INQUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, IN
THR EVE T HE IS CWNTACTED BY THE COMMITTEE.

_THE INFORWATIOY REQUESTED BY HSCA IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE
THRCUGH THE DEPARTHMENT. |

TN THE EVENT A FORMER EMPLOYEE NO LONGER RESIDES IN YOUR
TZRRITORY, SET OUT LEADS'TO OTHER OFFICES WITH A COPY TO FBIHQ.

ATLA 'TA: JAMES L. MCGOVERN, 2689 CANNA RIDGE CIRCLE,
ATLATA, GEORGIA.

BIRMI GHAM: RALPH J. MILES, 1126 WOUNTAIN 0aKS DRIVE,
BIRMI“GHAM, ALABAMA.
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PAGF FOUR CLEAR
LITTLE ROCK: RAYMOND L. FAISST, 113 CAMBRIDGE PLACE,
'LTTTLE RACK, ARKA !SAS.
 LOUISVILLE: BERMARD C. BROWN, €904 WYTHE HILL CIRCLE,
PRCSPECT, KE.TUCKY; ROBERT EDWARD PETERS, 412 TRINITY HILLS LANE,
LOUTSVTLLE, KE"TUCKY. ' '
JEW YORK: UJOSEPH H. GAMBLE, 24 GREYSTONE ROAD, ROCKVILLE
CEZ"TFR, NEW YORK. " i
ST. LOUIS: SA WILLIAM ROBERT DUNCAN.
TAMPA: GEORGE W. HALL, 5598 TRELLIS LANE, FORT MYERS,
5 : .

FLORIDA,
BT

11522447 AT 2.
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HQOBAL 1152235
PP AT BH LR LS 4 SL TP
DE He
0 2521562 APR 77
FM DIRECTOR (62~11729)
TO: ATLANTA (IMMEDIATE)
BIRMINGHAM (IMMEDIATE)
LITILE ROCK (IMMEDIATE)
LOUISVILLE (IMMEDIATE)
NEW YORK (IMMEDIATE)
ST. LOUIS (IMMEDIATE)
TAMPA C(INMED ATE)
BT |
CLEAR
PERSONAL ATTENTION
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE .ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
" REFERENGCE FBIHQ TELETYPE TO ALL SACS AND LEGATS DATED
NOVEMBER 24, 1976, ’
RECEUTLY THE HSCA, RELATIVE TO THEIR INVESTIGATION INTO
-THE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, REQUESTED THAT FBIHQ
FUR"ISH THE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS OF THREE FBI PERSONNEL WHO WERE
ASSIGNED TO THE LOUISVILLE DIVISION IN 1965. THESE INDIVIDUALS
ARE BER“ARD C.. BROYN, FORMER SAC RETIRED; SA WILLIAM ROBERT

AN e

R
"
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PAGE TWO CLEAR g
DUNCA", CURREHTLY ASSIGKED IN THE ST, LOUIS DIVISION

; ROBERT EDWARD PETERS, FORMER SA RETIRED.

THE COMMITTEE HAS INDICATED THAT THIS REQUEST IS RELATED
TO THEIR RECENT RECEIPT. OF INFORMATION FROM A FORMER LOUISVILLE
POLICZ OFFICER WHO ALLEGED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED AN OFFER FROM
‘UNNAMED FBI A”D POLICE PERSONNEL TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING.

FBIHQ HasigEQUESTEn THAT THE DEPARTMENT OBTAIN FROM HSCA ALL
I FORMATION PERTAIEING TO THIS ALLEGATION, BUT T0 DATE THE
COMMITTEE HAS NOT ACCEDED TO THIS REQUEST.

ADDITIONALLY, HSCA HAS REQUESTED THE IDENTITIES OF ALL
$1CS. WHO SERVED IN THE BIRMINGHAM DIVISION BETWEEEN DECEMBER,

" 1962, A"D DECEMBER, 1969, THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE: RAYHOND L.
FAISST, FORMER SAC RETIRED; EVERETT J. INGRAM, FORMER SAC =
DECEASED; JAMES L. MCGOVERN, FORMER SAC RETIRED: GEORGE W. HALL,
FORMER SAC RETIRED; JOSEPH H. GAMBLE, FORMER SAC RETIRED; RALPH J,
MILES, FORMER SAC RETIRED. EACH OF THESE SURVIVING FORMER
EMPLOYEES IS TO BE CONTACTED IMMEDIATELY BY SAC OR ASAC WHERE

. FEASIBLE, AND ALERTED THAT KE fIAY BE APPROACHED BY HSCA
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PAGE THREE CLEAR

REPRESEITATIVE FOR.INTERVIEW.,. EACH SHOULD BE ADVISED THAT IN.
OHE EVENT HE IS CONTACTED HE MAY DESIRE TO CONTACT THE BUREAU'S
LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION BY COLLECT CALL FOR FULL INFORMATION
PERTAINING TO HIS OBLIGATIONS AS TO CONFIDENOIALITY OF
ILFORMATION ACQUIRED AS AN FBI EMPLOYEE,
SA DU'ICAN, ST, LOUIS DIVISION, SHOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO
IMMEDIATELY -ADVISE SAC, ST, -LOUIS, AND FBIKQ, ATTENTION
CO GRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, IN
THE EVE T HE IS CMNTACTED BY THE COMMITTEE.
THE INFORMATION REQUESTED BY HSCA IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE
THRouGH~THE_QEPARTMENT. ‘

"IN THE EVENT A FORMER EMPLOYEE NO LONGER RESIDES IN YOUR
TERRITORY, SET OUT LEADS TO' OTHER 6FslcEé WITH A COPY TO FBIHQ.
ATLANTA: JAMES L. MCGOVERN, 2689 CANNA RIDGE GIRCLE,

ATLANTA, GEORGIA. ‘
BIRMI'GHAM: RALPH J. MILES, 1126 kounra&n 0AKS DRIVE,
BIRMINGHAM; ALABANMA. |
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LITTLE ROCK: RAYMOND L. FAISST, 113 CAMBRIDGE. PLACE,
LITTLE ROGK, ARKANSAS. '

LOUISVILLE; BERNARD C. BROWN, 6584, WYTHE .HILL CIRGLE,
PROSPECT,. KENTUCKY; ROBERT EDWARD PETERS, 412 TRINITY HILLS LAMNE,
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, | _ | '

- NEW YORK: QOSEPH He GAﬁBLE, 24 GREYSTONE ROAD, ROCKVILLE
CENTER, NEW YORK. . - ( . ‘.

ST, LOUIS: SA WILLIAM ROBERT DUNCAN. o

TAMPA : GEORGE We HALL, 5598 TRELLIS LANE, FORT MYERS,
FLORIDA. '

BT

11522447 AT 2.
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‘Z%ﬁ9&4' Director, FBI

- { BUREAUWIDE INFORMATION PROGRAM, 77-5

i

Attached is a copyw of a three-page news release
which was made by Attorney General Griffin B. Bell on
2/18/77 pertaining to the report prepared by the Department
of Justice Task Force which conducted a review of our
security investigation, as well as our investigation
regarding the assassination, of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

There also is attached a copy of the Task Force's
report, together with its exhibits. Copies of this report,
including its exhibits, have been made available to news
media by the Department of Justice.

I have made the fbllow1ng statement in respdnse
to inquiries regarding the Task Force s report which have
been received at FBIHQ:

(This line for LEFT MARGIN .

"I noted with .great satisfaction the conclusions
of the task force that the FBI's assassination probe
of the Martin Luther King slaying was 'credible and
thorough'; that there was no evidence of a conspiracy;-
and that the report clearly indicates no complicity:
on the part of the FBI in this assassination.

- (Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.)

Enclosure

1 - All FhAeld Offices - Enclosures (2)
h@gq‘“. iegat - Enclosures (2)

o .n{\l\(l‘ - !977

* FBY==ATLANTA
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Airtel to SAC, Albany

RE: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE REPORT
ON FBI INVESTIGATIONS INVOLVING
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

"There are portions of the report which describe
objectionable actions on the part of the FBI.

"Guidelines, procedures and our determination
to be completely observant of civil rights and the
dignity of man will prevent a recurrence of these

activities.)
If requesTeéd to comment regarding any of the
conclusions of the Task Force or concerning the contents
of its report, you should feel free to quote my above-cited
/ statement. However, you should not expand on my statement.}/
or volunteer observations of your own.

In addition, you should not hesitate to refer news
media representatives who make inquiries about matters covered
in the Task Force report to the Press Services Unit (Ext. 3691)
of the External Affairs Division.

Should you receive inquiries regarding the
availability of copies of the Task Force report, you should
state that the report was released by the Department of
Justice and that the FBI has been advised that copies of
the report are being printed and will be available for
purchase through the Superintendent of Documents, U. S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . " TAG
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1977 202-739-2028

The FBI conﬁucted a thorough investigation of the
assassination of Dr. Maftin Luther King, Jr., a Department
of Justice task force concluded in a report released today by
Attorney General Griffin B. Bell.

The 149-page report was submitted‘by the task force
of the Office of Professional Responsibility following an
cight-month intensive review of FBI files and in@ervieW'of
witnesses. The purpose of the study was to examine FBI
activities involving Dr. King and to evaluate the effectiveness
of thé assassination investigation.

The report concluded that the FBI had conducted a .

painstaking and successful investigation of the 1968

assassination in Memphis, Tennessee.

The task force also found no evidence of FBI

o,
~

complicity in the murder.
The only new evidence that was developed related to
details that did not affect the ultimate conclusion that James

Earl Ray was the properly convicted murderer,

. LARe - 1977
Y FBI—ATLANTA
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Task fofce of fi\.ze atto,rney,and two research
analjsfs”rgvi?wed more than 200,000 documents from FBI
Headquarters and field Office files and interviewed some 40
witnesses in its study of the-King cage.

On April 26, 1976, then Attorney General Edward H.
Levi directed the Office of Professional Responsibility, headed
by Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., to review Department files to
determine:

(1) Whether the FBI investigation of Dr. King's
murder on April -4, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee, was thorough
and honest; : T

(2) Whether thére was any evidence of FBI
invelvement in Dr. King's death;

(3) Whether any new evidence had” come to the
attention of the Department bearing on the assassination which .
should be dealt with by the proper authorities; and

€3] ﬁhether the relationship beiweenfthe,FBI and
Dr.'King called for criminal prosecution, discipliﬁary
proceedings, or other appropriate action.

Aftér reviewing the murder inveséggafiop, the task
force turned to the pre-assassination security investigation of
Dr. King. The task force found that there may have been an
arguable basis for the FBI 'to initiate a security investigation
on Dr. King, but continued that the security investigation should
have been ended in 1963 and not continued until his death‘fiVe

years later.
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The FBI's COINTELPRO-type haréssment of Dr. King and
efforts to drive him out of the civil rights movement were found
to have been clearly improper.

Mr. Shaheen's report concluded that any criminal
action against FBI participants in the harassment campaign was
barred by the statute of limitations. The task force
recommended no disciplinary action because the chief FBI
offic}als responsible for ihe harassment are dead or retired.

The task force submitted recommendations for tighter
supervision of the FBI's doﬁestic intelligence activities and
endorsed the Department's new guidelines in this area. The
task force also proposed outright prohibitioﬁ of COINTELPRO-~type

activities against domestic intelligence subjects.

DOJ-1977-02
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. The Mission Of The Task Force

1. The Problem

n November 1, 1975, William C. Sullivan, former
Assistant Director, Domestic Intelligence Division,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, testified before the
Senate Select Committee to Study Govermmental Operations
with Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related that
from late 1963 and continuing until the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., King was the target of an
intensive campaign by the F.B.I. to neutn:aiize him as an
effective civil rights leader. Sulliven stated that in
the war against King "No holds were barred." (Senate
Report No. 94-755, Final Report of the Select Committee
to Study Governmental Operaticns with Respect to
‘Intelligence Activities, Book II, p. 11). This and other
testimony describing this F.B.I. counterintelligence
campaign against King reached the public through the
news media. As a consequence there was a regeneration of
the widespread speculation on the possibility that the
Bureau may have had some responsibility in Dr. King's
death and may not have done an impartial and thorough

investigation of the assassination.
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2. The Attommney Ceneral's Directive

Oa Novenber 24, 1975 the Attorney General of the
United States directed the ClVZLl nght:s Division of the
Department of Justice to wndertzke 'a review of the files
of the Depé.rmmt and its Federal Bureau of Investigation
to determine whether. the investigation of the assassinaticn
' of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. should-be redpened. bdore
particularly it was sought to-be determined: .(1) whether
any action take;'t in relation to Dr. .King by the FBI before
the assassination had, or may have had; 'an effect, direct
" or indirect, on that event, and (2) whether any action was
taken by the- FBL which had, or may have had, any cther
adverse effect-on Dr. King. Recommendations for criminal,

disciplinary or.other apprgpﬁate -action-were réquested.

3. The Review wp to Apbril 26, 1976

In the next four months, tixe Assistant Attorney
General in charge of the Givil Rights Divisitn, his
principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General and the
Chief of the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights
Divigion, acting as a review staff, variously read portions

of the FBI headjuarters file cn a person
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who served as. an adviser to Dr. King, portions of the FBI

headquarters security file on Dr. King himself; portions

of the FBI headquarters file on the assassination investi-

gation, some Department (as opposed to FBI) files relating

to Dr. King, and other Bureau documents including everything

on Martin Luther King, Jr., held in the late J. Edgar Hoover's

official, confidential and personal files. '
By a memorandum to the Attorney General dated April

9, 1976, the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the

Civil Rights‘ﬁivisim submitted a 51 page report of the

Chief of the Civil Rights Division's Criminal Section dated

March 31, 1976, exbodying the results of the three-man study,

limited to the above listed files, and concentrating almost

exclusively on the pre-assassination surveillance of, and

counterintelligence activities against, Dr. King.

The Assistant Attorney General recommended the

" creation of a Departmental Task Force to coaplete the

review he and his team had begumn. He also recommended an
Advisory Commlttee of distinguished citizens to advise with
the task force. The further review proposed included inter-
rogation of material witnesses, reading all the pertinent
field office files and reviewing all of the headquarters
files relating to Dr King and possibly to other civil rights

activists. A recommendation was made to review tapes secured
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by electronic sirveillance with a view to determining
which of such materials should be and could be .legally
destroyed. The Assistant Attomrmey General felt that
the FBI should assess the 'culpabiiity of -its' agents
involved in the wrongdoing by the principals named in
the report. His memorandum to the Attorney General
cncluded that probably criminal redress was time-
barred, -that civil remedies might be available to

the King family but might also be more embarrassing
than helpful, and hence that consideration be given
to a direct payment by the settlement process or by

a private bill to compensate the King survivors, or
with the swrvivors' concurrence; the King Foundation;
if this last issue were left to the task force or an
Advisory Commission, it should consider the pros and
cons. and recommend as it sees fit.

The Attorney General forwarded the Civil Rights
Division uanorandé (and comments thereon from the Deputy
Attorney General, the Solicitor Gemeral, and fram staff’
menbers and the Assistantijttqrney General of the Criminal
Division) to the,Comsel, Office of Professicmal Respon-
sibility. The Attorney Gemeral charged the Office of
Professional Responsibility with the work of coapleting
the review begun by the Civil Rights Division. I;is memo-

randum states:
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"My request for the review
involved four matters. First, whether
the FBI investigatiqn of the Dr. Martin
Luther King's .assassination was thorough
and honest; second, whether there was
any evidence that the FBI was involved
in the assassination of Dr., King; third,
in light of the first two questions,
whether there is any new evidence which
has come to the attention of the Depart-
ment concerning the assassination of Dr.
King which should be dealt with by the.
appropriate authorities; fourth, whether
the nature of the relationship between
the Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminzl
prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or
other appropriate actionm.

As the fourth point, I again note
that from the partial review which has
been made, Mr. Pottinger concludes 'we
have found that the FBI undertoock a system-
atic program of harassment of Martin Luther
King, by means both legal and illegal, in
order to discredit him and harm both him
and the movement he led.' Assuming that
the major statutory violations relevant
> to this conduct would be 18 U.S.C. Section
' 241 and Section 242, Mr. Pottinger's memo-
randum. concludes that any prosecution con-
templated wundexr those acts would now be
barred by the five-year statute of limita-
tions with the possible exception which
would exist if there were proof of a con-
tinuing conspiracy.

As to the matter of new evidence
with respect to the assassination my under-
standing is that the Department has never
closed the Martin Luther King file and
that numerous allegations of the possible
involvement of co-conspirators are promptly
investigated. The thrust of the review which
I requested, however, was to determine
whether a new look at what was done by the
Bureau in investigating the assassination
or in the relationship between the Bureau
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and Dr. King might give a different
emphasis or new clues in any way to
the questim of involvement in that
crime, At this point in the review,
as I read the wemoranda, nothing has
tumed wp relevant on this latter
point.

The review is nct complete.
Mr. Pottinger and all those who have
comrented upon his memorandum recomrend
that the review be completed. M.
Pottinger also; has made other recommen-
dations upon which there is some differ-
ence of opinion. In my view, it is
essential that the review be coupleted
as soon as possible and in as thorough
a mammer as is required to answer the
basic questions. In view of what has
already been done, and the tentative
conclusions reached, special -emphasis
should be given to the fourth question.
In conducting this review-you should
call wpon the Department to fimmish .
‘to you the staff you need.

My conclusim as to the review
conducted by the Civil Rights Division
is that it has now shown that this
camplete review is necessary, particu-
larly in view of the conclusion as to

* the systematlc program of harassment.
If your review turns wp matters for
specific action, we should discuss the
best way to proceed on each such -case.'

B. The Task Force And The Method Of Review

The Counsel of the Office of Professiocnal Responsi-
bility selected three attorneys from the Civil Rights Divisionm,
Joseph F. Gross, Jr., James R, Kieckhefer and William D. White,
one attorney from the Criminal Section of the Tax Division,
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James F. Walker, and a retired attorney Fred G. Folsomr,_

who is currently a consultant to the Tax Division with
37 years of experience in Civil Rights Division (which
included I:mm:)cide cases), Criminal Division and Tax
Division prosecutions. As the senior mem the latter
was designated to head the task force. This committee
or task force began its work on May &4, 1976. "The committee
was further staffed by the addition of two research analysts,
Ms. Hope Byme and Mr. Geoffrey Covert, two secfetaxies,
Ms. Veronica Keith and Mrs. Renee Holmes, and two clerk-
typists, Mrs. leroylyne Muxray and Ms. Dana Boyd.
Consideration of a tentative outline for an eventual
report based on the chronology of events in the relationship
between Dr. Martin Luther King and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation brought the task force up against the fact
that the field of the history before the assassination had
just ‘been plowed twice: once by the Civil Rigl'uts Division
memoranda of March 31, 1976, and April 9, 1976 and once
(among other kindred subjects) by the Senate Select Committee
to Study Govermneﬁtal Operations with Respect to6 Intelligence
Activities (Senate Report, No. 94-155 94th Congress, 2d
Session, RBooks II and III).
By way of contrast, however, the matter of the assas-

sination of Dr. King and the ensuing investigation had been
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judged by the Civil Rights Division's Assistant Attommey
General and his two assistants primarily on their farm’ili—
arity with the Department file on the investigation as it
had progressed since 1968, The Civil Rights Division's
Martin Luther King, 'Jr: , review memoranda reflected that
a study had been made of only the first 10 sections of the
FBI headquarters file on the assassination investigation
and only a random in’spection was done of some of the remain-
ing 74 sections. There was no factual discussion or analysis.
The conclusion was reached by the Civil Rights Division staff
that "'the Bureau's Investigation was comprehensive, thorough
and professional QMmrphy memorandum'of March 31, 1976, p. 6).
It was determined, therefore to begin the task force's study
with a complete review of the files on the FBI's investigaticn
of the assassination. It was the consensus of the review
team that by approaching the whole task by first examining
~ the character and ccupleteness of the murder investigation
an answer could be made to .the Attorney General's question
as to the Bureau's performance in that regard and also an
answer could be indicated to his question going to the Bureau's
possible responsibility, 1f any, direct or indirect, for
Dr. King's death.

After the examination of the FBI's investigation of

the mmrder of Dr, King, the review team proceeded to go
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back and complete the inquixy into the PBureau's pre-~
asséssination rglationship with Dz, King, Necessarily"
included again in this second stage of our review was
the consideration of whether the FBI was in any way
inplicate:d in the mumder directly or indirectly.

The task force made a particular point of looking
at all the material in the FBI headquarters and ﬁeid
office files on the Assassinationr Investigation, the so-
called '"Miurkin File" Qimkin being zn acronym for Mmder
of King) 1/; the Martin Luther King Security File 2/ ; the
Cc;:zﬁmfil-SCIC File (Cominfil being an acronym for Commmist
infiltration; S.C.L.C., the initials for the Southern Christian
leadership Conference) 3/; the file on Commumist Influence
in Racial Matters 4/ and the advisor to King File é_/.
The "Murkin' file was solely concerned with the mwder investi-

gation. The other four files provided a multi-focal view

1/ FBI HQ. 44-38861
2/ FBI HQ. 100-106670

- 3/ -FBI HQ. 100-438794

4/ FBI HQ. 1002442529 and the predecessor file
“entitled Coommmist Party, U.S.A. Negro Question;
FBI HQ. 100-3-116

5/ FBI HQ. 100-392452




of the Bureau's intelligence and counterintelligence
activities with respect to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The scheme of citation hereinafter used will be to
nﬁiﬁnﬁze‘fbotﬁotes, place the source citation in the
body of the writing, and designate headquarters files
by "HQ" and number and serial and Field ‘Office files

by city and number and serial, e.g.: (Memphis 44-1987-
153). Exceptions to this scheme will be explained when
made.

The more voluminous of the pertinent files in
addition to the FBI headquarters files and the Washington
Field Office files were located in Memphis, Atlemta,
Baltimore, Charlotte, Birmirigham, New Grieaxis, Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Kansas City, St. Louis, Omaha, Chicago,
Springfield (I1l1.), Milwaukee and New York. These were
examined in place by visits by task force persormel. The
remaining files were xeroxed and forwarded for review in
Washington. Pertinent newspaper élipéing files maintained . .;
by the Department and by the Bureau and its field offices
were scammed.

In terms of papers examined, more than 200,000
entries, many with mmerous pages concerning both the
murder investigation and the security investigation were

. covered. The five attorneys sitting together oxiginally

-10-
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and later, as the work progressed, splitting up to

work singly or in teams together with the research
personnel, considered separate sections of each file
compiling notes, cammenting on, or reading aloud, or
noting for reading by all of the camittee, items of
significance. Notes were taken, when pertinent items
were encountered, on a serial-by-serial basis ("serials"
being each separate document entry of one or more pages
in the file). The resulting books of notes were then
reviewed and used in conjunction with the original-source
serials for the development of the statements of fact
herein. In addition witness interviews were reflected

in contemporaneous memoranda which aided in the development
of the facts recited.

- Selected portions of the so-called Official and
Confidential files which had been kept in the office of
the late J. Edgar Hoc;ver, same sensitive files in the
office of a Section Chief in the FBI Security Division,
and the files of former Assistant Director William
Sullivan were reviewed. So also were the pertinent
files of the Attorneys General. The task force attorneys
reviewed the transcripts of key intercepted telephone

and microphone overheard conversations of Dr. King

*and his associates. These were spot checked
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for accuracy against the tapes of those surveillances.
A canvass of other investigative agencies was made to
determine whether their fi‘les reflected that intelligence

or counterintelligence requests had been made upon them

by the FBI in relation to Dr. King This included the

Defense Department, the State Department, the U.S.

Information Agency, the C.I.A., the Secret Service, the

Postal Inspection Service, the Internal Revenue Service's
Intelligence Division and the Treasury Department's Bureau

of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. The material turned up

by these agencies was examined, albeit little of consequence

wa's‘ discovered. Relevant portions of the investigation reports
of the Memphis Police Department on the King murder were

xeroxed and studied.

In addition to official files, the task force persommel
considered published material from the public sector dealing
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr_, and his assassination.

Included in this category were a viewing of the Columbia
Broadcasting System 's program on the death of King in its series
"The Assassins," a National Broadcasting Company '‘Tomorrow'
program of April 4, 1974, and perusal of books and articles

on the Sout:hern. Christian Leadership Conference and the role

of the FBI in relation to the murder of Dr. King (see

Bibliography, App. A,Ex. 6). This lead to some valuable
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evidentiary material - principally the oral and written
statements of James Earl Ray - which was used to buttress
the reconstruction of the facts of the mmder and of the
FBI investigation.

Some 30 interviews were conducted, principally in
the assassination phase of the task force study. They were
helpful in supplementing the results of interviews done
during the mmder investigatien.

During the review of the Memphis Field Office files,

an on~-site inspection of the crime scene was conducted and

" the exhibits in the office of the Clerk of the County Court

for Shelby Couty, Termessee, were examined.
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II. THE ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION

A. Events Surrounding April 4, 1968

1. The Poor People's Campaign

To understand the movements of Dr. King during this
critical period, it is necessary to briefly discuss the

Poor People's Campaign (POCAM), originally called the

Washington Spring Project in which he and the SCLC were involved.

POCAM was scheduled to begin the first week of April 1968,
and involved recruiting some 3,000 poor unemployed blacks
from 16 localities in the United States for the purpose of
going to Washington, D.C., and petitioning the goverrment to-
improve their economic status (HQ 157-8428-51).

The plan was to camp on the Washington Momument or
Lincoln Memorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132). During the first
and second weeks, demands would be made of congressmen and
heads of departments, such as the Secretary of Labor. If the
demands were not met, nonviolent demonstrations were to be
conducted (HQ. 157-8428--109).

| Dr. King's plarmed travel schedule for February and
March included trips to 9 major cities and visits to various
points in Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina
and Virginia (HQ 157 8428-75). By mid February Dr. King had

become discouraged with the lack of progress in recruiting and
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training demonstrators (HQ 157-8428-206). During this low
point in the POCAM Dr. King was pursuaded to alter his plans
and to go to Memphis, Temmessee, in support of a strike involving
the city's sanitation workers.

2. Memphis Sanitation Worker's Strike s

On February 12, 1968, approximately 1,000 sanitation
workers employed by the city of Memphis called a wildcat
strike. The strikers were represented by Local 1733 of the
American Federation of State, County and Mmicipal Employees
who demanded exclusive recognition of the union as bargaining
agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage improvements,
payroll deduction of umion dues, and a pramotion system as well
as a pension, hospitalization and life insurance prog‘ram.

(HQ 157-9146-X1).

The NAACP intervened in the strike because all of
the sanitation workers, excluding drivers, were black. A.
militant young black power group known as the Invaders was
similarly interested in the strike. The group consisted of
about 15 members, mostly high school dropouts, and was a cell
of a larger group known as Black Organizing Power (BOP) headed
by Charles L. Cabbage and Joln B. Smith. The alleged purpose
of BOP was to stiﬁnléte a sense of black identity, black pride

and black consciousness in young blacks.
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The strikers were also supported by a group of black
ministers, commected with the Memphis Interdenominational.
Ministerial Alliance, who, adopted the name OOME (Commumity on
the Move for Equality). It was members of this group that
were instrumental in bringing Dr. King to Memphis. On March 3,
1968; the Reverend James M. Lawson, Jr., pastor of the
Centenary Methodist Cl'mrch,'tMe:rphis, and mepber of OOME, stated
on a television program (WHBQ-TV) that he wanted to bring
Dr. ng (and other heads of civil xrights orga:nizations) to
Menphis in an effort to unify the entire black commmity
behind the demands of the strikers (HQ 157-9146-X23). The
intervention of these various black comumity .organizations
caused the city of Memphis to be conqerned about the racial
overtones of the strike and the possibility of violence
(HQ 157-9146-X1).

Dr. King made his first visit to Memphis in support
of the strike on the.night of March 18, 1968. On that occasion,
in addressing an estimated crowd of 9,000 to 12,000 people at |
a rally sponsored by COME at the Mason Temple, he called for
a general protest-day on March 22, 1968. All blacks were asked
not to go to work or school on that day and were urged to
participate in a massive downtown march. Dr. King and his

party stayed at the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, on
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the night of March 18, 1968 and left Memphis shortly beforeﬁ
noon on March 19, 1968, ostensibly to go to the State of
Mississippi in commection with the POCAM (HQ 157-9146-X39).

The City of Memphis waS'virtually,ﬁaralyzed by a
16-inch snowfall on March 22, 1968, resulting in the post-
ponement of the plammed mass march to March 28, 1968. Dr. King
returned to Memphis on the 28th, arriving at the. airport at
approximately 10:22a.m. By .thét time approximately 5,000 to-
6,000 people, about half of whom were of school age, had
congregated at the Clayborn Temple (located at 280 Hernando St.)
for the start of the march. According to the plan of the march,
the sanitation workers were in front ﬁith the remainder of the
people fbllowing behind.\ The march was to proceed north on
Herngndo to-‘Beale Sfreet, t@ence west on Beale Street to
Main Street and north on Main Street to City Hall.

‘The-march got underway at approximately 11:00a:m. and
had proceeded to_Hernando and Beale beforé it was joined by
Dr. King. When the front of the march (led by Dr. King)
reached Main Street, teenagers and young adults at the rear
of the march near Third and Beale (two blocks from the front
of the march) ripped the signs off.their poles and began
breaking store windows and looting. Mass confusion developed

and the police moved in to quell the disturbance. The
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disruption of the march caused Dr. Ring's aides to comandeer
an automobile, and Dr. King and his party were escorted by
police to the Rivemmont Hotel épeiated by Holiday Imms of
America. (HQ 157-9146-45). Dr. King left the march at
11:152.m. and checked into the Rivermont Hotel at 1l:2%a.m.
vhere he stayed until March 29, 1968. Dr. King and his party
were scheduled to return to Atlanta én"Nérch”28, 1968, at
9:05p.m. via Eastern Airlines and were Escheduledto leave
Aflanta the morning of March 29, 1968, for Baltimore
(HQ 157-9146-45). Thus, remaining in Medphis on the night
of the '28th was a change in plans. | o
| The city ordered a 7:00p.m. curfew and approximately
3,500 member's of the Terméssee Nationa] Guard were called out
to end the violence. Dutring the distufbénée four blacks were
shot, one fatally; approximately 150 fires were set; and over
300 persons were arrested. Approximéteiy one percent of the
marchers engaged in looting and violence and many of these were
people who were criminally incliried and who had been in previous
trouble. The March 29, 1968, issue of the Memphis "Commercial
Appeal" réﬁbrted that many of the léoters and window breakers
were black power advocates and that several wore jackets of |
the '""Invaders''. However, other soufcés, including Lieutenant

E.H. Arkin of the Memphis Police Department, indicated that
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many high school age students had put the word "Imvaders' on
their jackets for effect and were not necéssarily affiliated
with the BOP movement (HQ 157-9146-45). 'ihe violence and
disruption of the march was of great concern to Dr, King

because of the possible effect it might have on the plammed
POCAM. Therefore, he vowed to return to Memphis and

-demonistrate that he had not lost his effectiveness in

leading nonviolent marches. ’

Dr. King, together with his.S'CLC staff, returned to
Memphis on' April 3, 1968, at 10:33a.m. Affer a press
conference at the airport, tt\xe group proceeded to the Lorraine
Motel, arriving there at approximately 11:20a.m. At about
12:05p.m. Dr. King left ;:he Lorraine Motel for a meeting'at
the Centenary Metlodist Church (Security and S‘urveillance Rept.
of G.P. Tines, Inspector, Memphis Police Department, dated
July 17, 1968). Dr. King ammounced at this meeting that his
purpose in returning to Memphis was to lead a mass march on
April 8, 1968 (HQ 157-9146-9 p.8).

However, on April 3, 1968, {Inited States District
Court Judge Bailey Brown issued a temporary restraining order
against further marches in Memphis (HQ 157-9146-9, p.1).
Dr. King returned to the Lorraine Motel at 2:25p.m. and so:;letime

that afternoon Federal Marshals served him and his aides with
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the restraining order. (Security and Surveillance Rept. of
G.P. Tines, Inspector, Memphis Police Department, dated
July 17, 1968).

At approximately 4:00p.m. Dr. King and the SCLC staff
met with the BOP group at which time Charles Cabbage requested
money to institute BOP plans to start a ''Liberation School'
and a 'Black Co-op'. Dr: King agreed to use his influence
to secure funds for BOP and Rev.iAndre;‘Young agreed to help
write up a plan. It iﬁvbelieved these concessions were made
to BOP in order to keep them in line and prevent them from
following a violent pattern. (HQ 157-9146-9, p-9

" On the night of April 3, 1968, Dr. King spoke to
. approximately 2,000 persons at the Mason Temple. He emphasized
that the scheduled mass march must be held on April 8, 1968,
to re-focus attention on the eight-week 0ld sanitation workers
strike.

After the speech, Solomon Jones, Jr.; serving as
Dr. King's chauffeur drove him back to the Lorraine Motel.

Dr. King told Jones to report back on Thursday morning,

April 4, 1968, at 8:30a.m. because he had to appear in court
in connection with a restraining order. (Memphis 44-198752322
p.51.)
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3. Dr. King's Activities on April 4, 1968

According to Mrs. Georgia M. Davis of Louisville,
Kentucky (FBI interview: HQ File 44-38861-2634, p.20) she,
Rev. A.D. Williams King, (Dr. King's brother) and Mrs. Lucie
Ward arrived in Memphis on April 4, 1968, from Florida and
registered at the lLorraine Motel at appro;{imately 1:002.m.
Upon inquiring about Pr ng, théy were told thé.t he was
attending a strategy meeting at a chm:gh'. The three: then
went to the church, but Dr. King was not there.

Returning to the motel, Dr. King's brother,
Mcs. Davis and Mrs. Ward conversed in room 207 until they
observed Dr. King, along with Reverends Raiph Abernathy
and Bernard Lee, getting out of a taxicab in the motel
courtyard at about 4:30a.m. Dr. King was invited to room 207
waere he visited with his brother, Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward
until about 5:00a.m. He then went to room 306 where he and
Rev. Abernathy were registered. About a half hour later
Dr. King went to room 201 where he visited with Mrs. Ddvis
for approximately one hour. Afterwards‘ he returned to room
306 for a strategy meeting scheduled for 8:00a.m.

Solomon Jones, Jr., Dr. King's chauffer, returmed

to the Lorraine Motel at about 8:30a.m. to take him to court.
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However, Rev. Andrew Young advised Jones that he was going to
court instead of 7Dr. King. Therefore Jones was requested
to remain at the motel. (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.51).

Dr. King remained at the motel the entire day,
returning to room 201 at about 1:30p.m. to visit Mrs. Davis.
He was later joined in room 201 by his brother, fh:s. Ward,
Abernathy, Lee, Young, and Attorney Chauncey Eskridge.

The group conversed until about 5:45p.m. when Dr. King
ammounced they were going to dirmer at the home of

Rev. Billy Kyles (HQ 44-38861-2634, p.23). =/ Enroute to
room 306 to dress, Dr. King saw Solomon Jones, Jr. in the
motel courtyard and told him to start the car as they were

preparing to go to dimmer (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52).

*/ There is a discrepancy in the exact time Dr. King returned
to room 306. Mrs. Davis places the time at 5:45p.m. However,

in an FBI interview, Rev. Abernathy stated that on April 4,

1968, he and Dr. King did not leave the motel and spent most

of the day in room 306. He further stated that he and Dr. King
had been gone from their room for approximately one hour or
less when they returned to the room at about 5:30p.m. to get
dg(zegsed lf}gr): dirmer at the home of Rev. Billy Kyles. (HQ 44-38861-
2322, p.43). '
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At approximately 6:00p.m. Dr. King and Rev. Abernéﬁﬁy
started to leave room 306. Rev. Abernathy stopped for a
moment and Dr. King walked out ‘onto therbalcony just outside
the door to the room (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.46). He saw Jones
standing beside the car on the ground lgvel and began a
conversation about the weather. Jones advised Dr. King
that he should put on a topcoat as-it was cool outside.
During this conversation, Dr. King was facing west and Jones
was facing east and looking up at Dr. King from ?he'ground
level. As Dr. King acknéwledged Jones' concern about getting
his topcoat, Jones heard a sound which he thought was a fire
cracker and Dr. King fell to the floor of the balcony in front
of room 306. Jones nnnedlately called for help and a number
of Dr. King's aides, who were either in their rooms or standing

in the courtyard, rushed to his side (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). 2/

*/ Some critics of the FBI investigation have speculated that
Solomon Jones, Jr. set Dr. King up for the assassination by
unduly detalnlng him on the balcony. Nothing in the evidence
reviewed by the task force lends any credence to such speculation.
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4. FBI Intelligence and Local Police Activities

a. FBI Informants. Robert G. Jensen, the Special

Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field Office, and Joseph
Hester, case agent for MURKIN, have unequivocally assured
the task force that there was no electronic surveillance of
Dr. King in Memphis. It was explained -that.Memphis was not in
the mainstream of Dr. King's SCIC activi;:ies (Interview

of Special Agent Joe Hester, June 23, 1976, Rpp.B).

However, FBI agents did observe the sanitation worker's .
strike activities for intelligence purposes and the Memphis
Police Department (MPD) and confidential paid informants did
supply. information to the field office (Interview of former
SAC Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App.B).

Our investigation disclosed that there were five paid
confidential informants providing intelligence regarding the
racial situation to the Memphis Fieid Office on a continuing
basis. The intelligence coverage provided by these individuals
related to the activities of the Nat:}qn of Islam, Black Students
Association of MSU, Students for a Democratic Society, Black |
Orgahizing Power, Black United Front, Afro~American Brother-

hood, Invaders and the sanitation workers strike. There is
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no evidence that the activities of these informants related
directly to Dr. King. Moreover; there is no evidence
that would suggest that these informants were commected in
any way with the assassination of Dr.. ng .(HQ 134-11867;
170-1841; 170-1922; 170-2530 and 137-4885.)
b. MPD Imfiltration of the Imvaders. In addition

to the paid FBI informants, an officer of the MPD infiltrated
the Invaders in an undercover operatgi.on. The officer who was
later exposed and is no longer with the MPD, was interviewed
by the task force. The wndercover assigrment began in
February of 1968 for the specific purpose of infiltrating

the Invaders who became active about the same time of the
sanitation workers strike. According to the officer the

MPD was primarily interested in the Invaders, not Dr. King,
because the MPD was concerned about what they might do. The
police officer was, in fact, accep’t-ed as a member of the
Invaders and participated in their activities. On the
evening of April 4, 1968, when Dr. King was shot, the informant
had been on a shopping trip with Reverend James Bevel and
Reverend James Orange. The informant said he returned

to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 5:00p.m. and was
standing in the motel courtyard at the time Dr. King was
shot. He is positive that the shot that killed Dr. King
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came from the rear of the buildings which front on South
Main Street.

¢. MPD Surveillance Detail and Removal of Detective

Redditt from Duty. ol From the time of Dr. King's return
to Memphis on April 3, 1968, until the time of his

assassination, he was under physical surveillance by the
MPD. Upon learning of Dr. King's flight schedule, Inspector
G.P. Tines of the MPD Inspectional Bureau instructed two
black plainclothes officers, Detective Edward E. Redditt -and
Patrolman Willie B. Richmond, to go to the airport to cbserve
the arrival of Dr. King and to keep him under continuous
surveillance in order to see with whom he came in contact.
According to Inspector Tines, the surveillance was ordered
because Dr. King was a controversial figure and had met with
local black militants on his prior visit to Memphis. While
at the airport a Mrs. Thomas Matthews pointed her finger at
Redditt and told him that she was going to get him. (Report
of G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968, Re: Security and Surveillance
of Dr. King, App. B.)

%/ ‘The removal of Redditt from duty was cited as one of the
bases for the House Select Committee to investigate the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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In addition to the surveillance detail, Assistant

Chief of Police W.P. Huston ordered a detail of four men,
commanded by Inspector Don H. Smith, to go to the airport
for the purpose of providing security for Dr. King. While
waiting for Dr. King to arrive, Mrs. Thomas Matthews
advised Lieutenant George K. Davis that she had come to the
airport to pick up Dr. King and that no one had asked for
police to be assigned to him. Inspector Smith also asked
Reverend James Lawson where they were going when they left
the airport and he replied: 'We have not fully made up our
minds." Nevertheless, when Dr, King and his party left the
airport, Inspector Smith and his men followed them to the
Lorraine Motel, arriving there at approximately- 11:20a.m.
With the assistance of Inspector J.S. Gaglian and two other
officers, Inspector Smith and his men secured the entrances
to the motel.

| Dr. King and his party left the Lorraine Motel at
approximately 12:05p.m. and were followed by the security
detail to the Centenary Methodist Churrch where a meeting
was helc_i. The detail secured the front and rear entrances
of the Church until approximately 2:15p.m. when Dr. King and
his group returned to the motel. The security detail then
returned to the motel area and resumed their positions until

they were ordered to headquarters by Chief J.C. Macdonald
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at approximately 5:05p.m. Inspector G.P. Tines stated in
his report that he was not conferred with and has no idea
why the security detail was removed from Dr. King after
5:05p.m. Former Chief Macdonald has no present recollection
of the security detail (Ipterview'of James C. Macdonald,
former Chief MPD, December 22, 1976, App. B.) The security
detail was not resumed on April 4, 1968, (Reports of
Inspectors Don H. Smith and J.S. Gagliano as incorporated
in Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, supra.)

As a separate activity from the security detail,
Detective Redditt and Patrolman Richmond went to the airport
on April 3rd and observed Dr. King's arrival. When Dr. King
left the airport they followed him to the Lorraine Motel
and learned that he was registered in room 306. Redditt
telephoned headquarters and informed Inspector Tines where
Dr. King was staying. At approximately 12:05p.m. Redditt
and Richmond followed Dr. King and his party to the
Centenary Methodist Church where a closed meeting of
approximately 30 black ministers was scheduled. Redditt
again called headquarters and a&vised his superiors of his
location. Redditt was instructed to leave Richmond at the
church and for him to return to the area of the Lorraine
Motel for the purpose of finding a suitable place where
close surveiliance could be kept on the motel. Richmond
remained at the Centenary Methodist Church until the
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meeting was over at approximately 2:15p.m. Richmond then
went to Clayborn Temple where he thought Dr. King would
address the sanitation workers prior to a scheduled 3:00p.m.
march. However, Dr. King did not make an appearance there.
Richmond telephoned heaciquarterg at about 3:30p.m. and was
advised that Dr. King had returned to the motel and that
Redditt had set up a surveillance post at Fire Station No. 2,
located at Sogth Main and Butler streets. Richmond
immediately left Clayborn Temple and joined Redditt at the
fire station. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Richmond,

April 9, 1968, MPD Statements, State v. James Earl Ray

p. 1444).

The rear of Fire Station No. 2 overlooks the Lorraine
Motel and provided an excellent vantage point where Redditt
and Richmond could observe Dr. King and his associates as
they entered and left the motel. On April 3, 1968, Redditt
and Richmond remained at their observation post umtil 6:35p.m.
at which time they were relieved By Lieutenant E.H. Arkin
and Lieutenant J.V. Papia of the MPD Internal Security Bureau.
(Statement of Edward E. Redditt, April 10, 1968, MPD Statements,
State vs. James Earl-Ray p. 1453). | '

After leaving their observation post, Redditt and
Rictmond went to the Mason Temple where Dr. King was
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scheduled to address a mass meeting. Shortly after they
arrived at the temple, Redditt was approached by Reverend
Malcomb D. Blackburn and told that the word was out that

he was'over in the fire station near the Lorraine Pbtel,

spying with binoculars. Reverend Blackburn also advised
Richmond that the temple was the-wrong place for him

because the tension was too high. Fearing they would be
exposed, Redditt and Rictmond left the meeting at approximately
8:50p.m. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines.)

Redditt and Richmond resumed their surveillance
of the Lorraine Motel from Fire Station No. 2 on April 4,
1968, at 10:30a.m. At approximately 12:50p.;m. Redditt
received a threatening telephone.call from a.female who
stated that he was doing the black.people wrong, and they
were going to do him wrong. t(Intérview of Edward E. Redditt,
April 10, 1968.)

At approximately 4:00p.m.., Redditt was ordered by
telephone to leave the fire station and report to héadquarté:S’
where he was advised that threats had been made on his life.
He was, therefore, ordered to move his family into a motel
under ‘an assumed name by Frank Holloman, former Director
of Police and Fire, Memphis, Tenn. (Interview of Frank
Holloman, September 15, 1976, App. B.) Redditt was taken
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home in a squad car, but refused to ﬁove his family because
of a sick relative. _ At about the.time the squad car arrived
in front of Redditt's residence, it was ammounced on the
1radio that Dr. King had been shot. After a couple of days,
Redditt did not hear any more about the threat on his life.
(Interview of Edvard E. Redditt, July 8, 1976, App. B.)

In our efforts to trace the source of the threat, we
have found that Philip R. Mamuel, an imvestigator with the
Senate Inmvestigating Oonmitteé, chaired .by Senator McClellan
was in Memphis on April 4, 1968. While at the MPD Mammuel
advised them based on a telephone call to his office in
Washington, that the Senate Committee Staff had information
from an informant in Mississippi that the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party haﬁ made pilan.s to kill a ‘Negro

~ lieutenant" in Memphis. Maruel left Memphis on a 5:50p.m.
£light -to-Washington and the next day -(April 5, 1968) he.
telephoned the MPD and. advised them that the threat was on
the life of a "Negro lieutenant in Knoxville rather than
Memphis. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968,
supra. )

Philip R, Manuel neither has a, present recollection
of providing the information regarding the threat to the MPD, ’

nor does he have a memorandun of the event. However, he
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confirmed that he was in Memphis and visited the MPD at
the time stated and that his office did have a Mississippi
source. Moreover, he said the events scunded familar and
he believed the MPD records were correct. (Interview of
Philip R. Manuel, September 28,-"1976, App. B.)

Although Redditt was relieved fram duty at Fire
Station No. 2, Richlmond remained there and contimued to
oﬁserve who entered and left the motel. At approximately
6:00p.m. Rictmond saw Dr. King leave his room and walk -
to the handrail on the balcony. The Reverend Billy Kyles
was standing off to Dr. King's right. An instant later
Richmond heard a loud sound similar to a shot and saw
Dr. King fall back from the handrail and put his hand up
to his head. At approximately 6:0lp.m. Richmond telephoned
headquarters and reported that Dr. King had been shot.

He was instructed to remain at the fire station. Richmond
then yelled to members of a MPD tactical squad (which had
stopped at the station a few moments earlier) that he
believed Dr. King had been shot. He then ran to the front
of the fire station and looked north and south on South Main ~
Street, but did not see anyone rurming or walking, except
the men in the tactical squad who left the fire station

ruming in different directions. Shortly thereafter,
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Captain J.G. Ray arrived at the fire station and ﬁmmcted
Richmond to go to headquarters and make a detailed repé)rt
of what he had seen. (Interview of Patrolman WB Riclmond,
April 9, 1968, _S_IEIE.)

d. Details of Two Black Firemen from Fire Statiqn

No. 2.%/ As of April 3, 1968, Norvell E. Wallace and Floyd E.
Newsum were the only black firemen assigned to Fire Station
No. 2 of the Menphis Fire Department (MFD). Wallace was
working the night shift on April 3rd and Newsum was scheduled
to report for the day shift on April 4th. Both of these
individuals actively supported the sanitation workers strike,
‘attending their rallies and making financial contxibutions.

In our interview of Wallace (Interview July 8, 1976
App. B.) he stated that at about 10:00 or 10:30 on the night
of April 3rd his captain told him that a call had cte. in
requesting that a-man be detailed to Fire Station No. 33.
He was immediately detailed to No. 33 although it was raining
and he was preparing to go to bed. V{allace further stated
that while Fire Station No. 33 was understaffed as a whole,
there was no shortage of persommel for the pump truck on which
he worked. Otherwise, he does not know why he was detailed.

*/ - The details of the black firemen from Fire Station No. 2 is
a second reason cited as a basis for the House Select Committee
to investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Also, on the night of April 3rd Fireman Newsum, in
a wholly personal capacity, attended a rally at the Mason
Temple where Dr. King made his last speech. When he returned
home (about 10:30p.m.) there was a message for him to call
Lt. J. Smith at the fire department. When he called,

Lt. J. Smith ordered him to report to Fire Station No. 31
on the morning of April 4th rather than Fire Station Mo. 2.
- Newsum claims that Fire Station No. 31 was overstrength at
the time and his detail made his campany short. Moreover,
he says he never has received a satisfactory explanation
why he was detailed. However; he did say that Lt. Barmett
at one time told him he was detailed at the request of-the
police. (Interview of Floyd E. Newsum, July 8, 1976,
App. B.)

Interviews of past and present members of the MFD have
failed to disclose the individual who initiated the order or
the reason for detaii;ng Wallace and Newsum. According to
former Lt. Jack Smith, he received a telephone call between
3:00p.m. and 5:00p.m. on April 3, 1968, from either Captain
James T. Baity or former Assistant Chief Arthur J. Rivalto
in the per;onnel department specifically requesting that
Newsum be detailed. No reason was given for the detail.

Smith said he immediately called Newsum, but Newsum was not
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home. Therefore, Smith left a message for Newsum to call
the fire station. Newsum called about 10:30p.m. and Smith
advised him of the detail (Interview of Jack Smith, dated
September 27, 1976).

Wallace's commanding officer, then Captain R.T.
Johnson, likewise stated that he received a telephone
call from someone in the persommel department requesting
him to detail Wallace. However, Jolmson has no present
recollection of who the individual was that made the
request. (Interview of R.T. Johmson, Deputy Chief, Memphis
Fire Department, December 21, 1976, App. B.)

Neither Captain Baity nor former Assistant Chief
Rivalto has any present recollection of the detail of
Wallace or Newsun. Captain Baity indicated that any
district chief could have ordered the men moved (Interview
of James T. Baity, September 27, 1976, App. B). Also,
former Assistant Chief Rivalto said the fire department
shifted people around all the time when a company became
understrength because of sickness, etc. (Interview of
Arthur J. Rivalto, September 27, 1976, App. B).

Similarly, the former Chief of the MFD, Edwa;d A.
Hamilton, has no re;ollection of the details. He speculated
that the men could have been detailed for a "fill in'"' to
bring a company up to strength (Interview of Edward A.
Hamilton, September 27, 1976, App. B).
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The MFD Strenth Report-Firefighting Persormel for
Shift "A", Battalions One and Eight, dated April 3, 1968
(attached to Reinterview of James R. Boatwright, October 20,
1976, App. B) show that Wallace's Company No. 2 at Fire
Station No. 2 was operating at minimm strength (five men)
after he was detailed; whereas Company No. 33 to which he
was detailed operated at one over the minimm strength
(four men) after the detail. Likewise, the Strength Report
for Shift "B" for Battalions One and Two, dated April 4,
1968 (Also attached to the Boatwright interview of October 20,
1976) show that Newsum's Company No. 55 at Fire Station No. 2
was operating at minimum strength (five men) after the detail,
but Company 31 to which he was detailed operated at one over
the minimum étrength (four men) after the detail.

However, former Deputy Chief James 0. Barmett stated
that the people on the security detail operating out of
the fire station probably felt better without Wallace and
Newsum around (Interview of James 0. Barnett, September 27,
1976.) On the other hand, Assistant Chief James R. Boatwright
explained that they were having a very tense situation at
the time; that a number of threatening calls had been
received at Fire Station No. 2; and that the consensus of
opinion was that Wallace and Newsum were detailed for their
own protection, since Fhey were the only black firemen assigned
to that station (Interview of James R. Boatwright, September 23,
1976).
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In this connection MPD Patrolman Willie B. Richmond
and former Detective E_c’tward E. Redditt, who conducted the
surveillance of Dr. King and his associates from the fire
station, were recontacted and specifically asked whether
they had’ requested that Wallace and Newsum be detailed.
Both Richmond and Redditt denied that they made such a
request or had knowledge of any one elsé in the police
department making such a request (Reinterviews of Riclmond
and Redditt, September 28, 1976, App. B)-.

Our investigation has not disclosed any evidence
that the detail of Wallace and .Newsum was in any way
connected with the assassination of Dr. King. However,
the circuinstances surrounding the details strongly suggest
that both men were detailed because they supported the
sanitation workers and wei‘e considered to be a threat to
the security of the surveillance of Dr. King conducted from
the fire station by Patrolman Richmond and Detective Redditt.

e. MPD Tactical Units- Their Deployment and

Activities on the Evening of April‘ 4, 1968. When the sanitation
workers of Memphis began their strike in February of 1968, the
MPD either organized.or beefed up various tactical units.
Generally, each. of these units consisted of 12 law enforcement

officers fram the MPD and the Shelby County Sheriff's Department.
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These units were organized for the purpose of avoiding riots
which other cities, such as Detroit, had experienced (Interview
of Frank Holloman, former Director of Fire and Police for the
City of Memphis, September 15, 1976, App. B). Documents
obtained from the State's Attorney General (Item 9 from MPD
Miscellaneous Records) show that on the evening of April 4,
1968, at the time Dr. King was shot, there were nine tactical

units in service at various locations as follows:

Tact Unit No. Street locations

6 Thomas and North Parkway
8 Jackson and Watkins

99 Chelsea and Watkins

10 Main and Butler

11 Georgia and Orleans

12 Trigg and Latham

13 Bellevue and Effie

17 " Union and Bellevue

18 Fourth and Gayoso

Tn addition to the tactical umits, the documents
obtained from the State's Attorney General show that there
were ten regular police cars (with 3 to 4 men per f:ar) in
the general area of the Lorraine Motel. These cars were

at the following locations at the time Dr. King was shot:
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No. Street Iocations

~224 Main and Beale

228 Third and Poplar

232 ‘Fourth and Butler

230  Union and Front

236 ~ Third and Belz

245 - Second and Gan}ros;)

247 Crimp and ‘Barton

365 Larmar and Béllevue .

367 Poplar and Cleveland

369 Linden and East

Thé map (Part of Item 9 from MPD Miscellaneous
Records, see App. A, Ex. 1) shows that Tact Units 10 and 18
were withih a radius of one mile of the érime scene (200
block of Milberry Street) at the time of the shooting; and
“Tact Units 6, 1T and 12 were within a radius of two miles
of the scene. Tact lhits 7,1&;15 and 16 were located outsic.le
thie boundaries of the map and fire rot shown. Cars rumber
204,230,232,245 and 247 were within a radius of one mile of
the scene and cars number 228 and 369 were within a radius
of two miles. Howe‘rverg cars nﬁnbex 236,365 and 367 were
outside the boundaries of the map.

Particular emphasis is given to Tact Unit 10 and
the activities of its meri, as this unit was located at

Fire Station No. 2 (S. Main and Butler) at the time of the
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shooting. On the afternoon of April 4, 1968, Tact Unit 10,
consisting of three cars and 12 men stopped at Fire Station
No. 2 for a rest break at approximately 5:50p.m. The unit
was coamanded by Lt. "Judson E. Ghormley of the Shelby County e
Sheriff's Department. The other members of the unit included
Deputies W.A. DuFour, W.J. Berry, Vernon Dollshite, R.N. Baker
and Ronald Maley of the sheriff's department; and Patrolmen
Carroll Dunn, William Gross, Jason Morris, Barney Wright,
Bmett Douglass and Torrance landers of the MPD.

Interviews of the above named men indicate that when
the unit arrived at the fire station, the cars were parked
on the north side of the fire station entrance with the lead
car actually obstructing the sidewalk. The second car was
parked directly behind the lead car and the third car was
double parked alongside these two cars. (MPD Statements,

State v. James Earl Ray, DuFour p.l449; Berry p.1450;

Ghormley pp.1451 and 1532; Dollahite pp.1455 and 1505;
Durm p.1457; Gross p.1460; Morris p.1463; Wright p.1466;
Baker p.1468; Douglass p.1469; Landers p.1471 and Maley
p.1480.)

'While Patrolman ISouglass remained with the lead car
to monitor the radio, all of the other men went into the fire
station to take a break. When the shot was fired that killed

Dr. King (at approximately 6:0lp.m.), these men were at various
-40-
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locations in the fire station drinking coffee, making telephone
calls, etc. Patrolman Richmond, wio was marming the surveillance
post in the rear of the station, yelled throughout the station
that Dr. King had been shot. The members of the tact unit,
some of whom had heard the shot, all ran out the north side
of the fire station and then east toward the rear of the fire
station and the Iorraine Motel. (See diagram of ‘crime scene,
App. A. Ex. 2). .

Patrolman Douglass, who had remained in the lead car
to monitor the radio, heard the shot wﬂen it was fired. He
immediately got out Of the car and ran toward the rear of the
fire station with the other men., After Patrolman Douglass
realized what had happened, he returned to the lead car, along
with Patrolman Wright, and radioed the dispatcher that Dr. King
had been shot. Douglass and Wright then dfove the lead car
south gg‘S. Mzain to E. Butler, east on E. Butler to Mulberry
and north on Malberry to the entrance of the Lorraine Motel..
Douglass and Wright later drove the car, accompénied by one
or two other umidentified officers, north on Milberry to
Huling, west on Huling to S. Main and south on S. Main to the

front of the buildings located just north of the fire station. */

*/ There are conflicts in the statements of Douglass, Wright

and Ghormley: Douglass stated that Ghormley and other unidentified
officers got in the car with him at the fire station and they drove
to the Lorraine Motel. According to Wright's version, he and
Douglass left the fire station together and picked up one or two
other unidentified officers at the lorraine Motel. On the other
hand, Ghormley claims he turned around at the concrete wall at the
rear of the fire station and ran to the front of the station and

then north on S. Main Street.
' ~41-
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The other men in the tact unit continued to the rear
of the fire station to a concrete retaining wall abutting
'M.xlben’y Street. DuFour, Dollahite, Morris, Baker, Landers,
Maley and Dum climbed down the concrete wall and ran across
Malberry Street to the Lorraine Motel. DuFour and Morris ran
up the stairs to the balcony where Dr. King's body lay.

The people there said the shot had come from a red brick
building north of the fire station on S. Main Stxeet. While
DuFour remained with Dr. King's body until the ambulance came,
Morris ran north on Mulberry to Huling and west on Huling to
the north side of the buildings facing S. Main Street. Another
offiéer (probably Maley or Dum) was already at that point,

and Morris stopped there to assigt him in securing that area.

Baker ran to the Motel balcony where DuFour was standing
beside Dr. King's body. He then ran back to Milberry St. and
ran north for a distance to an alley. Baker ran into the
alley looking for anything suspicious. He noticed that
other members of the tact unit were securing a building
(probably the building with its north end on Huling).
Therefore, Baker went to the corner of Mulberry and E. Butlexr
apd took up a position there.

After landers learned the direction the shot came
from, he found a 55-gallon drum and climbed back up the

concrete retaining wall on Mulberry St. into the lot on
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which the. building where the shot was fired is located. Landers

obsexrved that the bathroom window was partially opened and
he saw an elderly white male come up to the window and look out ,
He ordered him to get back from the window. Ianders also saw
an elderly vhite female looking out a window directly south
of the bathroom window. He ordered her to get away from the
window. Landers also checked the bushes on the lot for

‘ evidence and checked the entire area for footprints. After
other officers arrived, Landers and aﬁo,t':her MPD officer
climbed onto the roof of a one story building which backs
up to Miulberry St. This building runs along the north side
of the building whence the shot was fired. Finding nothing
on the roof, they came down and started up an alley leading
to a basement. About 10 feet up the alley they found two
fresh footprints in the mud. Landers guarded these footprints
until homicide detectives arrived on the scene. Subsequently,
a plaster case was made of each footprint , However, the
footprints were never positively identified by either the
‘MPD or the FBI.

Upon learning where the shot was fired from, Dollahite
and Maley ran out of the motel courtyard, turned north on
Ni_tlberry to Huling and west on Huling toward S. Main. Maley
stopped in the center of the block and began guarding the
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north end of the building. However, Dollahite contimied running
(with gun drawn) to S. Main and turned south on S. Main.
Dollahite noticed a mmber of patrons in Jim's Grill at 418

S. Main. He ran into the cafe and ordered everyone to remain
seated and not to leave. Dollahite then stopped momentarily
at Canipe's Amusement Company located at 424 S. Main where

he observed a green bed spread lying in the doorway partially
covering a blue suitcase and a box containing a rifle. As he
continued down S. Main a short distance near a fenced-in
parking area, Dollahite observed Lt. Ghormley and another
officer coming north on S. Main. Dollahite twrmed around

at that point and walked back to Canipe's store ahead of

Lt. Ghormley and then crossed the street for the purpose of
securing the front of the building. After he took up his
position, Douglass and Wright drove up in the lead car.

Other officers who did not climb down the retaining |
wall at the rear of t:he fire station and run to the motel
are Ghormley, Gross and Berry. After running to the
retaining wall and observing the people pointing to the
building on S. Main St., Berry came back tokthe fire station
entrance, jumped in a cruiser and drove north on S. Main to
the first intersection at Huling where he stopped the car -

in the street and secured that area.
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Ghormley and Gross also returned to the front of
the fire station after first ruming to the retaining wall.
They both turned north on S. Main and ran toward Huling.
Ghormley stopped at Canipe's Amusement Co. where he observed
what appeared to be a blanket partially covering a blue
suitcase and a Browning rifle box with about a foot of the
barrel of a rifle exposed. ‘

The aéparenp discrepancies in the statements of
Ghormley and Dollahite can be accountéd for only by the
mass confusi&n'which.must have occurred immediately after
the shooting. However, it appears that Dollahlte first
observed the bundle while ruming south on S Main with
his gun drawn. But, he contimued past Chnipe's Amusement
Company and after he saw Ghormley and the other officer
.coming north he turned around and took up a position on the
opposite side of the street from Canipe's.

Guy H. Canipé, the owner of Canipe's Amusement Co.,
informed Ghormley that a white male had just dropped the
bundle in front of his door a mimute or two earlier and had
run south on S. Main. Ghormley radioced this information to
headquarters and stood guard over the articles. Shortly there-
after, Canipe told Ghormley that a white Mustang autamobile
had left the area at a high rate of speed after the bundle was
dropped. Ghormley also radioed this information to headquarters.
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According to the transcript of the MPD radio tapes
(MPD James Earl Ray Supplements, Attorney General's copy,
Supplement 79, p.l714) Tact Unit 10 advised the dispatcher
that Dr. King had been shot at the Lorraine Motel at 6:03p.m.
By 6:00p.m., the dispatcher had ordered a circle formed
around the Lorraine Motel and the buildings west of the
motel on S. Main. Moreover, patrol cars and other Tact
Units had begun to arrive on the écene. At 6:07p.m. Tact
Unit 10 advised the dispatcher that the weapon was in front
of 424 S. Main and that tlie subject ran south on S. Main.
At 6:08p.m. the subject was described as a well-dressed,young,
white'male. At 6:10p.m. the dispatcher relayed information
from Tact Unit 10, that the subject had left the area in a
late model white Mustang.

The men in the Tact Thits and patrol cars kept the

area sealed off, directed traffic, and checked out suspicious -

individuals while detectives from the Homicide Squad investi-
gated the scene. Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary of the MPD
Homicide Squad arrived at the Lorraine Motel at approximatel};
6:15p.m., and by 6:30p.m. he had taken custody of the bundle
of articles found in the doorway of Canipe's Amusement.
Zachary turned the bundle, except for a tee shirt and pair

of shorts, over to the FBI at about 9:30 or 10:00p.m. The

tee shirt and shorts were also turned over to the FBI after
the laundry marks were checked with local laundries (Interview
of former Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary, September 15, 1976,

App. B).
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B. The FBI Investigation Of The Assassination

1. The Department of Justice Response and FBL
Performance

~a. The Murder. At approﬁmately 6:00 p.m. on
April 4, 196é, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was standing
on the balcony outside of his room at the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis, Termessee. Pbumté later, Dr. ng was shot
by a high power rifle and then rushed to St. Joseph's
Hospital. At 7:05 p.m. he was pronounced dead. The
cause of death was a bullet wound which tore the major
neck blood vessels and severed the spinal cord at the
root of the neck (Memphis 44-1987 Sub sec. 1-13, and see
autopsy report, App. A, Ex. 3).

b. Top Priorig; Investigatign Ordered. The Memphis

Police Department; was immediately awar'e of the King assault
and pron;ptiy notified the FBI Memphis Field Office headed by
SAC Robert G. Jenser;. SAC Jensen telephonically ‘relayed the
information to Washington where Director Hoover and Attorney
General Clark were informed. fThe Memphis Field Office was
directed on the evening of April 4, 1968 to immediately conduct
a full investigatibn of the matter as a possible violation

of 18 U.S.C. 241, the civil rights conspiracy statute (HQ 44~
38861-109).
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This directive soon became national in scope with
SAC's in all FBI Field Offices being ordered by teletype
on April 7, 1968, to participate and conduct a top priority
investigation under their personal supervision. .This meant
all .leads were to be afforded immediate, thorough and
imaginative attention and all possibilities from such leads
exhausted. Also, 24 hours was set as the period after receipt
of a lead within which the investigation and reporting must
be completed. All SAC's were to bear personal responsibility
for any failure to handle the imvestigation (HQ 44-38861-153).

c. Progress of the Investigation. The breadth of

this top priority investigation 1s repeatedly evidenced in

the Murkin files. All informant sources - racial, security
and criminal - were immediately alerted and contacted for
information. The KKK and other hate groups as well as
individuals known to have violent proclivities were checked.
The files were checked for prior threats against Martin Luther
King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-2649). Name checks were continuously

being made on Selective Service records, city and telephone

directories, drivers license bureaus, motor vehicle divisions,

financial institutions, credit records, criminal and civil

records, marriage licenses, public utility rolls, unionms,

common “carrier passenger lists and more (e.g. HQ 44-38361-233).
(1) Bessie Brewer's Rooming House. Key information

was developed early at Bessie Brewer's Roaming House whence
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the shot was fired. Bessie Brewer, Charles A. Stephens
and William C. Anchutz were interviewed and a physical
description of a suspect was obtained.

Bessie Brewer, resident manager of the roaming house,
explained that a "John Willard' registered with her April 4,
between 3:00 pm and 3:30 p.m. He was first directed to
Room 8, but rejected it because it had a stove and refrig-
erator. Instead, he asked for a sleeping room only and
accepted Room 5-B in the rear of the I}gstelry. This room
provided a window with a view of Dr. King's room at the
Lorraine Motel. Mrs. Brewez{ described the new tenant as
a white male approximately 35 years of age, 5'11" to 6' tall,
weighing 180 pounds with a medium build and presenting a neat
clean appearance (Memphis 44-1987 Sub Sec. 1-15).

Stephens, who was in his room on the afternoon of
April 4, remembers hearing footsteps between Room 5-B
and the bathroom. He also remembers the bathroom being
occupied for considerable periods of time - 20 to 30 minutes -
without water nmnlr\}g or the toilet being flushed except for
the last visit. This last visit ended when he heard what

1 he is certain was a gun shot. Interrupted by the shot,

| Stephens opened his door to the hallway to see a man :cunmng
down the hallway carrying a large wrapped bundle. As this
man ran down the hall in the direction of Anchutz, Stephens
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recalls believing that he had seen this person earlier
that afternoon with Mrs. Brewer. wSt:epht-:*ns described him
as a white male of average build, in his 30's, 5'10" to 11"
tall, weighing 165 pounds and wearing a dark suit presenting
a neat clean appearance (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).
Like Stephens, Anchutz was a resident of the rooming
, house and in his room at the time of the shooting. Also
like Stephens, Anchutz occupied a room adjacent to "John
Willard." He recalls watching television in his room that
afterﬁoon vhen he heard a gun shot. Immediately, he went
to the door and as he opened it saw a man running toward him.
This man covered his face as he ran and carried a blarket
w.rapped bundle. Anchutz addressed the man, saying: "I
thought T heazd a shot.” The man responded: "Yeh, it was a
tshot.." Anchutz described the man as 6' tall with a slim
‘build and in his 30's (Merphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).
(2) Canipe !gmusement Ccnpany. The Canipe Amusement

‘Company is located at 424 South Main Street and is just a
short distance from Bessie Brewer's Rooming House -at 422% ‘
South Main Street. In the rgécess,ed'~ entrance to Canipe Company
a blanket wrapped bundle (presumably -the bundle Stephens

and Anchutz saw) containing valuable pieces of physical

evidence was recovered shortly after the -shooting.
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The store owner, Guy W. Canipe, and two customers,
Bernell Finley and Julius L. Graham, were in the store at the
time of the assassination. Each was interviewed by the
FBI and described hearing a "thud" which drew their attention,
and as they looked to see what had happened, they obserwved
the blanket wrapped bundle in the entrance. At the same
time, they saw a man dressed in a dark suit walking rapidly
south on the sidewalk away from the bundle. A ‘few moments
later, they said, a white compact autoacbile - possibly a
Mustang - proceeded north on South Main Street at a high
rate of speed. The male was described as white, approximately
30 years of age with -a medium build, 5'10" to 6' tall and
weighing 160 to 180 pounds. (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec 1).

The bundle, after being discovered at Canipe's doorway
by a member of a Memphis Police Department Tactical Squad,
first came into the custody of Inspector Zachary of the
Memphis Police Department's Homicide Bureau. Later in the
evening of April 4, 1968, between 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.,
Inspector Zachary delivered the bundle to SAC Jensen who
immediately had it flown by agent courier to Washington for
laboratory examination (Memphis 44-1987-610). The bundle
contained a Model 760 Remington Gamemaster rifle, 30-06
Springfield caliber, and a blue zipper bag. The bag contained

various toilet articles along with a pair of men's underwear
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with laundry tags, a pair of binoculars, two cans of
beer, and a paper bag bearing an advertisement for York
Arms Company, Memphis, Termessee, wii:ha York Arms Canpany
cash sales receipt dated April 4, 1968 (Memphis 44-1987
Sub A sec 1).

(3) Information and Physical Evidence Tracked. The

investigation contimued with emphasis on tracing all physical
evidence and information received. To this end a search

of all Memphis area hotels and motels was initiated for

the source of the blanket and bar of soap found in the blue
zipper bag. Also, registrations at area imms were exar:ﬁ.ﬁed
for the unknown suspect who fled the rooming house and who .
might be driving a white compact automobile. At the same
“ time, the rifle, scope, binoculars, cans of beer, laundry
tags and other items were tracked (HQ 44-38861-139). .

The rifle and scope were quickly traced to the Aero

Marine Supply Company in Birmingham, Alabama. The rifle
was sold to a "Harvey Lowmyer' March 30, 1968. The scope,
along with a second rifle, was purchased March 29, 1968,

but "Lowmyer" exchanged this rifle the following day for
the one recovered at the Canipe Amusement Company. Accord-
ing to the Aero Marine salesman, ''Lowmyer" explajined that
he talked W.Lth his brother and was advised a more powerful

rifle was necessary for deer hunting in Wisconsin. However,
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a laboratory examinatiori of this_ returned rifle revealed

ti'xat it was clogged with cosmoline (a heavy grease firearm
preservative) and could not be loaded and readied to fire
(HQ 44-38861-432). The salesman also provided a physical
description of"'I.owmyer" which matched those previously
obtained (HQ 44-38861-180).

The paper bag and the sales receipt from York Arms
Company led agents to the Memphis gore where the binoculars
were purchased. The York Arms salesman explained that he
sold the pair of binoculars at approximately 4:00 p.m.

April 4, 1968, to a white male matching the descriptions
previously obtained  (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1). By
checking the mamufacturer's can codes and distribution records,
thé two beer cans were traced to Southhaven Mirmow Shop,
Southhaven, Mississippi (HQ 44-38861-1360).

‘The center of the investigation shifted *from“Me:mphifs
to Birmingham on April 9, when the search of Memphis imms.
focused on the Rebel Motel and the April 3 registration
record of an Eric Starvo Galt. It was already known that
the rifle and scope were purchased :Ln Birmingham and the
Galt registration also pointed to Birmingham. The registra-
tion record aroused interest because Galt registered for the
night of April 3 bnly, listed a Birmingham address and drove a
Mustang with Alabama license plates, (HQ 44~38861-1180).
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The possibility of a link between Eric Starvo
Galt and the unknown subject was pursued in Alabama by the
Birmingham and Mobile offices. In their pursuit they
'learned' that on August 29, 1967, Galt purchased a 1966
white Mustang automobile. The Bureau agerits also learned
that the State of Alabama issued a motor vehicle operator's
license in October 1967 to Eric Starvo Galt, 2608 Highland
Averme, Birmingham, Alabama. The physical description
obtained from this license matci'xed those previously received:
white male, born July 20, 1931, 5'11" tall, 175 pounds with
blue eyes and brown hair (HQ 44-38861-1180).

When the investigation moved to Galt's Birmingham
address it was learned that Galt lived there in late August
until early October 1967. Because of the length of this
contact, emphasis was placed on developing information on
‘Galt's background. Significantly, it was leamed that during
his Birmingham sojourn Galt expressed an enthusiastic
intérest in dancing and attended dancing school there
(HQ 44-38861-607).

(4) los Angeles. Soon after the Birmingham commection
was uncovered Los Angeles became a focal point in the investi-
gation. The significance of 1os Angeles became apparent
April 11, with the knowledge of four facts.

One, when on April 11, 1968, the Bureau located Galt's
abandoned Mustang in Atlanta a search of it indicated that
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Galt had had it serviced twice in the Tos Angelés area
(HQ 44-38861-989) .

Two, also incident to the search of the Mustang a
fragment of cardboard torn from a Kleenex box was found.

On it were the names and Los Angeles addresses of Anita .
Katzwinkel and Ginger Nance (HQ 44-38861—989): '

Three, laindry markings fraom the recovered underwear
were tracked to Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning,
Hollywood, California (HQ 44-38861-885). The following
day égents learned that the name Eric Starvo Galt appeared
in the laundry's records. -

Lastly, a pair of pliers recovered from the blue
zipper bag were traced to the Rompagé Hardware Store which
is within five blocks of Home Service Laundry and Dry
Cleaning (HQ 44-38861-1174).

Since it was knovn that while in Birmifigham Galt
pursued an interest in dancing, all dance schools in.the
Los Angeles area were checked. Galt's name appeared in
the records of the National Dance. Studio, los Anggles.
(44-38861-1293) '

Eventually, the dance studio contact proved to be
most important because it was through an interview with the
dance studio own;; that a photograph of Eric Star&o Galt was

finally obtained. The owner keyed the agents to an interest
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Galt had expressed in attending a bartending school

(HQ 44-38861-1066) . Checking the area, the International
School of Bartending was located and it provided Galt's
graduation photograph. For fge first time, agents were

able to see and distiibute a photo of their subject. To be
sure of maximm dissemination, the photo was circulated among
the news media (HQ 44-38861-967).

While in Los Angeles Galt first lived at the Serrano
Apartments agd later at the St. Francis Hotel. Persons
contacted at these locations called him a "loner" and
described him as a person who'kept to himself. A departure
from this characterization, however, was reported by Charles
Stein who, at no expense to himself, rode with Galt in the
Mustang from Los Angeles to New Orleans and return.

Stein explained that he and his sister Rita Stein met
Galt through their cousin Marie Martin who was working as a
bar maid at the'Sultan Bar located in the St. Francis Hotel.
Galt had mentioned to Martin that he was plaming to drive
to New Orleans and she asked if he would be willing to give
her cousin a ride there in order to pick up her children.

He agreed, but it was Charles and not Rita who went along
with Galt (HQ 44-38861-1117).
Notwithstanding the information Stein provided, the

investigation moved no closer to locating Galt. New Orleans

-56-

NW 55360 Docld:32989802 Page 240




HWY 65360 Docld:32983802 Page 241

was scoured for clues and although Galt's hotel and room
were located the effort was fruitless (HQ 44-38861-1197).
Stein also stated Galt made several telephone calls fram
pay telephones along the way but an exhaustive search of
countless telephone records, mmbers and subscribers
produced nothing (e.g. HQ 44-38861-3857). Lastly, Stein
explained that Galt conditioned the ride to New Orleans
a Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Martin joining
George Wallace's American Independent Party. Each joined
but again the ensuing investigation of this lead learned
nothing (HQ 44-38861-1003). ,

(5) Atlanta. On A;}ril 11, 1968, a citizen call came
through to the Atlanta Police Department reporting the missing
white Mustang. According to this caller and another persom,
both interviewed by tl?e FBL, the abandoned Mustang was parked
shortly before 9:00 a.m. April 5, 1968, by a lohe man matching
Galt's description. The discoveiy of Galt's Mustang immediately
caused agents to seek out any additional contacts by Galt in
Atlanta (HQ 44~38861-989).

Because Galt was believed to use low cost rooming houses
all such establishments were contacted for any sign of him.
Success was found at Jimmie Dalton Gardner's Rooming House
where Galt registered March 24, 1968. Although Galt was
nowhere to be found, }}e had l;aft evidence behind. Found
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in his room were a booklet, 'Your Opportunities in Lock-
smithing" and a collection of maps. One of these maps
was of the city of Atlanta with the residence of Martin
Luther King, Jr., and the headquarters of SCLC circled
(HQ 44-38861-967).

Other evidence of Galt's presence in Atlanta was
received from the Piedmont Lauidry where records showed
he picked up laundry April 5, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-3627).

(6) Galt Identified as James Earl Ray. Knowing that

Galt returned to Atlanta after the assassination all con-
ceivable modes of transportation in, around and out of
Atlanta were checked (HQ 44-38861-907). }bw;vever, Galt's
trail was cold; there was no evidence as to where he fled
from Atlanta.

The Bureau became worried because with each passing
hour Galt's chances of avoiding capture became better and
better. Therefore, the investigative emphasis shifted from
following Galt's trail to identifying Galt. In an effort
to accomplish this the Bureau initiated a comparative search
of three identical latent fingerprints believed to be Galt's
(one fingerprir.lt was recovered from the rifle; a second from
the binoculars; and a third from the map of Atlanta found
in Galt's room) against fingerprints of white male fugitives.

To be sure, the limitation to fugitives was purely speculative.
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However, the speculation paid off when on Aéril 19, 1968,
James Earl Ray's fingerprint caxd compared identically
(HQ 44-38861-1575) . '

With the discovery that Eric Starvo Galt was James
Earl Ray, the investigation was redirected to a search
of Ray's whereabouts since the time of his April 23, 1967,
escape from Missouri State Prison. Through the months of
April and May the Ray-Galt steps were traced. Eventually,
the Bureau was able to account for Ray's whereabouts almost
continuously since his escape. Nevertheless, his trail
remained cold beyond Atlanta.on April 5, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-
3509; and see Chronology igﬁ;g).

In connection with their seartch, Ray's fa&ily was
identified, located, physically surveilled and periodically
interviewed for information (E.G., HQ 44-38861-3987). Also,
prison irmates and associates were queried (e.g. HQ 44-38861-
3502) as well as his military record perused (HQ 44-38861-1616).
But, no clues developed. Ray's family said they knew nothing;
they had not heard fram nor been in contact with James and did

- not know of his whereabouts (Chicago 44-1114-27). Prison ‘
immates and associates told tales of bounties offered for
‘the death of Dr. King but exhaustive investigations could not
stbstantiate their claims (e.g., HQ 44-38861-3767).

Frustrated, the Director prepared a memorandum for the

-59-

NW 65360 Docld:32983802 Page 243



O O
Attorney General dated May 13, 1968 in which he explains
that extensive investigation has not resulted in any new
developments beyond Atlanta, April 5. Therefore, the
Director requested authorization for telephone and micro-
phone surveillance on Ray family members. The request,
however, was never acted upon (HQ 44-38861-3509).

(7) Passport Search. From an interview with a fommer

cellmate of Ray's at Missouri State Prison it was learned
that Ray appreciated the ease with which a person living
in Canada could obtain a false passport (KQ 44-38861-3889).
Though it is not clear that the cellmate's comments pre-
cipitated a seaxrch of Canadian passports issued since Ray's
April 23, 1967 escape, it is known that on the request of
the FBI legat in Canadaq such\a search was oonducted by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. A passport search was also
conducted in Mexico and the United States (HQ 44-38861-4445).
Though the "search went through a staggering number

of applications and was based on the comparison of Ray's

. photograph to those submitted with the application, it prox;ed

| to be the necessary break i}l picking up Ray's trail. At

9:30 p.m. June 1, 1968, The Legal attache, Ottawa,
Canada, called the Bureau to advise that after reviewing

some 175,000 applications the RCMP located a passport issued
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April 24, 1968 under the name Ramon George Sneyd which .
contained a photograph very definitely similar to Ray
(HQ 44-38861-4190) .
The passport was filed by the Kemmedy Travel
Agency in Toronto, Canada. Incident to their investi-
gation, the Royal Canadiam Mounted Police contacted the
travel agency and obtained a hand printed note from Sreyd
concerning his application. The note together with the
passport photo and a latent palm print were ‘forwarded to
the Bureau for laboratory examination which concluded that
Ray and Sneyd were the same person (HQ 44-38861-~4262, 4263).
(8) Ray Apprehended. The Kermedy Travel Agency also

provided information that Sneyd purchased a round trip air
ticket from Toronto to London departing May 6 and returning
May 21, 1968. But New Scotland Yard determined that Sneyd
turnéd in the return portion of the fare and received a
May 7, 1968 ticket to Lisbon, Portugal plus a $14.60 voucher
(HQ 44-~38361-4319).

Immigration authorities in Lisbon were immediately
contacted. It was learned that Ray had entered Lisbon
May 7 but had exited for London May 17, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-
4725). k

Stops were issued by New Scotland Yard for Smeyd. At
11:15 a.m., June 8, 1968, Ray was apprehended by officérs of

-61-

L MW 65360 Docld:32585802 Page 245




New Scotland Yard while he was passing through British
immigration offices in the London Airport. At the time

he was planning a flight to Brussels, Belgium (HQ 44-38861-
4616) .

2. Alleged Conspiracies

Literally scores of alleged conspiracies were
commmicated to the Bureau. From the date of the assas-
sination in April, 1968, even up to this.date, the FBI
has been approached by mumerous persons with stories
which purport to identify a conspiracy to kill King.
These stories involved the widest range of perpetrators
and participants as well as motives. To the extent
that these leads were pursued, the Bureau was put in
the rather difficult position of conducting an investi-
gation which ranged far beyond the concrete evidence
that had already been obtained. When the leads were
in fact bogus ones, the FBI was attempting to prove a
negative in each reported case. With a controversial
figure, such as Dr. King, the possibilities of conspiracy
were.numerous. -Consequently, the Bureau's credibility
would necessarily be strained, given its past relation-
ship with the civil rights leader, unless each story was

disproved. Yet the Bureau attempted to cover each lead.
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As previously stated, each SAC was held pérsonally
responsible for an expedited and thorough review.

Based on our review of the files, the task force
is satisfied that the FBI did a credible and thorough
job in attempting to identify any possible conspiracy
or persons who could have been imvolved in the murder.
In each of the allegations received, the Bureau immediately
interviewed the person who was the source of the'allegation
where thlS was possible (i.e. where the source was not
anonymous) . In situations where {:he camplaint was not an
obvious hoax the Bureau then attempted immediately to
1dent1fy the alleged participants and interview them.
Where there was not a satisfactory explanation to dispel
the allegation concerning such matters as whereabouts or
associations, the Burean f:hen would check further. This
does not mean that every allegation was pursued to the
ultimate degree. Judgment based on experience dictated
many of the decisions. M

These judgments were also tempered by a critical
factor. Within fifteen days gfter the murder, the FBI
was convinced that Gglt and Ray were the same person,
that this individual purchased the rifle, rented the
room across fram the Lorraine Motel, and fired the shot

that killed Dr. King. While there were many other people
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who were antagonistic toward Dr. King and many who

had apparently discussed killing him, any successful
conspiracy would have to have imvolved Ray based on the
evidence at hand. In all the years following the assas-
sination, the investigation has failed to reveal any
comection between any alleged conspirator(s) and James
Earl Ray including those a%leged by Ray himself. Indeed,
the overwhelming evidence indicates that Ray was almost
totally alone during the year after his escape from the
Missouri State Prison.

We have not addressed here the Bureau's handling of
particular conspiracy leads because of the large mumber of
allegations involved. Bureau filés can be checked .for each
reported lead and the resulting investigation on that lead

traced to its conclusion.
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C. The Story of James Earl Ray

1. Chronology of Ray's Activities On and
After April 23, 1967 -

On Sunday, the 23rd of April 1967, after he had

April 23, 1967

served seven years of a twenty year sentence for armed
robbery in the Missouri State Penitentiary at Jgff'erson
City, James Earl Ray escaped. When a truck appeared at
the prison bakery where Ray worked, a brgad box was
carried onto the truck to be delivered to a nearby prison
farm. Ray had concealed himself inside the bread box,
and later fled from the prison Mtruck at a stop prior to its
reaching the Renz prison farm. (3503; Huie, pp.24-27.) /j

Ray allegedly headed first toward Kansas City

: April 24-28

(Huie, p.27). On the third day he burglarized a
trailer sitting by ',the Missouri River taking a blanket
and food (Huie, p.27). For the next three nights he made

his way along the railroad in the direction of Kansas City

*/ Ray has provided varying accounts of his escape from
prison and of his subsequernt activities prior to apprehension.
The task force's most credible view of his statements has

been used here. These admissions of Ray are found in He Slew
the Dreamer, Huie, William Bradford, Delacorte Press, New York,
1968 (hereinafter, Huie); All other citations herein are for
serials in the Bureau's MURKIN file, HQ 44-38861. The task
force has obtained xerox copies of Ray's correspondence with -
Mr. Huie which reflect the admissions cited by Huie.




to a city large enough so he would not be noticed and
took a train to St. louis. He then took a taxicab to
East St. Louis, called a friend who drove him to Edwards-
ville whence he caught a bus for Chicago (Huie, p.28).

On May 3rd, Ray secured work for the next eight

May 3
weeks as a dishwasher and cook's helper at the Indian
Trail Restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois, and resided at
2731 North Sheffield in Chicago under the name Johm L. s
. June
Rayns. He purchased a 1959 Chrysler automobile from
a private owner on June 5th for $200 (5448). On
June 9
June 9th, he failed a driver's test, but passed the
June 12
test on June 12th (5394). Ray moved from his
Sheffield address to 1648 Lunt Street on June 17th
June 17
where he paid one week's rent (5118). Ray was issued
a driver's permit in the name of Jolm L. Rayns for the
June 21
State of Illinois on June 2lst (5394). During the week
of June 19th Ray left his job, and requested that his
final paycheck be forwarded to the Lunt Street address,
which it was (5118).
Thereafter, on July 14, Ray purchased a 1962
July 14

‘Plymouth automobile from a commercial dealer in East

St. Louis, Illinois, and transferred the licensed
plates from the Chrysler to the Plymouth (5413; Huie,
P.39). Leaving East St. Louis on July 15, Ray proceeded
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to Montreal, Canada, via Indianapolis, Detroit and J;le 15
Windsor (Huie, p.40). His prime objective was
allegedly to secure a Canadian passport (idem p.4l).
As John L. Rayns, he registered for an overnight
stay at the Bourgard Motel in Dorion, just west of
Montreal (idem, p.43; 5437x).

Next, Ray first used the alias Eric S. Galt July 19
when he signed a six month lease for an apartment
in the Harkay Apartments, 2589 Notre Dame East, in
Montreal (2192; Huie, p.43). Ray then allegedly
held up a food store stealing $1700 (Huie, p.47).
The following day he spent $300 for new clothes at the
Tip Top Tailors, 488 St. Catherine West, had his hair
cut and a manicure at the Qaeeﬁ Elizabeth Hotel (Huie,
p.48). He also ordered on July 2lst a $75 tailor-made
suit at the English and Scotch Woolen Company (4692).
(A month and a half later, by a letter from Birmingham
dated Septembe_ar 6, 1967, this tailoring company was
instructed by Ray to send the finished garment to him
at his then Bixmingham address.) Three days later Ray July 24
ordered three sex books from Futura Books, Inc., in
Inglewood, California, (2192), and on July 28th, he July 28
enrolled in a correspondence course .at the Locksmithing
Institute, Little Falls, New Jerseyﬂ (2068). Both matters

were paid by Canadian money orders.
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Ray vacationed, begimning July 30th, at the July 30-

. : . August 5
Gray Rocks Inn on Lake Ouirmet in the Laurentian :

Mountains ‘seeking, according to Ray, contact with

a r‘eSpié‘c'tablle woman to: vouc;h for him on a passport
application. He was 'picked up" by a. female Canadian ' |
Government employee and her girlfriex;d and sp'entwthe -
- next few days with them before leaving on August 7th;
The two women followed, stayed overnight with Ray in August 7
Montreal on August 7th, and then retwrned to their
residences in Ottawa (Huie, pp.51-53; 5402). On
August 9th, he purchased by money order a formula for August 9
making glass for a two-way mirror (2192). Then, on August 19
Auglust 19th, Ray visited the gov'termmt employee in
Ottawa, but did not importune her to assist him on his
passport application (Huie, p.54).
During the approximately two and-one-half "Raoul"
. ‘ contact
months of Ray's stay in Canada he relates meeting an dates July 18-
Aug. 8 & through
underworld character named "'Racul". After negotiations, -Aug. 18 -
Ray stated to author Huie, that he engaged in smuggling
operations with "Raoul" and then proceeded to Birminghsm
‘to meet “Raoul" at the latter's direction. Meanwhile, Aug. 18-20
he st:ayeci at the Town and Country Motel, Ottawa, from
August 18th to August 20th (5502). Whatever may be
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the truth of the story, Ray left Montreal, met his

brother at MNorthbrooke, Illinois, gave his Plymouth

car to his brother Jerry Ryan, (5413), proceeded

from Northbrooke or thcago to Bimmingham, stayed
' August 26th at the Granada Hotel, 2230 Fourth | August 26
Averme as Jolm L. Rayns (5400; Huie; p.6l), and that

same day also took a room in the name Eric S. Galt

at the Economy Rooms, 2608 Highland Avenue.(2324). August 28
Two days later Ray, as Galt, giving the Highland

Avenue address, rented safety deposit box No. 5517

at the Main Office, B:Lmu.ngham Trust National Bank

(2323; Huie, p.62). The access record on this - '

box shows entries at 2:32p.m. on August 28; from

1:52p.m. to 1:56p.m. on September 5; from 11:05

to 11:08a.m. on September 21; and from 10:16a.m.

to 10:1%9.m. on September 28 (2323).

The purchase of a white 1966 Ford Mustang was August 29-30

accomplished at the end of August by answering a

newspaper ad on the 29th of August and paying $}.995 in

cash to William D. Paisley on the 30th (628). All

this checks with the car purchase chronology Ray

himself admitted to author William Bradford Huie

(Huie, pp.61-63; Ray's self-serving attribution of

"Raoul" as the one who directed him to buy the car

and who supplied the cash is umcorroborated).
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Ray as Eric Starvo Galt, applied for and was September é
issued Alabama driver's license No.2848947 (4143).
The signature matches the other handwritings of the
same name (4143). At some point during his stay in
Birmingham, Ray purchased a .38 revolver which was
found on his person on his arrest in Heathrow Airport,
London, England (1422).
on September 12th, Ray enrolled for 5 weekly September 12
dance classes at the Continental Dance Club Studios
(2324). The Modern Photographic Book Publishing
Co. Inc., of New York City received a coupon order September 26
from Exric S. Galt for a photo book (633) and a letter
by Ray as Galt written September 26, asking that the
book not be sent as he was moving and would give the
changed address later (4143). The handwriting was
identical with Ray's (4143).
Ray purchased a bank draft from the Exchange Septembér 28
Security Bank, 5 points' South Branch, Birmingham
payable to the Superior Bulk Film Co. of Chicago and
this accompanied an order on that company for a Kodak
Super 8 movie camera, a projector, a splicer and a 20
foot remote control cable;.price $337.24 (1135). Then
Ray typed a note to the film company seven days
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later in which he acknowledged receipt of the items -
he had ordered but returned the movie camera as the
wrong one; he stated he was leaving for Mexico on
October 7, and would send a new address to which
the correct movie camera could be forwarded. (4143).
Cn September 30th, Ray paid only for his room (2118).-

“ Ray, as Galt, was issued Alabama license tags October 6
No.1-38993 for 1968. He left Birmingham.for Mexico _
on Ocztober 6 Gﬁﬁé, p.66). On the 8th of Oétober, October 8
Ray purchased a 30 day Mexican auto insurance policy October 10
(1904). He reached Acapulco on October 10th, proceeded October 15
"to Guadalajara on October 15th and left there on .
the 18th for Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico, October 18
.arriving in Puerto Vallarta on the 19th (5496). He October 19
registered in Room 212 of the Hotel Rio at Morelos 86
on this date; his "Galt" signature and writings match  October 22
his other Galt writings (-’;143) . Galt typed a letter '
to the. film company to ask for a refund to the Puerto
Vallarta address in lieu of the Kodak movie camera
which had been mailed meanwhile to his vacated
Birmmingham address (4143). Aéain the written signature
on this note matched the.string of "Galt" signatures’

(4143). For some reason (Huie says Ray said he wanted November 6-13
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a week in a more exvensive room in a hotel on the
beach.) (Huie, p.81), Ray switched hotels, going
from the Rio to the Hotel Tropicana (1219). He
spent most of.his time in the period from October
19 to November 13, 1967, with a girlfriend, Irma
Morales, whose true name is Manuela Aguirre Medrano
(1219), and possibly another female named Nina
(Huie, p.8).
Ray left Puerto Vallarta and drove to Los Novenber 14
Angeles where he rented an apartment at 1535 North
Serrano Avenue on the 19th of November. (668; Huie,
p.85). He then wrote a typed letter -to the Superior  November 19
Bulk Film Company, Chicago, to forward to his new
address the refund due him for the undelivered Kodak
movie camera; the signature on this letter matches
the other ''Galt" signatures. (4143).
In this second week of his stay in Los Angeles, November 27

Ray began a series of six visits to a clinical December 14
psychologist, Dr. Mark O. Freeman, in hopes of November 27
overcoming his shyness, gaining social confidence, November 30

learning self-hypnosis to gain relaxation, sleep and  December 4,
6, 11, & 14
remember things better.
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Apparently, in a further self-improvement step,
Ray enrolled in a course of dancing instructions with
the owner of the National Dance Studiol 2026 Pacific
Avenue, Long Beach, Califbrnié (4143). On December
13fh, Ray wrote his Birmingham bank to close his
safety deposit box (2323). He paid $100 on the
dancing lesson contract on the 1l4th of December, left
laundry at the Avalon Cleamers & Laundry, Inc.,
5662, Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, on the following
day-ticket No.31053 and laundry mark ''20R-3" made
by a Thermo Seal marking machine (4143); and al;o
on December 15th Ray, as Galt still, began a round
trip drive with Charles J. Stein, 5666 Franklin
Avenue, los Angele;, to New Orleans in Ray's white
Mustang to pick up Stein's sister's two small children
(4143). Stein and Ray arrived in New Orleans on the
17th, the latter regiétering at the Provincial Hotel,
1024 Chartes Street, Room 126 (5399). The "'Galt"
registration card signature matched the string of
such signatures in Ray's odyssey and he further
recorded that he was driving a Mustang with Alabama
license No.1-38993 and gave his address as 2608
Highland Avenue, Birmingham (4143).
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Ray checked out before the 1:00p.m. checkout
time on the 19th ana, with the two children and
Charles Stein, made the return trip to Los Angeles
arriving by the 21st of December when he took the
first of the series of dancing lessons he had
signed up for. The next day he picked up his
laundry. Four more dancing lessons are recorded
next (4143).

On December 28, 1967, Ray first indicated
his interest in innﬁg;htinglto Africa, and more
particularly to a white ruled area, by writing a
letter of inquiry to Mr. Jolm Acord, Chairman,
American-Southern African Council, 800 Fourth St.,
S.W., Washington, D.C.; the signature of Galt
ﬁatch;d up with the other Galt writings. (4143).

Ray said he visited las Vegas on New Year's
Day. (Huie, p.96). Dance lessons are documented
on the 2nd and 3rd days of 1968 (2325). Galt
bought Bank of America money order No.0799 18037
in ﬁhe amount of $15 from the Hollywood Western
Branch payable to the Locksmithing Institute (2325)
The FBI lab made the usual writing match up on the

O

signature (4143). Meanwhile Ray showed up regularly

for dance lessons (2325). On January 19th Ray signed
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26,27828

1968
January 1,283

January 8
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w for a bartending course at the International School
of Bartending 2125 Sunset Boulevard (2325); his
application signature fits his other Galt signatures
(4143). He left his laundry at the Home Service
Laundry and Dry Cleaning Co. at 5280 Hollywood Boulevard
(2325, cites laundry list No.!3065 in E. Galt's name
with Thermo Seal sticker 02B-6, thg marking on the
T-shirt and shorts in the bag abandoned at the front
door of Canipe's Amusement Co. in Memphis, April 4,
1'968) .

On January 21, 1968, Ray changed his lodgings
to Room 403 of the St. Francis Hotel, 5533 Hollywood
Boulevard (2325). On the 22nd and on the 23rd, 25th,
29th, 30th, 31st, February 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12, Ray
regularly attended dance lessons (2325). He attended
bartending school thz:_c\mgh to March 2, 1968. He bought January 29
two Bank of America nn;xey orders‘or;-the 29th of January,
one to place an ad in the Free Press soliciting a
female pen pal and the second to pay for a mail
forwardiﬁg service (1500). Each transaction created
a handwriting match as did a Bank of America money order
No.0799 17281 payable to the Locksmithing Institute, January 31
Little Falls, New Jersey (2325).
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Ray's 1966 white Mustang with Alabama license
No.1-38993 registered in Alabama under the alias
Galt was' serviced on the 13th at a Chevron Station,
1506 North Normandic Avenue, Los Angeles with mileage
at 34,185. Another undated servicing some 200 miles
later occurred at Cort Fex Ford Co., 4531 Hollywood
Boulevard in Los Angeles (2325). ‘ '

Ray attempted to increase his social life by February 17
writing and sending his photograph to a woman listed
by "The Iocai Swinger" which listing was secured for
$1.00; Ray in fact wrote 5 such letters (4143). The
Galt signature was added to the FBI's matchups and February 26
Ray's photograph secured. For reading material,
Ray ordered books from Futura Books paying by money
order No.0799 19430 on the 26th. (1500). The
signature matchup was made (4143). On this same day
Ray made a money order payment No.0799 19701 to the
Locksmithing Institute (2325). He sent another,
No.0799 19704, for the "Locksmith's Ledger' with
matching signature (2325); he sent two money orders,
Nos.0799 19702 and 0799 19703, and a letter order to
Tiffany Enterprises, 8512 Whitworth Drive in Ios Angeles,
a mail order house, for one pair of Japanese handcuffs
(1500), with signatures matchable on two of the three
documents (4143).
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At intervals in his stay in Los Angeles, Ray
had plastic surgery done to change his appearance
(author Huie puts this treatment as on March 3, 7 and
11, 1968, Huie, pp.l07-8); he visited a psychologist-
hypnotist, Reverend Von Koss on January 4, 1968
(Huie, p.102), and allegedly scme seven other ‘
psychiatrists, hypnotists or scientologists.
According to author Huie, he frequented a bar kncuwn
as the Rabbit's Foot Club and on one night became
involved in a racial argument followed by a mugging in
which he had his wallet stolen and lost his suit jacket,
car keys and driver's license (Hule, p.96-98). According
to author Hule citing Ray as his source, Ray telephoned
Alabama and had a duplicate license issued; this was

forwarded fram his former Birmingham address to California

and received there about March 10, 1968 (Huie, p.98).

"Galt" was graduated from the bartending school
on the 2nd of March. His picture was taken with the
school operator and Ray closed his eyes to make recogni-
tion more difficult (4143; Huie, p.104).

A postal money.order No.l,916,211,078 was 'sent
to the Locksmithing Institute as a periodic payment on
the correspondence course Ray was taking (1428). The

signature matchup was made. (4143.)

-7
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Ray listed a change of address on March 17
with the St. Francis Hotel, giving his forwarding
address as General Delivery, Main Post Office
Atlanta, Georgia (4143). Presumably he'left
Ios Angeles in his white Mustang on this date,
proceeding to New Orleans where he left a béx
of clothing for Marie Martin's little daughter,
Marian de Grassee, at Charles Stein's cousin
Theresa Stone's residence, 4019 Royal Streeﬁ (4143;
Huie, p. 108). )
" Fran New Orleans_,, Ray drove to Selma, Alabama March 22
(5502), (where Ray began to stalk Dr. King according
to Huie's statement of Ray's admission on this) and, March 23
after an overnight stay there, he went on to.Montgomery, March 24
to Bimmingham and finally to Atlanta, Georgia (Huie, p.
112). ' ’
In Atlanta, Ray rented room 1¥o.2 in a room:mg March 24 K
house at 113-14th Street, N.E. from ‘the operator,
Jimmy Delton Garner (1033). He stayed there until March 28
March 28 on which day, while still in Atlanta, he
purchased U.S. Postal money order No.5,615,057,923 pay-
able to the Locksmithing Institute (1428). The Galt
signature was a matchup (4143).
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On the 29th Ray appeared at the Aeromarine Supply  March 29
Conpany, 5701 Airport Highway in Birmingham, Alabama,
and using the alias Harvey Lowmyer purchased a Remington  March 30
.243 caliber rifle, .I_fodel 700 with a 2x-7x Redfield
telescopic sight mounted on it (432). Almost certa@nly
because the breech of the .243 caliber weapon was-caked
with a hardened preservative (cosmoline) and could not
be loaded, Ray returned it the following day (not having
fired it). He explained that his "brother' didn't like
it, and exchanged the .243 rifle for a Model 760, 30-06
caliber Remington. The scope was transferred to the
latter rifle. Throughout these transactions the package
for either rifle was a Browning shotgun carton which was
large enough to hold the scope-equipped Remingtons (432).
The Atlanta rooming house operator, Jimmy Delton March 31
Garner stated he had Ray print his name (Eric S. Galt) on
an old envelope at Garner's request so that Garner could
transfer the name properly to his official records; the
handprinting is a matchup with other Galt-Ray printing
samples (1033).
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Using the name Zric Galc, Ray left his lawmdry april 1
and dry cleaning at the Piedmont Laundry pichxp
station, 1168 Peachtree, N.W. in Atlanta (4143). Two April 3
days later, as Eric S. Galt, Ray on April 3 registered
into Room 34 at the Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee (t':he distance between Atlanta
and Memphis by the most convenient route is 398 miles);
he gave 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham as his address
.and he noted on the registration card that he was driving
a Mustang with Alabama license No. 1-38993 (4143). His
signature was a match to the other identified Galt signa-
tures (4143). On this same day, Ray purchased'a safety  April 3 .
razor and shaving supplies at the Rexall Drug Store in
the Whitehaven suburb of Memphls (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A-

Sec. 1; Huie, p. 129) “

Ray left the Rebel Motel before the lp.m. April 4.
checkout time on April 4th (4143). At some point 3-3:30p.m.
between 3p.m. and 3:30p.m. on the 4th, a man #
generally answering Ray's description rented Room 5-B.
at- 422 1/2 South Main Street, Memphis, in the name of
John Willard (idem. 33). Ray admits to having been in
the room with '"Raoul'’ whom he first said rented the
room using the "Jillard" alie;.s heb, Ray, supplied (Huie,

p.115). In another letter to Huie, Ray states he himself 4:00p.m.

~-80~
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rented the room using the alias Jolm Willard (Huie, p.
30). Ray went out to the York Amms Company Store then
located at 162 South Main Street and purchased a pair
of Bushnell pinoculars for a total of $41.55 (4143);
Ray was identified by the salesman at York Arms and
Ray admits to having been to the sports store ‘and to
having made the purchase of the binoculars (Huie, p.
115). By S5p.m. at the latest, Ray had returned to
the rooming house, parked his Mistang and had taken _
his zipper bag and bedspread to Room 5-B (Huie, p.115);
" by necessary inference, becausé it was acdmittedly
brought down from there and dropped on the sidewalk,
the 30-06 rifle had been taken up to Room 5-B at this
time or just before Ray's trip to the York Arms Co.
Store (See Huie, p.114 and p.13L; 4143).

As detailed in the.discussion of the course of
the FBI investigation ante at pp. 48-50, the assassin fled
from the common bathroom at fhe rear of the rooming
house after firing the shot that killed Dr. King. The
assassin could have cleared and undoubtedly did clear
the corridor and the stairs to the street in about 45
seconds. In another 15 seconds at the outside he could

have reached and undoubtedly did reach Ray's white
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Mustang after dropping Ray's bag, the rifle Ray bought
and bearing only his fingerprints and the bedspread which
Ray admits taking up to Room 5-B (Staff reenactment;
Huie, p.115). According to a post-conviction statement by
Ray to then Special Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field
Office, Robert Jensen, roomer Charles Stephens had a
good look at Ray in the rooming house (5622; Interview.of
Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App. B).

On the street Guy Warren Canipe, Jr., in his place
' of business, Canipe Amusement Co., at 424 South Main Street
heard 2 thud near the front door of his store, looked wp
to see a white male walk rapidly past his sto;:e going
south (right to left to someone inside the store) and,,

with the two customers in his store, went to the front

door where they observed a small white car, a Mustang  6:04p.m..

according to the two custc;mers, pull away going north
(left to right) from a curb side parking place just south
of Canipe's store (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A-Sec.l; -cf.
Huie, p.131).

According to Ray's admission to author ‘Huié, Ray April 4,
drove south into Mississippi and then turned east through 1968
Birmingham reaching Atlanta about 6a.m. on April 5th =~ April 5,

1968
(Huie, p.132). He abandoned the white Mustang. On the
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table in the rscm at the Atlants rocming house, he leftc
a letter about South Africa from the Jolm Birch Society
in California and a copy of the Free Press fram Los
Angeles to divert the FBI's attention to California
while he fled to Canada (Huie, p.133). Ray picked up .
his laundry at the Piedmont laundry pick-up station at
1168 Peachtree N.E. in Atlanta on the 5th of April'(4697):
He then took a bus departing Atlanta just after noon on
the 5th and arrived in Cincinnati at about 1:30a.m. on
the 6th of April. After a one hour layover which he
stated he spent in a tavern near the bus depot, Ray
continued by bus to Detroit where he arrived at about
8a.m. (Huie, p.135). He crossed by taxi into Canada
arriving in Windsor an hour or so before noon and
proceeded from there to Toronto by train arriving at
about 5:00p.m. (Huie, p.135). He rented a room at
102 Ossington Avenue without giving his name (5502;
Huie, p.135).

On the 8th of April Ray began the process of
securing a Canadian passport. - He picked two names,
Paul Edward Bridgman and Ramon George Sneyd, from the
anmouncements of births #n newspapers for the year

1932 at the public library (Huie, p.137). He made an
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application for a duplicate birrh certificaste in ezch of

these names on April 10 and on the following day had April 11,
a passport picture taken m the name of Bridgman and 1968
‘then to pro'vide a separ;te mailing address for the

-expected replies as to Sneyd, he .rented a room at . April 16,
é62 Dundas Street in the name of Sneyd on April 1l6th 1968
(5502; Huie, p.14l). On the same day he executed an

application in the nzme Paul Bridgman with his, Ray's

102 Ossington Avenue address as the person to be

notified in case of emergency (Huie, p.143). The

Kemedy Travel Agency of Toronto handled the processing

of the application for Ray (5502). ‘On the 19th Ray A{ggé 19,

moved to the Dundas Street address (5502).
The fingerprints-of '"Eric S. Galt" were ffmnd to April 19,
be a match with those of James Earl Ray after a search 1968
of the print file on Fugitive Felons.
According to author Huie he gleaned from Ray that.
Ray visited four bars on the 21st in order to watch the
"IV show "The FBI" (Huie, p.147). He found the show tuned
in at the fourth place he tried and learried that he had
made the Ten Most Wanted List with an international "look-

out''as to Ray (Huie, p.147). He checked out of the
Ossington Avenue room on the, 19th (Huie, p.147).
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On April 24 the Canadian passport in the name of
Ramon George Sneya was issued to Ray (Huie, p.148). Ray
purchased a round trip ticket to London and departed
on May 6, 1968 (Huie, p.149). Frcm Iondon Ray took a
plane to Lisbon where he spent. 10 days looking for a -
passage to Angola (Huie, p.150). When he was unable
to QO so he returned to London after first getting his
passport replaced at the Canadian Embassy in Lisbon to
correct the spelling of the name Sneyd (instead of Sneya)
(5502; Huie, p.150).

Ray returned to London and spent his time txying
to find a way to join a mercenary force (Huie, p.150).
To this end ﬁe bought a plane ticket to Brussels and was
in the process of meeting his plane at the Heathrow Airport
when he was apprehended on June 8, 1968, by detectives from
New Scotland Yard (4346,4368; Huie, p.150-151). The arrest
was made on the basis of use of a fradulent passport and
carrying a concealed weapon, i.e., the loaded .38 caliber
Japanese-make revolver found on his person at Heathrow
(4346,4368; Huie, p.151).]

This chronology ha; been campiled from data in FBL
reports and Ray's 1ette?s to author William Bradford Huie.

It was hoped by the task force that we would have an
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oproromizy o zo over the facts wich James Eari Ray
himself. Accordingly, after the United States Supreme
Court denied his petition for a writ of certiorari, on
December 13, 1976, a verbal request was made to Ray's
Attorney, James H. Lesar, for an opportunity to interview
Ray. Iesar stated that he was writing Ray a letter that
day and would advise him of our desire to interview him
and leave the matter up to him (Interview of James H.
lesar, December 14, 1976, App. B). Also, the task force
sent Ray a letter on December 15, 1976, via his attorney
requesting an interview (See letter to James Earl ng,
December 15, 1976, App. A, Fx.14). While no answer to
our letter was received, Ray sent the task force a copy of
a letter addressed to his attorney. Ray attached a copy
of a complaint he recently filed in a civil action and
stated in the letter to his attorney that: "I agree with
your advice opposing the interview. It would appear that
this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their
book writing collaborators, e.g., Gerold Frank, George
McMillian, et al.'" (See letter to James H. lesar, December 20,
1976, App. A, Ex.15).

Absent a statement to us fram Ray, four existing Ray

explanations were compared and are here briefly noted.
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First, ro one, other than his attornevs talked with
Ray before the plea bargaining resulted in his comviction
of the First Degree murder of Martin ILuther King, Jr., and
sentencing in open court on March 10, 1969, before Judge:
W. Preston Battle, .Criminal Court of Shelby County,

- Ternmessee (See Transcript App. A, Ex.16). At that time,

" on voir dire, Judge Battle asked Ray: "Are you pleading
guilty to Murder in the First Degree in this case because
you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under such circumstances
that would maké you legally guilty of Mwder in the First
Degree under the law as explainéd to you by your lawyers?'

Ray answered: 'Yes."

Ray then acknowledged that he was pleading guilty
freely, voluntarily and understandingly. He and his
attorney, Percy Foreman, initialed the copy of these
questions and answers. Ray also signed a detailed
stipulation confessing that he fired the fatal shot (5506).

The task force observes that the only way one can
be "legally guilty" of first degree murder is when one
accomplishes, or aids or assists in the accomplishment, of
the wrongful killing of a human being with premeditation
and malice aforethought. 'I'I:ms, Ray has juciicially confessed
that he intended to and did kill Dr. King.
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Secend, Ray relaced in writing to author Huie a
story of his odyssey from Missouri State Prison to Memphis
which acknowledged that he bought the murder weapon, made
his way to Memphis, rented the room there at 422 South
Main on April &4, 1968, using the aglias “‘Jolm Willard,"
waited in the white Mustang, and drove ''Racul" away from
the crime scene after the murder wholly unaware of the
killing of Dr. King. In this version "Raoul', or ''Roual",
is the mysterious killer whom Ray thought to be an
international gun-rumer; Ray bought the murder weapon for
"Raoul" thinking it was to be displayed to prospective
Mexican buyers in Room 5-B of the "flop house' on South
Main Street (Huie, p.130-131).

Third, in a statement read on a program of Station
KMOX-TV-St. louis, Missouri, in Augustlof 1959 by his
brother Jerry, James Earl Ray was quoted as alleging that
he was the immocent victim, ''the fall guy" of a scheme by
the FBI (Memphis 44-1987 Sub M-665). This description of
the crime contains mo reference to Racul.

Fourth, the most recent story available to the
task force is reported as the result of a four hour interview
by Wayne Chastain, Jr., for the Pacific News Service,
October 20, 1974. It is to the effect that Ray was ''set up

-88-

MW 65360 Docld:32983802 Page 272




NW 65360 Docld:32983802 Page 213

L J |
as a patsy'' for "Reoul." It proceeds alorng the same lines
as the tale told by Ray to author Huie that there was to
be a meeting at the rooming house at 6p.m. with an
international gun rurmer. Ray was instructed by Raoul to
have the white Mustang at the curb for "Ragul's" use that
evening. Ray, however, drove away from the area at about
6:00p.m. to get air in a low tire and found police swamming
all over the place when he tried to retwrn at 7:05p.m. He
dould not park, was turned back by police and learned only
after driving 100 miles into Mississippi that he had been

associated with the men who killed Dr: King (The Assassinations,

Dallas and Beyond, Edited by Peter Dale Scott, Paul L. Hock
and Russell Stetler, Random House, 1976, pp.315;317) .

The task force views the exculpatory content of these
varying and patently self-serving tales to be umbelievable.
The varying details are materially self-refuting. Ray first
admits full gullt He then says he waited immocently at the
cuzb and took off after the shot with "Racul as a passenger.
He next says he was the catspaw of the F_BI. And finally,
he and the Mustang were.ndt in the area when the shot was
fired and he never saw '"Racul" after the event.

The eye witnesses to the ''get away'', saw only one
man who resembled Ray. The man left in a hwrry in a white

7Mlstang as Ray admitted doing in version mumber two. We
concluded Ray was lying about the existence of a ""Raoul'".




O O

Ray"s stipulated judicial confession comports in
detail with the facts disclosed by the investigation and
the failure of the self-sexving 'stories persuasively

undermines the likelihood of any conspiracy.
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2. Motive

James Earl Ray, born 1928, was raised under
difficult circumstances. His parents were pcooxr, unedu-
cated and geneially resided in areas ;urxounded by
criminal activity. Ray did not achieve a h:'ggh' school
education, nor did he attend any vocational institution¥

~ After enlisting in the amy in 1946, Ray did not meet the
military's standards and was discharged in 1948 for lack .
Of adaptability. (HQ 44-38861-3333, 3987).

Thus, at the age of twenty-one, he had a very limited
education, was not trained or skilled at any particular job,
and was a reject of the military establishment. Thexreafter,
he proceeded to participate in and be apprehended for a
number .of criminal actions for which he would be incarcerated
for fourteen of the next eighteen years until his escape fram
the Missouri State Penitentiary in April 1967. Ray's criminal
activities included robbery, forgery and burglary (HQ 44-38861-
4143). He was not known to have been involved in crimes where

victims or witnesses were physically hammed.

*FBI files disclosed that James Earl Ray has an IQ of 105
(HQ 44-38861-3503).
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In March 1963, James Earl Ray was forty years

old and was never known to have had a serious relation-
ship with a man or woman during his adult life. Although
he was about to comit a very infamous crime of assassina-
tion, neither his childhood, his military years nor his
adult life of crime and imprisonment signaled such action.
His criminal activities were not those of a hired or self-
accomplished premeditated murderer. Why then would James
Earl Ray murder Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.?

2n analysis of Ray's prison records and interviews
with his prison inmates reveals some probative facts with
respect to a motive. For example, in 1955 Ray was incar-
cerated in the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, i(ansas,
-foz_: forgexry of post office money orders. On September 12,
1957, Ray was approved for the honor fam at Leavenworth,

but was never transferred there because he refused to live

in the integrated domitory at the farm (EQ 44-38861-1678) .

Thus, he was supposedly willing to sacrifice this benefit
and its accampanying privileges to avoid association with
black pJ:'isoners.

An inmate with Ray at Missouri State Penitentiary
for appmximai;ely three fears, s;:ated that Ray hated
Negroes. He further stated that Ray had said that

all the Negro prisoners inside the penitentiaxry should
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be killed. He also responded that on several occasions
" Ray had said he would kill Dr. Mart:m Luther King, Jr.,
if the price were right. In 1966, there was a riot at
the pe&:itentia_ry. Three blacks were killed. The inmate
would not state whether Ray had participated in the
killings. He did say that, if Ray had not, he would
definitely know who had killed the priscners. He also
said that he would not be surpriséd if he actedrwi‘chout,
being paid for the killing. It should be noted that another
) prisoner who was a chef at MSP and Ray's boss for six years,
stated that this inmate was a good friend of Ray and he also
hated Negroes. (HQ 44-38861-4443).
A second inmate with Ray at the Missouri State
Penitentiary frcom 1960 until 1965, claimed that he
recalls that Ray was glad when President Kennedy was killed
and stated "that is one nigger-loving S.0.B that got shot".
The prisoner also advised that Ray disliked Negroes. During
the time period when King was leading demonstrations and
marches Ray would became agg;:avated";nd upset when reading
this information in newspapérs to the point that he would
.curse King and the Negroes. He further stated he had heard
prison rumors tﬁat Ray was supposed to have killed three

black prisoners at the penitentiary. Finally, he related
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that in 1963 Ray macde the remark that he was Joing to
get Martin Luther King when he got out of prison.
(HQ 44-38861-2678, 2791). |

A third inmate at MSP from 1962 umntil 1965,
described Ray as a "lone wolf" who never trusted
anyone. He stated that Ray was a racist and was heard
many times discussing his dislike of Negroes. Another
prisoner became acquainted with Ray in 1965 and said that’
Ray commented if he ever got out of jail he was going to
make himself a “"bunch of money,” and Ray further said a
"Businessmen'stAsséciation" had offered $100,000 for
killing Martin Luther King. This prisoner said that
Ray did not know what the "Businessmen's Association”
was, but he intended to find out. (HQ 44-38861-4143).

A cellmate with Ray in 1955 at Kansas City who
later served prison time with Ray at leavenworth, Kansas,
was also incarcerated with Réy at NSP He stated that
during the period when President Kennedy was- assassinated
the movements of Dr. Martin Luther King became .the topic
of conversa;tion at the penitentiary. Many grisoners heard
that,bpsinessmen had raised a considerable amount of money,
about one million dollars, as a bounty on King's head. He
further stated that Ray mentioned a dozen times that had he
known about the bounty on Jommn F. Kennedy's head and
had-he been free he would have collected it; and, if he

~

-94-

WMWY 65360 Docld:32948802 Page 278



o @

got cut in time and King were still alive, he would get

the bounty on King (HQ 44-38861-4143). A prisoner

who was at MSP from 1958 through 1965 stated Ray did

not like Negroes and was capable of killing Dr. Martin .
L Luther King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-4143). o o

Ray's péychological background is also a very

important avenue of review. As a result of a voluntary

psychiatric examination in 1966, Ray was described as

having a sociopathic personality, antisocial type with

anxiety and depressive features (HQ 44-38861-3505). In

1954, a prison sociologist stated that Ray'é delinquencies
seem due to impulsive behavior, especially when drinking
(HQ 44-38861-3335). These ch:aracteristics and caments
about Ray nsupport the opinic;n of psychologist Dr. Mark
Freeman. While Ray was in Los Angeles he was a patient
of Dr. Freeman. Dr. Freeman believes that Ray was potentially
capable of assassination, was a self-motivated person who
could act alone, and likely fantasized on being scmecne
important.

There were two matters involving Ray and blacks
while outside prison which shed same light on whether his
hatred of blacks and need for importance and profit could

have motivated him to murder. While in Mexico in the fall
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of 1267, Ray asscciafad with 2 Mexican weman, Irma

]

Morales, in the City of Puerto Vallarta. Morales admitted
spending considerable time with him and recalls an jincident

that took place on Sunday, October 29th. She and Ray were

seated at a table in a bar and were drinking when four

blacks and several white persons arrived and were seated
at another table. She stated that Ray kept goading the
blacks for some reason. Thereafter, Ray left his table
to go to his car, and when he returned he asked her to
feel his pocket. Morales did and felt a pistol in his
pocket. Ray stated to Morales that he wanted to kill the
blacks. He then continued to be insulting and when the
blacks left he stated ljze wanted to go after them. Morales,
however, told him it was time for the police to arrive to
check thé estiai:;lishnent and Ray stated he wanted nothing to
do with the police, thereby teminating the incident (HQ "44-
38861-2073) .

A second incident toék place during Ray's stay in
Los Angeles. James E. Morrison, a bartender at the Rabbit's
Foot Club éhere, identified Ray as a frequent custamer.
Morrison said that on one occasion Ray became engaged in a
pol:i.tical discussion with him regarding Robert Kennedy and
George Wallace. Ray became rather incensed and vehemently

supported Wallace. On another occasion, Ray had had a
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discussion with Pat Goodsell, a frequent female customer,
concerning blacks and the civil rights movement. Ray became
very imvolved and began dragging Goodsell towards the door
saying, "I'll drop you off in Watts and we'll see how you
like it there" -(HQ 44-38861-3557). Ray then supposedly went
outside and had to fight two persons, one being black (Huie,
pp. 96-98).

Thus, it seems clear that Ray openly displayed a
strong racist attitude towards blacks. While in prison,
Ray stated he would kill Dr. King if given the opportunity
and Ray was prepared to threaten or attack black persons
in Puerto Valla:c:ta, Mexico, with a weapon for apparently
a racial reason. These events and occurrences leading to
the assassination of Dr. King and the assassination itself
certainly do not illustrate a single, conclusive motive.
Yet, Ray's apparent hatred for the civil rights movement,
his possible yearning for recognition, and a desire for a
potential quick profit may have, as a whole, provided

sufficient impetus for him to act, and to act alone.

3. Sources Of Funds

v

Shortly after the search forw Ray began, it was
recognized that he had traveled extensively following his

escape from the Missouri Penitentiary. Moreover, in addition
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to normal iiving ecenses, Ray had made several sub-
stantial purchases, e.g., cars, photo equipment, dance
lessons (See, List of known expenditures, App. A, Ex. 4).
These expenditures suggested that he had financial assist-

’ ance and herice possible co-conspirators. Therefore, the
Burean was particularly interested in determining his
sources of income. On April 23, 1968, the Director -advised
all field divisions to consider Ray as a suspect in any
unsolved bank robberies, burglaries or armed robberies
occurring after April 23, 1967. The results were negative.

On April 29, 1968, the Director in a teletype to
all SAC's ordered that all law enforcement agencies which
maintained unidentified latent fingerprints be contacted
and requested that fingerprints of Ray be ccmpared in order
to determine his past whereasbouts and possibly establish
his source of fimds. Again, negative results were obtained.
The Director, on May 14, 1968, reminded all field divisions
that Ray had spent”a considerable amount of money from April
23, 1967 until April 4, 1968, and advised that a source for
these monies had not been determined. The Director ordered
that photographs of Ray be displayed to appropriate'w{tnesses
in unsolved bank robberies and bank burglaries. These efforts
and all others to date, with one exception, have proved
fruitless.

-98-

NW ﬁf@ﬁﬂ Docld: 32985802 Page 282




As a result of one of Huie's Lodk articles, the -
Bureau did ascertain that Ray had been employed at a
restaurant in Wirmetka, Illinois, for approximately eight
weeks. As a dishwasher and cook's helper, Ray had received
checks totaling.$664 from May 7, 1967 through June 25, 1967
(See, List of known income, App. A, Ex. 5). This is the
only known source of income for Ray following his prison
escape. Reports from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
indicated no known robberies or burglaries which could be
cormected with Ray, nor did Mexican authorities notify
the Bureau of any criminal activity which could be associ-
ated with Ray. The Bureau investigated the possibility
that Ray participated in a bank robbery at Alton, Illinois,
in 1967, but it was established that he was not a partici-
pant.

Ray related to author Huie that he robbed a food

" store in Canada, and that an individual named 'Racul"
firrnished him funds on a continuous basis for various
undertakings. These matters were actively pursued by the
Bureau but have never been corroborated by them. Nor have
they been corroborated by private inquiries of writers and
journalists. It is the Bureau's opinion that Ray most likely
comnitted on a periodic basis several robberies or‘bm:glaries

during this period in order to support himself. Ray's criminal
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background does lend credence to this theory.

The task force interviewed Ray's brother, Jerry
Ray (See, Interview of Jerry Ray, December 20, 1976, App.
B). He stated that to his knowledge family members did
not provide James with any funds. Jerry admitted he met
with his brother two or three times during his employment
at the Wirmmetka restaurant and advised that he, not James,
paid for their eating and drinking expenses. However,
when Jerry again saw his brother on his return from Canada
in August, 1967, James did have some money because it was
he who paid for their expenses which included a motel roocm.
Jerry added that James also gave him his car coomenting
that he would purchase a more expensive car in Alabama.
Jerry stated he was unaware of where his brother had
obtained his money as well as the amount of money he had
at .this time,

Accordingly, the sources for Ray's funds still

remain a mystery today.
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4, Family Contacts aznd Assistancs

Our review of the files indicated that the FBI

had no hard evidence linking James Ray to any conspiracy

to kill Dr. King. Absent such evidence, the Bureau

apparently discounted the significance of any contact

between Ray and his.famz'.ly. As the Chiéago case agent

toid us, it is not unusual for a fugitive or a person

| who has committed a given crime to be in touch with
family mezbe;s. While such contact may render tl;e actions
of the family member criminally lisble, it is not gmérally
pursued absent some evidence of direct participation in the
crime,

However, in light of the fact that a good deal
of mj;stery still surrounds James Ray and the assassination,
particularly the means by which he financed his life style
and &wels, we concluded that on the basis of the infor-
mation whicﬁ was uncovered, the Bureau should have pursued
this line of the investigation more thoroughly.
The cormection of the Ray family to the crime against

Dr. King may have been nonexistent. This does not alter the
fact, however, that the FBI discovered that the subject of -
the largest zr‘xanhupt in history had been aided in his fugitive
status by at least one family member. This and other facts
suggestive of family assistance became clear as the Bureau's

investigation progressed.
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ixst, John and Serry Ray had signiiicanc contacts
with James while he was in Missouri State Penitentiary
(MSP) at Jefferson City, Missouri. dJerry Ray visited
James three or four times and had borrowed money from
James on at least one occasion during his oonfi?ement
(Chicago 44-1144 Sub G-17). John Ray visited or at:.tempﬁed
to visit James Ray while at MSP on at least nine occasions.
The last visit took place on 2April 22, 1967’, the day before
Ray escaped (HQ 44-338861-4503). The Bureau also discovered.
that while in prison at MSP James Ray had a %ellow inmate
send a money order to a fictiti;ils campany (Albert J. Pepper
Stationary Co.) in St. Louis, Missouri. The money was sent
to the address of Cérol Pepper (sister and buéiness partner
of John Ray) where she resided with her husband Albert.
James Ray had told the inmate who sent the money that it was
a way of getting money out of the prison (HQ 44-38861-2614).
Second, James Earl Ray was seen by several people in
both the St. ILouis and Chicago areas during the period
immediately after his escape. In St. Louis (where John
Ray was living) two former inmates at MSP, stated that they
had seen James Ray on separate occasions. One stated that
he had seen Ray three times between May 10 and 17, 1967 (Kansas
City, 44-760-786). The other saw Ray entering a bank with

Jimmie Owens and spoke briefly with Ray as they entered
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(HQ 44-38861-3483). In the Chicago area where Jerry Ray

was living, the Bureau discovered that James Ray had

‘purchased a car on June 5, 1967 (Chicago, 44-1114 Sub D
Ex. 85) and had worked in Wirmetka, Illinois. Ray's

employers also told Bureau agents that James Ray had
received several calls fram a man clam:.ng to be Ray's
brother immediately prior to James' departure from his
job. They stated that these calls had a visibly disturbing
effect on James Ray (Chicago 44-1114 Sub G-37). Jerry
Raynes, father of the Ray brothers, told the FBI that he
overheard John and Jerry méntion that James had been in
Chicago during the summer of 1967 (Chicago 44-1114-508).
Third, in California, the FBI discovered two facts
which pointed toward possible contact between James Ray
and his brqthers. R:Lchard Gonzales who was a fellow
studeht with Ray at the bartending school in Los Angeles
told Bureau agehtsi that Ray had told him upon completion
of the course that he (Ray) was going to visit a brother
in Birmingham for two weeks (HQ 44-38861-~1233). The FBI
al.so interviewed Marie Martin, cousin of Charles Stein.
She stated that for some time before March 17, 1968, (the
date when Ray left los Angeies) James Ray had been stating

that he was in need of funds and was waiting for his brother

to send him some money.
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Feurth, through an informant the Bureau discoversd
that Jerry Ray may not have been entirely candid with the
special agents during his several interviews. The informant
disclosed to Bureau agents cn June 7, 1968, that Jerry Ray
stated he had seen his brother (James) at least once at ‘a
pre-arranged meeting place in St. Louis shortly after his
escape. Jerry also allegedly stated to the infommant that
he had recognized the photograph of Eric Starvo Galt as
being identical with his brother James prior to the time
the FBI had first contacted him in connection with the
assassination. He did not want to tell the FBI everything
he knew out of fear that James would be caught. (HQ 44-38861-
4594.) ‘

Correspondence recovez;’ed by the Bureau indicated
that Je:rxy may have heard from James in Canada in June of
1968 (HQ 44-38861-4517 and 4518). James Ray Awas in Canada
during April and May of 1968 prior to his departure for
London on May 7, 1968. (HQ 44-38861-4595). It is also noted
that Jerry had earlier told agents that he had received mail

from James, while James was in prison, at Post Office Box 22
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Wheeling, Illinois (Chicago 44-1id Sub G-28).
Finally, in November, 51968 it became clear that
| James Ray had been in touch with his brother Jerry. Illinois
motor vehicle records showed that on August 25, 1967 James
‘ Ray (using the name of John L. Rayns) transferred his 1962
Plymouth to Jel;ry (HQ 44~38861-5413). This was during the
period when James Ray was making his way fram Canada to
Bimmingham, Alabama. It has ccntinued to be a mystery
as to why Ray went to Alabama, how he traveled there, and
where he obtained the several thousand dolia.rs he had when
he arrived.
Thus, at least one family member, Jerxry, had lied
' ' to the FBI and had beccme subject to federal criminal charges

for aiding a fugitive. He was never confronted with these

facts by the Bureau. In the task force interview of Jerxy
Ray, he confirmed the fact that he had lied to the Bureau and
had seen his brother James on several occasions.*/ Jerry
dénied knowing anything a‘_.‘bout James' travels or his source
of funds (Interview of Jerry Ray, December 20, 1976, App. .B) .

However, the task force found the credibility of Jerry's

-

*/ The task force attempted to talk to James and John Ray
but an interview was refused in both instances.
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denials to be suspect. In light of this low credibilicy
and critical passage of time which has allowed the statute '
of limitations to run, we concluded that the FBI abandonéd
a -significant opportunity to obtain answers fram family
members concerning some of the important questions about

James Earl Ray which still remain.

D. Critical Evaluation Of The Assassination Investigation

As this report I;eflects, there was a wealth of
information in the files developed by the FBI murder
investigation. We have been able to dig up some additional
data. Only a small part of any; of this information has
been made a matter of any official public record. Some of
it was embodied in the stipulation agreed to by James Earl
Ray and judicially acknowledged in open court‘by him (with
a stated reservation as to agreeing to the ‘wording indicating
a lack of a conspiracy). Some emerged in Ray's poét-ccnvicticn
efforts to get a new trial. A quantity of the "wnofficial”
evidentiary data and a great deal of mis-information was
gleaned by the news media and by L;rofessional writer.;.. It
is understandable therefore that many suspicions have been
generated-  and, because of Justice Department rules against
disclosures of raw investigative files, have gone umanswered.

First, the task force has concluded that the investi-

gation by the FBI to ascertain and capture the murderer of
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was thoroughly, honestly
and successfully conducted. We submit that the minute
details compacted in this report amply sn"zpport tl;is con-
clusion.

At the very outset of the investigation telegrams
went to all field offices of the Bureau instructing the
Special Agents in Charge to take personal supervision of
the investigation, to check out all leads in 24 hours N and
noting that they would be held personally responsible.

(HQ 44-38861-153). The files we revieved show that this
directive was conscientiously followed. The Bureau sought
first to identify and locate the murderer using the obvious
1eads‘. They checked out aliases, tracked the traces left
under the Galt alias, and used the known fingerprints from
the murder weapon and the contents of the blue zipper bag

" left on South Main Street to eliminate suspects. This
backtracking ended in Atlanta. At &is point the Bureau
initiated a check of the crime site fingerprints against
the white male 'wanted fugitive' print file. This produced
the almost 'instant"” dis?overy that the wanted man, Galt,
was James Earl Ray, an escapee from Missouri State Prison.
In fact the "instant'' discovery was a tedious hand search
started in a file of some 20,000 prints. That it tock only

two hours to make a match is said by the Bureau experts to
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be largely sheer luck; it could have taken days. .We

accept the explanation that the fingerprint search was a
normal next resort after nomal lead procedures were
exhausted.
Second, the task force views the evidence point:’.ng
to the guilt of James Earl Ray as the man who purchased
the moder gun and who fired the fatal shot to be conclusive.
It was possible for the task force to create a well
documented history of James Earl Ray from t_;he moment of
his escape to his capture in England, using the investigation
reports in the FBI files-and to corrcborate and £ill in
essential details with Ray's own statements (admissions)
in his letters to author William Bradford Huie. From this
chronology, from the laboratory proof, and from Ray's
judicial admissions it was concluded that he was the assassin,
and that he acted alone. We saw no credible evidence pro-

s bative of the possibility that Ray and any co-conspirator
were together at the scene of the assassination. Ray's
assertions that someone else pulled. the trigger are so
patently self-serving and so varied as to be wholly unbeliev-
able. They become, in fact, a part of the evidence of his
guilt by self-refutation.

Third, we found that conspiracy leads (aliunde Ray's

versions) had been conscientiously run down by the FBI even.
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though they had no possible relation to Ray's stories
or to the known facts. The results weré negative.

We found no evidence of any complicity on the part
of the Memphis Police Department or of the FBI.

We acknowledge that proof of the negative, i.e.,
proof that others were not imvolved, is here as elusive
and difficult as it has wuniversally been in criminal law.
But the sum of all of the evidence of Ray's guilt points
to him so exclusively that it most effectively makes the
point that no one else was involved. Of comllrse, sameone
could conceivably have provided him W:%.th logistics, or
even paid him to commit the crime. However, we have
found no competent evidence upon which to base such a
theory.

Fourth, it is true that the task force umearthed

some new data - data which answers some persistent questions

and which the FBI did not seek. But the Bureau ccncmtfated

on the principal in the case and much was not considered
important to his discovery and apprehension. We find no
" dishonesty in this. A lead suggesting that one or both

of James Earl Ray's brothers were in contact with him after,

and in aid of, his escape in 1967 from the Missouri State
Prison, and be'for_'e- the murder of Dr. King, was not followed.
It was not unearthed until after Ray's capture in England

on June 8, 1968; it was then apparently deemed a lead made
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sterile by supervening events. By hindsight the task

force believes Jerry and John Ray could have been
effectively interrogated flxrther to learn their knowledge,
if any, of James Earl Ray's plans, his finances and whether
they helped him after King's death.

Finally, the task force observed instances of FBIL
headquarter's reluctance to provide the Civil Rights
Division and the Attormey General with timely reports on
the course of the murder investigation. For example,
early in the investigation in a reaction to a press report
of Attorney Ceneral Clark's expectation of making a progress
report to the nation, FBI Director Hoover wrote: 'We are
rot going to.make any progress reports' (HQ 44-38861-1061).

The Bureau files reflect a significant degree of
disdain for the supervisory responsibilities of the é\:ttorney
General and the operating Divisions of the Department. For
exanple, the Attorney Géneral authorized the institution of
prosecutive action against the suspect 'Galt" (Birmingham
2;4—1740-10055 . But then, apparently without further consul-
tation with the Attorney General or the Civil Rights
Division, the Bureau prepared and filed a criminal complaint.
The Bureau selected Birmingham as the venue in which to
file the complaint in preference to Memphis because the

Bureau ''could not rely on the U.S. Attorney at Memphis''
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and "would lose control of the situation' (HQ 44-38861-1555).
The Bureau scenario called for then advising the Attornmey
. General "that circumstances have required the action taken'
(HQ 44-38861-1555).

We submit that in this sensitive case the Departmental
officials in Washington should have been consulted.

As another example, at the extradition stage of the
case, marked discourtesy was exhibited to the Attorl.:ley
General and to Assistant Attorney General Fred Vinson. In
a telephone discussion with the Attorney General who
conplained of being "kept in the dark', an Assistant to
'the Director accused the Attorney General of falsifications
and 'hung up the phone''. Again, when Assistant Attorney
General Vinson was detailed to England to arrange for the
extradition of James Earl Ray, the Legal Attache was ordered
to be "diplomatic but firm with Vinson and that under no
circumstances should Vinson be allowed to push our personnel
around" (HQ 44-38861-4447).

. The task force views this lack of coordination and
cooperation as highly improper. The Attorney General and
the Division Mof the Department having prosecutorial
responsibility for an offense being investigated should be

kept fully abreast of developments. The responsible
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Division, moreover, should have sufficient control of thne
Bureau's investigations to insure that the legal necessities
of pleading and proof are met. ’
In fairness to the Bureau it has to bé observed
that it is the obligation of. the Department to insist on
these perogatives. We do not think it effectively did so

in the King murder case.
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III. THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION

A. FBI Surveillance And Harassment Of Dr. King

1. Initiation of Technical Surveillahce and
COINTELPRO Type Activities

In order to reconstruct thé actions taken by
mexbers of the FBI toward Dr. King, the task force
scrutinized the basis for the initiation by the Bureau
of any action with respect to Dr. King. During the review
it was jrevealed that on May 22, 1961, Mr. Alex Rosen, then
Assistant Director of the General Investigative Division
(Division 6), advised Director Hoover in an information
memorandum, per his request on Dr. King and four other
individuals in commection with the ''Freedom Riders,"
that "King has not been investigated by the FBI" (Memo
from Scatterday to Rosen, May 22, 1961, App. A, Ex. 7).
The memorandum contained few references on Dr. King. The
Director commented, with regard to the omission of a subject
matter investigation on Dr. King: 'Why not?" The substance
of the report was forwarded to Attorney General Kennedy, and
the FBI did not pursue the King matter at this time. Thus,
FBI persomel did not have nardid they assume a personal
interest in the activities of Dr. King through May, 19§l.

Furthermore, in 1961, information in the Bureau files on
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Dr. King had only been gleaned from svoradic reports,
and this particular report to the Director was provided
by Division 6 which had responsibility for civil rights
matters. | k

In the begimming of 1962, the FBI started and
rapidly continued to gravitate toward Dr. King. The
sequence of events has already been reported in some
detail by the Senate Select Committee as well as in the
Robert Murphy Report which you received in March, 1976.
The task force in its review of pertinent documents con-
firms these reports.

In essence, the Director commmicated to Attorney
General Kemmedy during 1962 and 1963 a host of memoranda
concerning the interest of the Commmist Party in the
civil rights movement, and, in particular, Dr. King's
relationship with two frequently consulted advisers whom
the FBI had tabbed as members of the Commmist Party. As
a result of the deep int:erest in civil rights affairs by the
Attorney General and by the Kennedy Administration, these FBL
reports had the effect of alarming Robert Kemmedy and affecting
his decisions on the national level.

- The net effect of the Bureau memoranda nearly

culminated in the summer of 1963 when Attorney General
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Kennedy suggested consideration of technical surveillance
on King and the SCLC (HQ 100-106670-3631). Previously,
the bulk of FBI intelligence on Dr. King was secured by
tectmical surveillance of one ;;f his advisors and from
informants close to his associates. However, when Attorney
General Kemmedy was confronted shortly thereafter with the
Director's request for such surveillances, he reconsidered
his suggestion and denied the request (HQ 100-106670-165,
171). Attorney General Ke;:medy as well as several ot;ner
Department officials were sincerely concerned with King's
association with alleged commmist members since proposed
civil rights legislation was then very vulnerable to the
attack that commmists were influencing the direction of the
civil rights movement. Yet, an affirmative program to
gather intelligence with King as the subject was still
considered ill-advised. However, a significant turm of
events within the circles of the FBI hierarchy would soon
reverse the Attorney General's decision, and without his
knowledge the FBI would also launch an illegal counter-
intelligence program directed to discredit and neutralize
the civil rights leader. ‘

Director Hoover's demeanor toward Dr. King has been
well éublicized and is summarized below. Certainly, as

the task force determined, this plg.yed a vital role in
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FBI affairs, as did tne Director's attitude toward the
Commmist Party. On- August 23, 1963, then Assistant
Director. of the Domestic Intelligence Division, William

C. Sullivan, pursuant to the Director's request, presented

a seventy-page analysis of exploitation and influence by

the Commmist Party on the American Négro population since
1919 (HQ 100-3-116-253X). This report and Mr. Sullivan's
synopsis showed 'a failure of the Commmist Party in achieving
any significant inroads into the Negro population and the :
civil rights movement: Director Hoover responded: “

"This memo reminds me vividly

of those I received when Castro.
took over Cuba. You contended

then that Castro and his- cohorts
were not Commumnists and not ~
influenced by Commmists.. Time
alone proved you wrong. I for

oné can't ignore the memos

as having only an infinitesimal
effect on the efforts to exploit the
American Wegro by Commmists' (HQ 100-
3-116-253%)..

The Director's comment had a resounding effect
on Mr. Sullivan. Seven days later, ‘he replied:

"The Director is correct. We
were completely wrong.about
believing the evidence was not
sufficient to determine some
years ago- that Fidel Castro was
not a commmist or under commmist
influence. In investigating and
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writing about commmism and the
American Negro, we had better
remember this and profit by the
lesson it should teach us." Memo
from Sullivan to Belmont, August
30, 1963, App. A, Ex. 8).

Even more importantly, Mr. Sullivan also said
in response to the action that he now believed was
necessitated in determmining commmist influence in the
civil rights movement:

"Therefore, it may be imrealistic

to limit ourselves as we have been
doing to legalistic proof or definite-
ly conclusive evidence that would
stand 1p in testimony in court or
before Congressional committees that
the Camumist Party, USA, does wield
substantial influence over Negroes
which one day could become decisive."
(idem.) .

The FBI hierarchy had no written comments on this memo-
randum either supporting or negating the Assistant Director's
proposed line of action.

Then, in September, 1963, Mr. Sullivan recommended
"increased coverage of commmnist influence on the Negro'
(Memo from Baumgardner to Sullivan, September 16, 1963,
App. A, Ex. 9). The Director refused and commented:

"No I can't understand how you

can so agilely switch your think-
ing and evaluation. Just a few
weeks ago you contended that the
Commumist influehce in the racial
movement was ineffective and infin-
itesimal. This - notwithstanding
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many meses of specific instances

of infilrration, Now you want

to load the field down with more

coverage in spite of your recent i

memo depreciating CP influence

in racial movement. I don't intend

to waste time and money uwnitil you

‘can make up yowr minds what the

situation really is' (idem.)
In comrenting on a cover memo to the above Sullivan
requeét—; Director Hoover also stated, "I have certainly
been misled by previous memos which clearly showed
camumist penetration of the racial movement. The
attached is contradictory of all that. We are wasting
menpaver and money investigating CP effect in racial
movement if the attached is correct" (Memo for the Director
from Tolson; September 18, 1963, App. A, Ex. 10).

By now the Domestic Intelligence Division was
feeling the full weight of the Director's dissatisfaction
with their work product. Mr. Sullivan again replied on
September 25, 1963, in a huble marmer that Division 5
'had failed in its interpretation of commmist infiltration
in the Negro movement (Memo from Sullivan to Belmont,
September 25, 1963, App. A, Ex. 11). The Assistant Director
asked ‘the Director's forgiveness and requested the oppor-
tunity to approach this grave matter in the light of the

Director's interpretation. Director Hoover sanctioned

this request but again reprimanded Mr. Sullivan for stating

-118-

LN 65360 Docld:3298%802 Page 302



that comumist infiltration ''has not reached the point
of control or domination.” The Director curtly commented
that 'Certainly this is not txrue with respect to the
King commection' (idem). One could now foresee that
Dr. King would be closely watched by FBI persormmel.
In October, 1963, the Director forwarded a request
to the Attorney General for tectmical surveillance of
Dr. King's residence and the SCLC office in New York City.
This time the FBI received authorization for tectmical
surveillance and it was instituted almost immediately.
In addition, the FBI had prepared a new analysis on
- commmist involvement in the Negro movement (Communism
and the Negro Movement, October 16, 1963, App. A, Ex. 12).
A cover memorandum of this analysis written by Assistant
to the Director A.H. Belmont to Associate Director Clyde
A. Tolson reads:
"The attached analysis of Commmism
and the Negro Movement is highly
explosive. It can be regarded as a
personal attack on Martin Luther
King. There is nmo doubt it will
have a heavy impact on the Attorney
General and anyone else to whom we
disseminate it ... This memorandum
may startle the Attorney General,
particularly in view of his past
association with King, and the fact
that we are disseminating this out-
side the Department'' (Memo from

Belmont to Tolson, October 17, 1963
App. A, Ex. 13).
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To the latter part, the Director wrote, 'We mmst do ouxr
duty." Mr. Belmont further said:

"Nevertheless, the memorandum is a

powerful warning against Commumist

influence in the Negro movement ..."
The Director issued his feeling to this position and
added, "I am glad that you recognize at last that there

exists such influence."
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2. Predicate for the Security Investigation

The security investigation of Dr. Martin Tuther King,
Jr., and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
was predicated on the belief that they were under the
influence of the Commumist: Party, United States of America
(CPUSA). The basis for this belief was that Dr. King relied
upon one particular advisor who was tabbed by the FBI as a
ranking Commmist Party member (HQ 100-392452-133).

This characterization of the advisor was provided by
sources the Bureau considered reliable. The task force was
privy to this characterization through both our file review
and our September 2, 1976, conference with representatives
of the Bureau's Intelligence Division. For security
purposes the sources were not fully identified to the
task force. Therefore, the veracity of the sources and the
characterization are remamlng questions.

The advisor's relationship to King and the SCLC
is amply evidenced in the files and the task force
concludes that he was a most trusted advisor. The files
are replete with instances of h:.i.s counseling King and

his organization on matters pertaining to organization,
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- finance, political strategy and speech writing. Scme
examples follow:
‘ The advisor organized, in King's name, a fund
raising society (HQ 100-106670-47, 48). This organization
and the SCLC were in large measure financed by concerts
arranged by this person (HQ 100-106670-30). He also
lent counsel to King and the SCLC on the tax consequences
of charitable gifts. |
On political strategy, he suggested King make a
public statement calling for the appointment of a black
to the Supreme Court (HQ 100-106670-32, 33). This person
advised against accepting a movie offer from a wovie
! director and against approaching Attorney General Kermedy
on behalf of a labor leader (HQ 100-106670-24). In each
instance his advice was accepted.
King's speech before ‘the AFL-CIO National Convention
in December, 1961 was written by this advisor .(HQ 100-392452-
131). He also. prepared King's May 1962. speech before the
United Packing House Workers Convention (HQ 100-106670-119).
In 1965 he prepared responses to press-questions directed
to Dr. King from a Los Angeles radio station regarding
the Los Angeles racial riots and from the '"New York Times'"

regarding the Vietnam War.
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The relationship between King and his advisor.
as indicated, is clear to the task force. What is not
clear is whether this relationship ought to have been
considered either a possible national -security threat or
CPUSA directed. We conclude that justification may have
existed for the opening of King's security investigation
but, its protracted continuation was uhwarranted.

Our conclusion that the investigation's opening
may have been justified is primarily based on memoranda,
sunmarized below, written during the first six months of
1962. It is pointed out that in October, 1962 the Bureau
ordered the COMINFIL SCLC investigation (HQ 100-438794-9).

“ In January the Director wrote the Attorney General
‘and told him that one of King's advisors was a commmist.
At this time he also pointed out that the advisor wrote
King's Decembér, 1961 AFL~CIO speech and assisted King in
SCLC matters (HQ 100-392452-131).

In March the Attorney General was advised that a

March 3, 1962 issue of "'The Nation' magazine carried an
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article critical of the administration's handling of
civil rights. The article was ostensibly written by
Martin Luther King but in fact the true author was
another advisor characterized by the FBI as a ranking
menber of the Commmist Party (HQ 100-106670-30, 31).

In May the Attorney Genéral learned that the CPUSA
considered King and the SCLC its most important work because
the Kernedy Administration was politically dependent upon
King (HQ 100-106670-58).

Lastly, in June, 1962 the Attorney General became
aware that King's alleged Commmist advisor had recommended
the second ranking Commmist to be oné of King's principal
assistants (HQ 100-106670-79, 80). Later King accepted
the recommendation. \

The conclusion that the investigation's continuance
was unwarranted is based on the following task force finding:

The Bureau to date has no evidence whatsoever that
Dr. King was ever a counmistxbr affiliated with the CPUSA.
This was so stated to us by representatives of the Bureau's
Intelligence Division during our September 2, 1976 conference.
This admission is supported by our perusal of files, which
included inforﬁ'xants' nmxorénda and physical, microphone and
telephone surveillance memoranda, in which we found no such

indication concerning Dr. King.
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The Bureau provided us with no documentation
that the SCLC under Dr. King was anything other than a
legitimate organization devoted to the civil rights move-
ment. ‘

The Bureau files that we examined lacked eny infor-
mation that the alleged Commmists' advice was dictated by
the CPUSA or inimical to the interests of the United States.
Indeed, in early 1963 the Bureau learned through reliable
sources the principal advisor had disassociated himself
from the CPUSA. His reason was the CPUSA was not: suffi-
ciently involving itself in race relations and the civil
rights movement (HQ 100-392452-195).

3. King—Hpoyer Di;pute

The flames of Director Hoover's antipathy for
Dr. King were fanned into open hostility in late 1962 when
I?r. King criticized the Bureau's performance during an
investigation of a ra;:ial distml:bance in Albany, Georgia.
Efforts to interview King by the Bureau were not successful
(HQ 157-6-2-965) and the matter lay dormant for a time.

The controversy was publicly 'rekind}.ed in early 1964
when the Director testified before a House appropriations

subcommittee that he believed commmist influence existed
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in the Negro movement. King countered by accusing the
Directon of shetting ractsts and right wingers (Q 100-3
116-1291). During November of 1964, the Dixector told

a growp of Washington women reporters that King was ''the
most notorious liar in the country." A week later, Director
Hoover referred to '"sexual degenerates in pressure groups'
in a speech at Loyola University (HQ 162-7827-16).

Dr. King and his immediate staff requested a meeting
with Director Hoover to clear up the misunderstanding. The
meeting was held on Deceaber 1, 1964. Hoover claimed that
"he had taken the ball away from King at the begimming,"
explaining the Bureau's function and doing most of the
talking. On the other hand, King apologized for remarks
attributed to him-and praised the work of the Bureau. Thus,
an wneasy truce was momentarily reached. (HQ 100-106670-563,
607.)

However, the controversy flared again when a letter
was circulated by the Southern Christian Educational Fund
(SéEE‘) which referred to the criticism of Dr. King by the
Director and urged the recipients of the letter to write
or wire the President to re;rnve Hoover from office. In a
memo from Sullivan to Belmont on December 14, 1964, 'Sullivan
stated:
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‘m V*ew of this sicuation, r®ism
makes it ma.ndatory that we tgke evexy
prudent step that we can take to emexrge

completely victoriocusly in this confllct
We should not take any ineffective or

half-way measures, nor blind .curselves
. to the realities of the situation."”
(HQ 100-106670-627.)
We believe the persistent controversy between Dr.
King and Director Hoover was a major factor in the Bureau's
determination to discredit Dr. King and ultimately destroy
his leadership role in the civil rights movement,

4, Technical Surveillance

Our review of ¥BI files and interviews with Bureau
persommel substantially confirms with a few additions the
findings which have. already been reported by Mr. Muxphy
and the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence with respect
to the electronic surveillance of Dr. King and his associates.

We found that some microphone surveillances were
installed in New York City against Dr. King and his assoc¢iates
which have not thus far been xeported. These installations

were as follows:

Americana Hotel (HQ 100-106670-2224, 4048)
4/2-3/65 ( symbol)

6/3-3/65 ( symbol)

1/21-24/66 (o symbol)

Sheraton Atlantic (NY 100-136585 Sub-Files 7-8)
12/10-11/65 (symbol)

New York Hilton (NY 100-136585 Sub Files 11-12)
10/25-27/65 (symbol
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All of these installations with the exception of
the placement at the Americana Hotel in Jarmarj: 1966
appear to have been unproductive éither because Dr. King
did not reside at the hotél as plammed or the recordings
‘made did not pick up any significant information.

The installation by the New York Field Office at
the Americana Hotel on Jarmary 21, to 24, 1966, caused
some consternation within the FBI hierarchy and is
illustrative of how the Bureau apparatus couldson rare
occasion, continue- to functidn even contrary to the wishes
of the Director. 'The installation was made at the Americana
on January 21, 1966, pursuant to the request of SAC Rooney
in New York. Assistant Director William Sullivan authorized
the coverage. Bureau files indicate that Associate -
Director Clyde Tolson, upon being informed of the coverage,
wrote back on the same day in a rather perturbed fashion to
have the micrcphcne: removed “'at once." Tolson advised the
Director that 'no one here' approved the coverage and that
he had again instructed Sullivan to have no microphone
installations without the Director’s approval, Hoover
confirmed Tolson's directive. (HQ 100-106670-2224X).

No symbol number was ever atta‘q:hed to this coverage
as was the standard practice. This was apparently due to
the strong disapproval wvoiced by Headquarters. Yet, despite
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Hoover's orders, the coverage was maintained and a good
deal of intelligence on King's personal activities was
obtained and transcribed. These activ:'.Lties are ‘reflected
in a six page memorandum. (HQ 100-106670-4048.)

Irrespective of the level of Bureau approval
which was required for electronic surveillance installa-
tions during the King years, our review reinforced the
conclusions of the Senate Select Committee that the purposes
behind this intelligence gathering became twisted. Several
instances of Bureau correspondence are instructive. Section
Chief Baumgardner in recommending coverage of King in
Honolulu urged an exposure of King's "moral wéalmess"
so that he could be "for the security of the nation, com-
pletely discredited' (HQ 100-106670 June File, Memo Baumgardner
to Sullivan, January 28, 1964). In a similar mc-'mo from
Sullivan to Belmont recommending coverage in Milwaukee at
the Schroeder Hotel, the expressed purpose was to gather
information on "entertaimment" in which King might be engaging
similar to that "uncovered at the Willard Hotel' (HQ 100-
106670 June File, Mem6 Sullivan to Belmont, January 17, 1964).

Director Hoover, upon being informed of the results
of the surveillance, ordered that they all be immediately
transcribed despite Deloach's recommendation that the tran-
scribinig be done later (HQ 100-106670-1024). As each of the
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file reviews has shown, portions of smrgpries ofﬁ the
transcripts were widely disseminated among govermmental
officials. These disseminations included a rather
comﬁrehensive six volume transmittal by f:he Bureau in
June, 1968. This was at the apparent request of the
President through Special Counsel Larry Temple for all
information concerning Dr. King, including the instructions
and approval of former g.ttorney General Kennedy regarding
the electronic surveillance of King (Memo R, W. Smith to
"William Sullivan, June 2, 1968, referring to memo Deloach
to Tolson, May 24, 1968, setting forth the President's
request). Included with the tramscripts were several
summaries, previously disseminated, and several hundred
pages of Bureau commmications to the White House from

1962 to 1968 regarding King and his associates. The

purpose of the White House request was not stated, but it
was the most complete accumilation of transmitted informa-
tion on thé electronic smeiflance of King which we
encountered during our review of Bureau files. The task
force noted the timing of the alleged White House request

and subsequent transmittal particularly in light of
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Director Hoover's commmication to the White House on -
March 26, 1968 (included in the transmittal) which
advised that Robert Kemmedy had attempted to contactx
Dr. King before ammouncing his candidacy for the
Presidency (HQ 100-106670-3262).

The task force reviewed selected portions of all
of the transcripts in the King file as well as selected
portions of several tapes from which the transcripts
were obtained. An inventory of the tapes reviewed is
set forth below:

1) Washington, D.C., 1/5-6/64 (Willard Hotel,
15 reels) - Reel Nos. 1-6, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 14

2) Atlanta Tape (symbol) ‘(one reel)
3) Composite Tape 12/15/64
.Track No. 1 - Washington, D.C. recordings
(edited version of 15 reels)
Essentially, we reviewed the tapes by listening to the
begimming, middle, and end of each tape and compared it to
the corresponding tramscript. They were basically accurate
transcriptions in the sense that what was in the transcripts
was also on the tapes. However, some material on the tapes
was not put on the transcripts apparently because either

that portion of the recording was garbled or unclear or

it was considered unimportant.

-131-

Mﬁﬁ}ﬁﬂ Docld:32985802 Page 315




O - 0

Qur review of the composite tape, the Atlanta
tape and the ageénts handwritten notes included in the
box with the recordings from the Y-H:liard Hotgl gave an
additional indication of where the Bureau's interest
lay with respect to Dr. King. The composite tape contained
"highlights' of the fifteen reels of tape from the Willard
Hotel and appeared to consist of little more than episodes
of private conversations and activities which the Bureau
chose to extract from the original recordings. The
Atlanta tape was obtained from the telephone tap on the
King residence and consisted ~of;:severa}. of Dr. King's
conversations. leése included conversations of Dr. King
with his wife regarding his personal life and had nothing
to do with-his politica]ior ci:vii rights activities. The
handwritten notes from the original Willard tapes contained
notations-as to what point.in the tape a particular persqnal
activity or conversation took place. \

5. COINTELPRO Type and Other Tllegal Activities

The task force has documented an extensive program
within the FBI during the years 1964 to 1968 to discredit
Dr. King. Pursuant to a Bureau meeting on December 23, 1963
to plan a King strategy and the.Sullivan proposal in January,

1964 to promote a new black leader, the FBI accelerated its
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program of disseminating derogatory information, which
was heavily fraught with the Bureau's own characteriza-
tions of King, to various individuals and organizations
who were in critical positions vis-a-vis‘the civil rights
leader. Our review has essentially confirmed those already
performed by the Civil Rights Division and the Senate Select
‘Committee and we, therefore, do not dwell on those areas
which they have already covered. We did find, however,
additional proposed activities against Dr. King, some of
which were approved by the Director. They are instructive
not only in revealing the extent to which the Bureau was
willing to carry its efforts but also in showing the
atmosphere among some of the rank and file which this
program against King created.

In November, 1964, the Bureau discovered ‘that
Dr. King was desirous of meeting with high British officials
while in England during King's plammed trip to Europe.
Section Chief Baumgardner recommended a briéfing for the
purpose of informing British officials concerning King's
purported comumist affiliations and private life
CHQ 106~106670—522, 523). Within three days the briefings
had been completed (HQ 100-106670-525, 534, 535).
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One particular dissemination, the contents of which

was not reveéaled in the files, was apparently initiated

and carried.out personally by the Director. On.January 22,

1965, the-SAC in Atlanta advised Mr. Sullivan that,

pursuant to their electronic surveillance, -the Bureau

learned that King had phoned Ralph Abernathy and complained

that Hoover had had a meeting with a particular Atlanta
official while in Washington attending the. Inauguration.
According to King, when this official returned. to

Atlanta he contacted Dr. Kihg senior and passed on-a

""good deal” of information. Accordir;g to Sullivan's.

memo to Belmont, Dr. King, Jr. was very upset (HQ.100-
106670-768). The files did not reveal any formal proposal

for this. briefing but Sectfion Chief Baumgardner later specula{ted
. that the Atlanta official was Chief of Police.Jenkins

since’ the Director -had met with him on Jaruary 18, 1965

(HQ 100-106670-780). The files do not indicate whether

the Director suggested that the information. be passed on

to Dr. King's father. '

*
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In commection with the post-assassination
efforts to declaré a mational holiday in memory of
Dr. King the Senate Select Committee has outlined
in its report the attempts by the Bureau to preve:Et
such a declaration by briefing various members of
Congress on King's background (HQ' 100-106670-3586) .
We discovered that the Bureau also sent a monograph
on King to the President and the Attormey General
in 1969 for this same purpose (HQ 100-106670-3559).

The Bureau's efforts to discredit Dr. King's
movement also included attempts to damage the
reputation of King's family and friends. The Bureau
looked very closely -at Coretta King although a
security :'mvestigatiqn was never opened. This
included scrutinizing her travels in an att:lemp_t
to uncover -possible facts embarrassing to her.

These attempts also included a plan, proposed
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by Assistant to the Directox Deloach and approved
by Hoover to leak information to the press that Coretta
King and Ralph Abernathy were deliberately plotting to
keep the assassination in the news by claiming a conspiracy
existed in order to keep monetary contributions flowing
for their benefit (HQ 44-38861-5654).

Ralph Abernathy and Andrew Young also became Bureau
targets. Shortly after the assassination the field was
instructed to report any information on possible 'immoral
activities'" of King's two associates (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded
serial, Atlanta to Director, April 29, 1968). Presumably
there were COINTELPRO type ptrboses behind this request.

The Atlanta Field Office in attempting to demonstrate
the initiative and imagination demanded by Headquarters
;;roposed édditional measures against Ralph Abernathy. The
Bureau learned that after Dr. King's death, Rev. Abernathy
may have voiced some concern over possible assassination
attempts on-his own life. The Atlanta office proposed that.
the Bureau begin notifying Abernathy directly (instead of
only informing the police) of .all threats against him in
order to confuse and worry him (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded
serial, Atlanta to Director, March 28, 1969). This activity

"was not approved by Headquarters,
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Bureau files indicate that the FBI may have also
attempted to help the executive branch in its efforts
to deal with Abernathy after King's death. In a memo
to Associate Director Tolson, Director Hoover r,el:alted
a telephone conversation with former Vice i’resident
Agnew in which Mr. Agnew expressed concern over the
"inflanmatory' statements which Abernathy had made.

The Vice President was seeking information from Hoover
which could be useful in destroying the credibility of
Rev. Abernathy. Hoover agreed to the request (HQ 100-
106670-Unrecorded serié.l, Hoover to Tolson, May 18, 1970).
We did not find what information, if any, was forwarded
to the Vice President.

Finally, we discovered that a series of illegal
surreptitious entries was conducted by the FBI. Some
of these entries had as one purpose, among others, the
obtaining of information about Dr. King. The FBI in
the review of its indices was unable to locate records

of any entries onto the premises of Dr. King or the SCLC.
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The agents began to retrieve information about
Dr. King during these entries throughr the use of photo-
graphs. In one instance a supervisor in the appropriate
field office reques‘ted authority to conduct an entry
for the express purpose of obtaining information about
Dr. King. The proposed entry was approved at Head-
quarters pufsu.;.nt to a telepﬁone call by an Imspector
and was later conductéd. ‘

On four subsequent occasions the Bureau again
conducted entries and obtained information concerning
King and the SCLC. On one such o?casicn a specimen of
King's handwriting was obtained. The purpose of
gathering this piece of intelligence was not revealed.

Bureau policy at the time of these entries
reqm.red the approval of such field requests by
Director Hoover or Associate Director Tolson (Memo
Dir!ector', FBIL , to Attorney Ceneral, September 23, 1975).

We assume that such approval was granted. Handwritten
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notations on the field office memos. —in;h'.caté‘ that
the Bureau was advised of the entries in each case.

We also raisg the issue of.these illegal entries
because aside from being violative of Fourth Amendment
rights the entries ran the risk o6f inwvading a privileged
relationship.

We note in passing that the FBI continued to- -
émploy an informant in the SCLC despite the fact that
the ‘informant conceded to ageﬁts that ‘the informant had
embezzled some SCLC funds.. The Bureau voiced ‘'strong _
disapproval of these gqtivjities. Yet, no legal or
disciplinary action was ever taken with respect to
the.informant. (HQ 134-11126-56, 57)..

B. Critical Evaluation of the Security Tnvestigation

In the area of domestic intelligence the ‘mandate .

-of the FBI has been both broadly and wvaguely defined.

It is stated in the Code .of Federal iiegulatidns as:. follows:
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(The FBI shall:) carxy out the Presidential

directive of Septenker 6, 1939, as reaffirmed

by Presidential directives of January 8, 1943,

July 24, 1950 and Decexber 15, 1953, designating

the Federal Bureau of Investigation to take

charge of investigative work in matters relating

to espionage, sabotage, subversive activities,

and related matters (28 CFR 0.85 (d)).

Given this charter and the history of the sometimes
overpowering influence of the views of the late Director

. J. Edgar Hoover on his subordinates and on succesive

Attorneys General, it was understandable that a security
investigation should be initiated into the possible
influence of thé Cammmist Party, U.S.A., on Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Two of King's close advisors, at the
outset of the :'security matter, were reported to:be
Cammunist ‘Party members by sources relied upon by the
Bureau.

. The security investigation continued for almost
six years until Dr. King's death. It verified, in our
view, that.one alleged Camunist was .a very influential
-advisor to Dr. King (and hence the Southern Christian
ILeadership Conference) on the strategy and tactics of
King's leadership of the black civil rights movement of
the early and mid-sixties. Another had no such weight
although he seemed to be of use to King. But this

very lengthy investigative concentration on King and on
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the principal advisor established, in our opimion, |

that ‘he did not Asell" Dr. King any course of éonduct

or of advocacy which can be identified as commmist or
"Party line". King, himself never varied publicly or
privately from his commitment to non-violence and did

not advocate the overthrow of the goverrment of the
United States by violence or subversion. To the contrary,
he advocated an end to the discriminaticn and disenfran-
chisement of minority groups which the Constitution and
the courts denounced in terms as strong as his. We n
concluded that Dr. King was no threat to domestic security.

And the Bureau's continued intense surveillance
and investigation of the advisor clearly developed that
he had disassociated himself from the Commmist Party
in 1963 ‘because he felt it failed adequately to serve
the civil rights movement. Thﬁs the linch-pin of the
security investigation of Dr. King had pulied himself
out.

We think the security investigation which included

both physical and technical surveillance, should have been
terminated on the basis of what was learned in 1963.
That it was intensified and augmented by a COINTELPRO type
campaign against Dr. King was unwarranted; the COINTELPRO
type campaign, moreover, was ultra vires and very probably
in violation of 18 U.S.C. 241 (and 242), i.e. felonious.
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The contimuing security investigation reflects also
that the Attorney General and the Division charged with
responsibility'for internal security matters failed badly
in what should have been firm supervision of the FBI's

internal security activities.
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TV. RECOMENDATIONS

A. As To The Murder Investigation

The task force does not fault the tectmical
competence of the investigation conducted into the
death of Dr. King. We found no new evidence which
calls for action by State or Federal Authorities.
Our concern has developed ov'\er administrative
concomitants of the qrime detection tactics.

1. The progress of such sensitive cases
as the King murder investigation and the development
of legally sufficient évidence to sustain prosecution
are- properly the ultimate resporisibility of the Division
of the Department having supervision of the kind of
criminal prosecution involved. The Division head should
delineaté what progress reports hé wishes. Thé Bureau
should not be permitted to manipulate its submission of
reports to serve its purposes, such as the protection
of its public relation efforts, or the prevention of the
responsible Division of the Department from causing the
Bureau to pursue a line of inquiry which the Bureau does
not approve. The Attormey General and his Assistants are
the officers most accountable to the electorate and they,

not the police égency, must maintain effective supervision.
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2. As a corollary of our espousal of ‘tignter
Department authority over the FBI, we recommend that the
Bureau's public relations activities and press relations
be controlled by the.Attorney .General's Office of Public
Information. Clear directives to prevent the development
of personality cults around particular Bureau Directors
and officials should be drawn. Bureau press releases should
be cleared through the Office of Public Information.

3. The task force recommends that in semsitive
cases no criminal action be inst;ituted by the Bureau without
the closest coordination and consultation with the supervising
Division of the Department. This supervision by the Depart-

'mgnt should be as tight as the control and consultation the
Bureau-had with its Field Offices as exhibited in our review
of the asisassinattion investigation. ‘

4, It was observed that almost no blacks were in
the FBI special. ageng:i§ corgs in the 1960's and none in
the Bureau's hierarchy. This undoubtedly had the effect
of limiting not only the dutlook and understanding of the
problems of race relations, but also must have hindered the
ability of investigators to commmicate fully with blacks
during the murder investigation. By way of illustration
had there been black agents in the Memphis Field Office
participating fully in the investigation of Dr. King's

murder, it is umlikely that the interviews with
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at least three bla;:k members of the l%mphis Police and Fire
Department would have been oveérlooked. It is also very
probable that black citizen "lead" input would have been
greater.

B. As To The Security Investigation

The -task force was charged to address itself
particularly to the question of whether the nature of the
relationship betweep the Bureau and Dr. King called for
criminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or other
appropriate action. Our responses follow.

1. Because the five year statute of limitations
has long since run we cammot recommend criminal prosecution
of any Bureau persormel, past or present, responsible for
the possible criminal harrassment of Dr. King. (18 U.S.C.
3282). No evidence of a continuing conspiracy was found.

2. The responsibility for initiating and prolonging
the security investigation rested on the deceased Director
of the Bureau and his immediate lieutenants, some of whom
are also deceased and the remainder of whom a‘:ce retired.
They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action. The few
Bureau personnel who had anything to do with the King security
investigation and who are still in active service, dld not

make command decisions and merely followed orders. We do not
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think they are the proper subjects of any disqiplinary

" action. Some of the activities conducted, such as the
tecimical electronic surveillance, had the approval 9f

the then Attorney General. The Courts had not adequately
dealt with what authority rested in the execut&'.ve branch
to initiate such =sx.:a':wa:‘L].lam'je in tl;e interest of '‘national
security'. We do not think the "leg men' in 'the Bureau
should ‘be held to an undefined standard of behavior, much
less a standard not observed by the highest legal officer
of the governent. ' '

The Burean'$ COINTELPRO-type activities, ‘the illicit
dissemination of raw i:wes;tigative data to discredit
Dr. King, the efforts to intimidate him, to break up his
marriage, and the -explicit and implicit efforts to black-
mail him, were not filly knovn to'the Department, but were
none-the-less ordered and .directed by Director Hoover,
Assistant to the Director Deloach, Assistant Director
Sullivan and ‘the Section Chief under him.

In our view their subordinates were far removed
from decision responsibility. Moreover, we think the
subordinates clearly felt that, by reason. of Director
Hoover's ‘overpowering and intimidating domination of the
Bureau, they had mo choice but to ‘implement the Bureau's

directions. Punitive action against the very few
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remaining subordinate agents would seem to the task force
to be inappropriate in these circumstances and at this
very late date.

3. The Bureau's illicit surveillance produced -
tapes and &mscripts concerning King and many others.
These may be sought by King's heirs and representatives.’
Worse still, they may be sought by members of the public
at large under the Freedom of Information Act. We
recommend that these tapes and transcripts be sealed and
sent to the National Archives and that the Congress be
asked to pass 1egislatioﬁ denying any access to them
whatever and authorizing and directing their totai
destruction along with the destruction of material in
reports and memoranda derived from them.

4. The potential for abuse by the individual
occupying the 6ffice of Director of the FBI has beemn
amply demonstrated by our investigation. We think it is
a responsibility of the Department in the first instance
and, secondarily, of the Corigress to oversee the conduct
of the FBI (and the other police agencies of the govern-
ment). We endorse the establishment by the Attorney
General of the Office of Professional Responsibility on
December 9, 1975, as an effective means for intra-departmental

policing of the Bureau. We also think the permanent
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Senate Select Committee on Intelligence is an appro-
priate agency of the legislative arm to oversee the :
performance of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro-
fessional Responsibility and the Senate Select Committee
should be expressly designated in their respective
enabling regulations and resolutions to be a place to
-which Bureau suborc}i:na.tes may complain, confidentially
and with impunity, of orders.which they believe to
threaten a violation of the civil rights and liberg:zes

of citizens and inhabitants of the United States.

5. It seems to us. that t;he unauthorized malicious
dissemination of investigative data from FBI files should
be more than the presently prescribed misdemeanor (5 USC
552a(i)(1)). A felony penalty should be added.

Parenthetically, it .should be noted here that it

should be made clear that it is improper (but mot criminal)
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for the Bureau to by-pass the Attorney General and deal
directly with the White House.

6. The task force recamends that the FBI have no
authority to engage in COINTEIPRO type activities which
involve affirmative punitive action following Star

i Chambexr decisions with respect to citizens or inhabitants

‘ (See 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242). We believe that the guide-
lines which the present Attorney General has established
to govern the FBI's domestic security investigations
effectively preclude these activities. Those guidelines
moreover, appear to us to permit only strictly legal
investigative techniques to be employed in full scale
damestic security investigations. ' This toco we endorse.

The foregoing comprises our report and recommenda-
tions. It is respectfully submitted.

Luther King, Jr.
k Force

January 11, 1977
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HOME ATORESS Avlante f'nnr_{;ia -
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Form 388 ‘
TEZ CiITY OF MEMPHIS HCOSPITALS
AUTOPSY PROTOCOL
Autopsy No, A5 =252 - Service Mod. Ix. Hosoftal No,
Name Martin Luther King, Jr, » Age 89~ Race ' 20T0 Qe Male
T . y ‘Unhnov“-prrfxl-“t
Date of Admission nOA Date and Hour of Death 4~ 4-6$ P,
Date and Hour of Autopsy 4468 1(‘.:45’ M, , .
pathologist rrs,Shrunt and Francisco Assistant
;Checked by 4 , ) Date Completed 4=11=-68

T

FINAL PATEOLOGICAL DIAGNORIS

PRIMARY SRIES:

I, Distant gunshob ound to bnﬂy and face
&, Fracture of right nandible
B. lLaccraticn of vertebral artery, jugular vein and subclavian
.artery, rlbnt
Cv iracture of Sy l'lo (T“l C 7)
D. Laceration of spinal cerd (lower cervical, upper thoracic )
E. Subnucosal heforrhage, larynx
F., Intrapulmonary hematoma, apex riaht upper lobe

SECQONDARY SERIES:

1. Remote scars 2as described

2, Pleural adhesions

3, Fatty change liver, moderate
4, Arteriosclerosis, noderate
5. Venous cut- downs

G, Tracheostomy:

LABORATORY FIKDINGS:

Blood Alcohol =~ 0,01%

' o LA ‘ s
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71

74
74

74

19

60.

19

74
19

- 74
21

21
21
21

Section

JRMES' EARD RAY

Scme Known Expenditures: 2Aoril 23, 1967 — June 8;.1968

Seria

" 5246

5448
5413

5437X

2192

4692

2192
2068-

5402

2192,

5400

2324

628 -

2324 7
2324
2324

. MW 65360 Docld:329858802 Page 345

Ttem Amount
JAmount

Rent for onhe week at 2731 $13.61
N. Sheffield; Chicago .

1959 Chrysler; Chicago $200.00
"1962 Plymouth; East St. $209.50
Louis

Bourgarde Motel; Doxion, $17.28
Canada,

Rent for Apt. at Harkey, $150.0
Apts., 2585 Notre Dame Street,
Montreal at $75/x0; Montreal

Suit at English Scotch $75.06
Woolen Company; Montreal N
‘Book ordered from Futura $9.00
Books in Inglewood, Calif.;

Montreal

Correspondence course at $17.50

Iocksmithing Institute in

" New Jersey; Montreal

Grey Rocks Inn from 7/30 $195.15

to 8/5; Canada

Formula for making glass $1.00
purchase by money order to

'EOZO FOIlela;, f‘bntl.'eal

Granada Hotel; Bimingham $4.50

Rocm and board for ohe week  $22.50

- 1966 White Ford Mustang; $1,99;5.0-’J

Birmingham

. Room and board; Birmingham — $22.50
foom and board; Birmingham  $22.50

" pance lesscns; Bizingham $10.00

-156-

Date

4/30/67

6/ 5/67

7/14/67

7/17/67

7/19/67

7/21/67
7/24/67
7/28/67

8/5/67
8/9/61
8/26/67

8/26/67
8/30/67

97/2/67

$/9/67
9/12/67




21
21

18
55

75
75
75

69

69

69

52
52
52
52

52
52

Section

Serial

2324
2324
1135

2118
1422

5496

5496

5496

5150

5150

5150

668

668

4143

4143

4143

4143

4143
4143

MW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page-346

Item

Room and beaxd;, Biomingham

Room and board; Bimingham

O

Arcunt
$22.50
$22.50

Camera equigtent, Superior $337.24

Bulk Film Co.; Birmingham
Ream only; Bipmingham

.38 Caliber, Liberty
Chief Revolver

Hotel San Francisco -
10/10; Acapulco |

Pancho Villa - 10/15;
Guadalajara

Pancho Villa - 10/18;
Guadalajara

Hotel Rio at $4. SO/day-
10/19-11/6; Puerto
Vallarta

Elisa Arellano ‘to rent
apt.; Puerto Vallarta

Hotel Tropicana at $7.20
day - 11/7-11/13; Puerto
Vallarta

Rent at 1535 N. Se.rrano,_

Utilities at 1535 N.
Serrano; Ios Angeles

Appomment with Dr. Mark

. Freeman; Beverly Hills

Appointment with Dr. Mark
Freeman

Appomtr’ent with Dr. Mark
Freeman

Dance lessons ‘dt National
Dance Studio; Los Angeles

Appointment with Freeman

Dance lessons
~157-

$17.50

éss.oo

$6.00

$3.20

$3.20

$91920‘

$48.00

$43.20

$127..50

$10.00°

$25.00
$25.00
$25.00
$29.00

$25.00
$29.00

9/16/67
9/23/67
9/28/67
p
9/20/67
10/1/67

10/11/67

10/16/67

10/19/67

11/6/67

11/ /67

11/13/67

- 1)/18/67

131/20/67
11/27/67,

11/30/67
12/4/67
12/5/67

12/5/67
12/7/67

¥

LY




22
22

22

12
.22

12
12
22

22
12

| MW 65360 Docld:32989802 Page 347

4143
4143

745 .

2325
4143
5399

745
2325

2325
2325
2325
2325

1500
2325
1500

668
1500
1500
2325
2325
1428
1033

=1
{r
{l

Appointment with Fresman

Dance lessons

Dance lessons
Appointment with Freeman
Provincial Motel - 12/17-
12/19; New Orleans

Dance lessons

Locksmithing Institute;
Los Angeles

International School of
Bartending; Los Angeles

International School of
Bartending; Los Angeles

Rent at St. Francis Hotel;
Los Angeles

Frees Press of Ios Angeles
Iocksmithing Institute

C.M. Hedgpeth, mail forward~
ing service

Rent at St. Francis Hotel

Futura Books

Tiffany Enterprises

Locksmithing Institute
Iocksnith Ledger
Locksmithing Institute
RoamAwesk at 113 14th St.;
Atlanta

~153-

- .
AINCUTIC

$25.00
$29.00

$100.00
$25.00
. $24.00

$364.00
$15.00

$20.00
$105'. 00
$85.00

$4.25
$7.50
$3.00

$85.00
$6.44
$9.98
$7.50
"$5.25
$15.00

$10.00

12/11/67
12/32/67

12/14/67
12/14/67
12/19/67

12/21/67

"1/8/68
1/19/68
1/20/68
1/21/68

1/29/68
1/31/68
2/1/68

" 2/21/68

'2/26/68
2/26/68
2/26/68
2/26/68
3/8/68

3/24/68




:I
I3 .

5502
1428
5725

432

1033
630

327

46
4454

4454

Sexial

O

tem

| o]

Flamingo ¥otel 3/22;
Selma

Iocksmithing Institute;

‘Atlanta

Travelodge Motel;
Birmirgham

Purchase of rifle
Birmingham

Room in Atlanta

" Revall Drugstore; Whitehaven,

Tenn.

Roaming house on Main St.;
Mamphis

Binocculaxs; Mawphis

Rent/veek at-962 -Dundas St.;.
Toronto

Round trip airplane ticket;
Toronto ’

-159-
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O

Smouwmt

$8.00
$7.50
$8. 48

$248.59

$10.00
$1.83

$8.50

$41.55
$9.60

$345.00

Dat2

3/23/68
3/28/68
3/29/68 P
3/29/68

3/21/68
4/3/68

4/4/68

4/4/68
4/16/68

5/2/€8
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Krown Income:  anril 23, 1967 - SJune 2, 1363

Section Serial

68 5100 Payroll c¢hecks fram Indian Trail Restaurant
Winnetka, Illinois

May 7 $ 57.69
May 14 84.89
May 21 84.89
May 28 84.89
June 4 89.63
June 1l 89.63
June 18 95.19
June 25 77.53

$664.34

-160-
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|
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o 4. 10 -

’ . o A
" ', Q . ¢ . . . . ;'
7t cUUNITED STATES GOV ° "WIENT | ’ ~ %/

Memomndum. oo

so : MR, A, ROSENZ pate: May 22, 1961

/ : ¢ o, ‘&/ :.C. :;lhl:-\ —_
} - i * cle, Roem
| FROM @ MR . G, H. SCATI'EI\D:. ¥ (\t ' i . -

Inyrom o

SUBJECT: -

MARTIN LUTLER XKING. JR.:

- LY -
- .
- v <
. -, Mot et _\‘/"
_\l_/ -162- : //W/w’
w(.é..)-g- [ . . . . Q . -.\\-.‘ . ol [ i '
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Memoranduym to Mr. Roscn_(:>” - ,!:)-' ﬂ

- K
» . . .
. . L e - . N
H .
AL TN = N . . E
# - :
- " - 2 . .
W - .
* - -

Martin JTuther Xing, Jr.

i

-~ TS : N [
’ Reverend Martin Luther Xing, Jr., prominent integrationist
who led bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, and “sit-in demonsira-
tions," has been associated with National Association for the .
Advancement of Colored:People and Congress of Racial Equality. Xing
LLhas not been investigated by the #3I1. / ‘

T S VNS Sy gl ' :

TBureau ‘files meveal: King thanked Socialist Workers Party

(cited by Attorney General) Yfor support of bus boycott; attended
meetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subcommittee of Senate :
Judiciary Committee); and was honorary chairman ¢f Young Socialist «
League campaign on behalf of victims of racist terror, N

I

J— Y

>
.

o "King'in 1950's mentioned as potential victim of assassin-
ation plot and- ip 1957 attended Cowmmunist Party training _school.
,1ilscm1nar and reportedly gave closing specch,” King President of

L od -

. T -163- .
) © . ¢¢;<)'Q . . .
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EXHIBIT 8




.
I3

Memorandum to Mr. Rosen’ ' T " )

-

- .

Southern Christian Leadership Conference (to further Negro vote
registration) and advised "The Civil Rights law...is mcaningless
unless we. go out and make use of it.™ Xing thanked Benjamin
Davis, Jr., Communist Party official, for giving blood when he
vas in a hospital following assault. King in 1960 indicated his
support for Committee to Secure Justice for porton Sobell (ctid
by lHouse Committee on Un-American Activities (LCUA) as comaunist
front) and in 1961 wrote article in "The Nation® which called

for integration of FBI to help speed integration. King attended
meetings with integration leaders in Montgomery, Alabamd, 5-21-61,

——

-

.n

'

SR G 17 o

.-
ad Ad - ve g
ahanseadond DO PRSI
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UNITED STATES GCVERNME' °

. ) 4
Memorandum S ﬁL ‘

by - -

0
,{' Celoesls e

T0 - : é’? H. Belmont DATE: August 30, 1963 2:1;_:—-,.-’_“_
- < T
. . . "Trotter
FROM :  Mr, W, C. Sull;zﬁgﬁ Holnes oo
. . . /}/ 7 Gan;ly '
supject:  COMMUNIST PARTY, USA " '
" NEGRQ QULSL‘IO*{ -

Reference is made to.the enclosed material‘ on whicéh the
. Director has written: 'This memo reminds me vividly of those 1
received when Castro took over Cuba’! ‘Yon contended then that Casiro and
his cohorts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists, Time

. 'alone proved you wrong. I for one can't ignore the memos re King

et al as having only an 1n11n1te51ma1

effect on the efforts to exploit the American Negro by the Communists."
! The Director is correct. We were conpletely wrong about
belnevmnv the evidence was not sufficient to determine Some years ago
ithat Fidel ‘Castro was not a communist or under communist influence. Oa
ﬁnvestlgatlnv and writing about communism and the American Kegro, we .
-hac better remember this and profit by the lesson it should teach us. ~
f I do think that much of the difficulty ‘relating to the memoram
dum rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the
woxrd "influence,!" Ve do not have, and no Government agency Or privatie
.GTEIEIEation bms, any yardstick which can accurately measure 'influeance"

ﬁ this particular context, even when we know it does exist such as in

he case of the obv1ous 1nf1uence ‘of

.....

Yeadews,"” Personally, I believe in the 11ght of Klng s powerful
‘demagogic spcech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other
Negro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of
Negroes., We must mark him now, if we have not done so before, as the
nomj~ﬁan°9rou§_ﬁggro of the future in thls Nation froa_lhe s»andpo;w%'7

-------- e

i 3

; " On determining membership of Kegroes in the Commundxst Fadity,
We are. not confronted with the same problem. fe do have herc-accurate
yardsticks for establishing membership. Of c¢ourse, our standards are
very exacting. This means there are many Negroces who are fellow-
travellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly,
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The 01d
ccommunist pringfple still holds: "Communism must-be, built with non-

‘communist h@}fi'~ "' Therefore, it may Dbe unrealistic 4o limit ourscives as

[we have been {lo .ng_ to levalistlclproof or definitely conclusive -aidence
..--r""‘ |

Enclosu;% L e e S

=165~ i
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Memcrandum for Mr., Belmont

RE; COUMUNIST PARTY, USa
NEGRC QUESTION «
100-3~75

committees that the Communist Party, USA does*wield substantial

\ that would stand up in testimony in, court or before Congrcsslonal
STHIllence over Negroes which one day could become decisive.

,

The memorandum vhich the Director penetratively questioned,
while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did
“lsuffer from such limitations. .These limitations we will make every
effort to 1ift in the future. The great amount of attention this
"Division is giving to communist activities directed tOWard the Negs:o
should enable us to do this. .

-
-~

For example, here at the Seat of Government the Negro -~
communist question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor and
-during the past few weeks four meh have been so occupied., Additionally,
(1) specinlized instructions are regularly given the field on communist
infiltration of the Negro; (2) monographs have heen written on the

. subject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are memorands
and reports; (4) August 21, 1963 we devoted the entire Current Intelli~
gence Analysis to the comanlst plans for the Negro March of August 28,
1963, (149 copies of this-Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of
the Government¥ (5) much material on the issue is given to A@ﬂﬁ‘s at
In-Service; and (8) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this~DiVisiou
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro Mavrch
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of
communist influence on the Negro. .

- .
.

. As the memorandum pointed out, "this Nation is involved in a.
form of racial revolution and the-time } has .never_been so right for
exploitation of the Negroes by.. communlst _bropaga ndlsts." Nlneteen mill
Negroes constitute the greatest single racial target of the Communist
Party, USA, This is a sombre reality we must never lose sipght of. Ve

, Will do everything possible in the troublea ‘future to aevelop foxr the

;Director 2ll available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communis:
iParty, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence

;of communist organizations and offlcials over the lcaders and masses of

{ Negroes,

e ‘e

. We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to
what the Director has a right to expect from our analysis.,

RECOMMENDATION::

For the information of the D;gegﬁor.

- . -166-
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Memorandum | JiFa
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TO : Mr, W, C, Sullivén N baTE: September 16, 1863 [/ "yviiiT—
« 4 . ,.r./n\,-.‘:_ —
I e M . * T'm'l."’_"_.l{__ R
i E Tete. ftamm =
FROM : Ur, F, J. Baumgardner,, o ii—
1 : e

SUQMKHQ)CO“WU\IBT DPARTY, USA. . 5 P

NEGRO_QUESTICON

COMUUNIET. INFLUENCE IN RACTAL MATTERS
INTZRNAL SECURITY - COMGMUNIST

r— } * [ . C ems

Tbis memorandum recommends increased coverage of communist
influence on the leoro, Tha Nistory of the Communist party, USA T
TCBUSAY, I8 Tapicte with its attemnts_to exnloif, influence ard

Erecrvit the Kegro. ‘ine karch on Washlnvton 3.28-63, was a striking
Sramplc X o?“Shcﬁ“‘oﬂmun*st activity as Party leaders earlv put into

2\

‘-motlon e2forts to accrue gains for t:u CPUSA from tle Lmrch Yfell—~

decuniented information concerning the Party's influence on a priucipa
liarch leader, Reverend Martin Iuther King, Jr., is but an example.

The presence at the March of around 200 Party members, ranging fron
several pational anc“lonarles headed by{CPUSA General Secretary Gus
1211, to many rank-and-file members, is clear indication of the Party's
favorits target (the RNegro) today. et

N’

All indications are that the March was not the '"end of the
line" and that the Party will step up its efforts to explit racial
unrest and in every possible way clain credit for itself relating to
any “gains" achieved by the lhegro. A clear-cut indication of the
Party's designs is revealed in its plans to hold a highly secretive \\
leadership meceting in November, 1963, which will deal primarily Vltd
the Negro situation, This neeting is to be preceded by atiGus Hall7 1
"harpstorzing' trip through key areas of the country to neet Paziy
people and thus better prepare himsclf for the November meetlng‘

%

The entirce field is bcing alerted to this sxyuatloﬁ*in a -
proposed SAC Letter (attached). Tio fleld is being 1,dtructed to
intensify our coveragec of coxmunist influence on the hegro by giving
fullest consideration to the uue of 111 possible investi gwtxvo
techniques. In addition, the fleld is:baingistold to intenSify 1ts
coveraze of those cemzunist fronts 1hrou"h which the Party channcl
its influcnce and to intcensify 1{ iuvvsti~atlons of the many P°rty
members and dupcs who eRgagc in Letivities on belidlf of the Party
in the RKegro fiwld., Furiter, %e are siressing ‘the’ urgent neecd for
“dmaginative and amoreciive tastion o be ut:‘xzed through our Counter-
jpntelligence Presan-=thene Cendpied o dttempt to neutralize or
disrupt the “arty'ﬁ aciivities in the hemro ficld., Necessity for
prompt handling of 11 facets of this catter to insure timely dissemi-~

J

vt ——— o 4 o

nation to, the i)x.p:x eat and 9‘. fé:‘a‘&'xh'z‘e L‘?d“ﬁ"encieﬂ is-also being
emphasized. [ .0 . . b ] «‘:~;,V

Ll ‘ ‘_

100-3-115 1 . y, [ TrocT 16 081
THeosine (crus, Kezre fuprien) i .
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Hemerandum to Mr. Sullivan
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, UsSA

NEGRO QUESTION

COMMUNIST INFLULKCE IN RACIAL MATTERS
(100-2-216] "

[ » ”

The proposed SAC Letter redquires key security offices
~to submit to the Burean, within 30 days, an analysis of their
. .currﬂnt coverage of communist activities in the Wc"ro ficeld plus
.| details of their plans for intensification, Also, those 16
| offices participating in the Counter;nuelllgence Pro"rhm on a
regular basis are being required to include in their next monthly
letters due 10..15-63 thelr plans to neutralize or disrupt Party
activities. in the Nepgro field, . .

/
7

S

<

o o %3/(_“ ~

RDCO&H NDATION:

If approved, attached SAC Lettcr go forward apprising
the field as above and urging full implementation so that the
desired results may be achieved. Also attached for approval are-

-hecessary Manual changes. pt

h
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) ; MDMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR
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g While the atjached memorandum
! . bears the initials of Mr. Baungardner,
: " it was prepared from a rough- draft furnishad
to him by Mr. Sullivax. :
' It should be understocd that
Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belmont
, read the memorandun and agreed with it /
i i ission. ' -
. prior towl_ts submissiol ) Jig- % i =0 53
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To: lr. A H. Bolmoat  Date: Septomver 25, 1og i BT
i < . o ] bin eeed
From,‘\ Mr, W, C. Su,l;‘t,v 1 ) (' ¢ 1 My, Sulleis
o - My, S e
Re: COMEURIST PARTY, USA ;&:ﬁ;;fti
NEGRO QUESTION . L(/ Miss Jioi
COMlUNIST INFLUBNCE IN RACIAL MATTERS ° bliss Goudy..s
JINTELRAL SECURITY - C =

Predication: ) -

R

Reference is made to the enclosed memorandum datcd 8/16/6G3

‘and to ‘the attached proposed SAC Letter,

.
s
et

On returning from a few days leave I have been advised of
the Dirccter's continued dissatisfaction with the manner in whick -
we prepared a Brief on the above—captloned matter and subsequent.
memoranda on the same subject matter, This situation is very
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division _—
responsible for this area of work, and we certainly wart to de -
everything possible to correct our shortcomings. Ve absolutely will
not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have made or be
stiff-necked and unktending concerning our analysis of this matter.
The PDirector indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter i
until there was 2 clarification and a meeting of minds relative to
the question of tile extent of communist influence cover Megroes and
their leaders. 1In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely .
try to clarify a2 most regretable situation. It is prepared not on
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that

“this discussion need not be made a matter 6f official record..

(.

Conmon Agreement:

) - H -

<. : First, I am sure we all are in agreement.on the following
which was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief
attached: (1) for the past 44 years the Communist Party, USA, has
spent enormous sums of money and ceaseless efforts to influence
Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million
Regroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial
target of the Conmunlst Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Luther
King, . does have as an extremnlv inmportant
advisor - 1 (4)  we
are right now in this pation engaged in a form. of social’ revo1utlon
and the time has never been so right for exploitation of the

:“heﬂzoes by communist propagandistis; and (5).- the Communist Party
"could in the future make Drodlglous strides and great successes with

the American Negro to the serious detriment of our national security.
In addition to the above, the material furnished contained many pages
of specific examples of communist Eolicies. programg-and-xttivities

Enclosures ?uno.«f; 2-3-4 ..g &Rﬂl

-170-
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: COMMUNIST DARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION

COdMUNIbT INFLUEXCE IH TﬁCIAL YATTIRS .

showing communist involvement in Negro racial matters in thlu pation,
relative to which we can all agico.

-
e

EsSence of the Situation:

The essence of the situation scems to be this: Ve .
presented what facts there adre in our files in the Briel in question
and I know that the Director ccrtainly would not waat us to deo other
than this. «The position taken at the tiwme the: Brch was writton was
that, while there is communist influence being exerted on Negroes
and Negro leaders, it _has_not_ rcqched the point cf_centrol or

domlnatlon
in bh*a ma

This hxstorlc 115 has been. the positloﬁ of “£he Bureau
tuer in light of f;lp reviews going back ten to cwenty

-

years. Q,ancuw&u( é‘?»w o e Triwa \:J—ure\ ’1-9-'»'/#-/"‘:3:-
’ \-J ,\.—4.7"-‘ /\r"':‘".‘
The Historical Position: o &l

K...'—-—

For ezample, in a detailed dobugen» prepared on Comzunlsx
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find the statement. referring {0 "fhe
failure of the Communist Party to attract even a significant nunber
" of Negroes in the United States to its numbex.' -Anothér example ig
to be found in aa anﬁlysi in this same field prepared by the Burezu
‘in 1858 to the efifect that comnunlst cfforts have been "unsuccessful
on 2 state or national level" in infiltrating "legitirkate Negro-
fraternal, protest and ioprovement orbanizqtlons " although they nade
linited success in some "isolated chqpters." The Director's book,
Hasters of Deceit, published in 1958, states: "It became obv1ous
that.the Party, deqpxtc great efiozts had failed to win over even

a significant minority of Negroes, "
to The Commlttee on the Judiciary,

In 1960 the Director's statement
United States Senate,,géads:

Wt 1ic no e=cret that onc o4 .the by
communlotlc efforts in this Nation
our Negro citizens into the ‘Party."

-,

tierest disappoiiituendts 0f
has been their failure to lure
fn 1962 similax publlc statements

were made,

On page s

seven of the Bricf submitted to the Director

under the date of August 23,

1063, this historical position was

restated and it was said, "Onc -of the bittcrest disappointments of
the communists has been thcir single failure to Jure any significant
numbexr of ouxr Negro citi .¢ns into the Party," This statement was
sot forth again in, the cover memorandum ‘which the Director marked,

The point I wish to mako here iq this: The fact that this
has been our historical pogit*oa in ‘the Bureau for many years is no

‘Tenson to assume that it i the coryect position . at this time, as the
by 1amves and concéitions change aha, as

LFector has clearly explats
the cvidence mounts, naturally wo nced to change our position along
¥ith this evidence.

“d,

o -

L i

“e
S0 b o i .\-.
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; Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA ‘
NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

Inte“pret 1tion: .

o

As we know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful,
for they are somewhat like stones tossed in a heap as contrasted
to the sdme stones put in the form of a sound edifice. It is
{1 obvious to fiS now that we did not put the proper interpretation uwnon
}}the facts which we gave to the birector.

Martin Luther King:

¥e have been aware of the communist influence for nearly
two years on Martin Luther King, Jdr., head of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, and in the comprehensive memorandum entitled
© YCommunist Party, USA, hcgro Question,'" dated 8/23/63 we set out
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this
. country have had subversive corncctions "in their b“ckvroundq and
that Martin Luather King, Jr.. haz been decaling with

As previously
stated, we are in complete agreement with the Director that
communist influence is being exerted on Martin- Luther King, Jr.,
and that King is the strongest of the Negro leaders. As we have
{stated pefors N a memorandum, we Trogard Martinm Luther King to

be the most dangerous and effecctive Neygro leader in the countiry.

In addition, we know the Party is directln a najor effort towaxrd
,strengthenln« its position among the Nen:ocs inasmuch as we have
;inxormatlon the Party plans to intensify its effiorts to exploit

the racial situation for the purpose of gaining influence _among

the Negroes. T

R ° 1228 u ) ot . ‘:..:...:.. Y?‘.h" e . o e R
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Memorandum for Yy, Relmont
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNLIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

SAC Letter to the Field

I would like to set forth here briefly why I think that
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was. returned to us by the Director,
should be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this:
We necd to remew our efforts and keep the pressure on and_leave
.no_stone untufied to develop evezy qnd .all_facts. whlch exist
in this matter. Sone -of' these Facts may not yet ‘have been
Uheabthed by our field offices, and will not be unless we
follow up tnis matter evermore closely with them. Ly second
reason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent ‘is.related
to the present changing situation inthe ‘Communist Party -~ Negro-
.relations area. During the past two weeks .in .particular there
bave been sharp stepped=<up activities on the part of commuanist
-officials To iniiltrate and to domlnate Neg=o developments in
. this country. Further, they are. meeting with successes., This
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro march on.
Washington on August 28. communist off1c1als have been d01ng all
Nnos ewblo yos) edn101t the very trou b’nd *°c~°1 situation, .As'

*hﬂy ssid weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would be the
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to
penetrate and influence- Negroes and Negro l2aders. They are
now in full fo;ce actlng upon this intention of theirs .expressed
weeks ago. The field should be aléerted to this fact and given
instructions to investigate exhaustlvely new communist -~ Negro
activities, The SAC Letter in question will be a great help
toward this end, and it should result in our developing important
. facts relating to the current changes and pexrtinent activities
. going on during the past few weeks in this entire field,

Sukject of Deep Concern

May X repeat that.our failuré to measure up to what the
Director expected of us in the area of communist -~ Negro relations
\is a subject of yery, deep_ concexn to us in the Domestic Intelligence

Division, We are dlsturbed by this and ought to be, I want him

o ——— o
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont «
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA. - '
NEGRO QUESTION .

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTIRS

]

to know that we will do evexrythiny that is huwanly possible to
develop all facts nationwide relative to the communist penctration
and influence over Negro leaders and their orpganizations.

" RECOMMENDATIONS
(1) That the Director reconsider giving approval for sending
the cnclosed SAC Letter to the field.

‘ K

(2) In order that other agencies and preowinent government
officials will be aware of the determincd e¢fforts of tiie Conaunist
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Dircctor apprcoves we

will prepare a concise document setting forth clearly those atteepts
to penetrzte, influence, and contrnl the legro movement. Dy setting

these facts forth, succinctly and clearly, the veader caannst nelp
but be inpressed with the seriousness of tho comumunist activities.

M-

-5 - . - R,
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EXHIBIT 12
(Classified)
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MR. TOLSON:

:"The attached analysis of
Communism and the Negro lMovement is
highly explosive. It can be regarded’as
a personal attack on. Martin Lutheryking. -
There is no doubt it will have a Keavy
impact on the Attorney General and anyone
else to whom we disseminate it. It is
labeled TOP SECHET. However, -'even such a
high classification seems to be no bar
today to a leak, and should this leak out
it will add fuel to a matter which may
already be in the cards as a political
issue during the forthcoming Pre51dent1a1

Modiinany ot may v,

campalgn.
Tl mehivzantuuw makes wood readlnw and

lls based on information from reliable sources. /
!
}

expressing opinions and conclusions, parti-. ;
-cularly with reference to some of the / AR
statements about King. o . e
' e i s oudin. Y.
This memorandum may staxtle the. Attonﬁey . Lo
General, particularly in view i.hls past . :
' assoc:atlon with King, and the fact that we
are disseminating this outside the Department.
He may resent this. Nevertheless,: the
memorandum is a powerful warning. against
Communluttlnflueﬁce_ln the lMezro movenent,
W wiXl be carrying out our Tesponsibility
isseminating it to the peop%sfind;cated
in/the ‘attached memorandun )

nfl"/i 3 -2%101’17.

‘ /q‘ é'” .
?%?d Zi’ 3
O IR I 2 o

" !We may well be charged, however, with
\

g OCT 23 1963

———

Capmarmes
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Mr, Jaees Earl Ray

Post Office Box %3

Brughy Mountain Penitentiary
Pelros, Tennassae 37845

Daar Mr. Ray:

In May of 1976 the Attorney General of the United
States czeated a task force for the purpose of reviewing
the FRI'e investigation of the assassination of
Dr. Martin ILuther King, Jr.

The task force is now in the process of winding up
its ingquiry before submitting a final report to the
Attorney General. However, we feel that our irquiry will
not be corplete unless vwa give you an opportunity to state
your varticipation, ar lack of participation, in the
raxrder of Dr. King.

Aocordingly, we herely reguest, through your attorney,
James H. Iesar, Esquire, your coasent to an intervier by
remoers of the task force., If you should agree to talk
to us, our tie schedule reguires us to arrange for the
intexview to take place not later than December 31, 197¢.

Pleass let us know irmediately xmetlm you desire
to be interviews

Sincerely,

Fred G. Folacnm
Director
Maxtin Xather King, Jr., Task Force

cc: Janes l. lLesar, Esquire

-177-
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’ . Y ity - - -
R Brusly Mountsin '-,’i?emimtharg
e Hetros, Wermessee 37845

Kr, Janes H. Lesar , December 20, 1976
Attorney at Law

1231 fourth Street, S.W. g
WASho D. C.
re: Ray v. Tenn. cr, Indictment no. 16645;
Shelby county, Tcnnossee. (1963)
Dear Jinm:

In respect to your letter saying that a jJustice department attorney, ¥r.
James F, Walker, would like to interview me concerning the z2bove indict~
ment, X agree with your advice opposing the interview., It would appesar
that this would only be in the interest of the J.D. 2nd their book writiag
cnllaborators,e. 5., Gerold Franlt, Gaorge McMillian, st al.

If they had wanted to interview the defondant, under oath, justice had
anple epportunit¢y in the 1974 H.C, hearing in Eem?his, Tenneseee, throush
their surrogate, V. Henry Hadle; antd I understand no representative from
Justice appeared as a witnesz at thé hearibg.

At the present I believe the only body I should testify defore is a jury.

I understand you to séy Justice has not read any 6: the trs. of prior

hearings & suits. Thercéfore I'1l include 4in the cc copy of this letter

to justice a copy of a Complaint that spesks to the MLK jr. matter with

ettached Ex--~A, 2lthoe I doubt if Justice or their pub;iching assoclates

¥1ll be interested in thé Complaint contents. ’
. Sincerely: Janes e. Ray #65477

o P.0. Box--73
cc: Jameg F. VWalker, Esq. J.D.L//// Petros, Teun. 37345.

| %%
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(a) Jurisdiction of the parties in the hefein subject nmatter 1s Yased upon

>
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T atais

v . diversity of citizenship and the amount in recovery.
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. Plaintiff, acting pro se, 1s a citizen of the -State of Tennessee under Moper—
ation of -Law" in the subject matter; derendant TIMZ Inc. (here-in-after, TIME)
t ¥ ia a"citizen of the State of ilew York; defendant George Mcliillian (here-in-

aafter, Mcuillion).;s 2, citizen of the State of Massachusetts; defendant ¥,

- was

: Eenry Haile (here-iﬁ-after, Haile) is o citizen of the State of Tennessee‘
derendant Willian Brattord Hule (here-in-atter, Huie) *s a citizen of the |
State of Alabana; defendant Gerold Frank (here-iniafte:,,Frank) is a citizen
o? the State of New York; defendant Hon, Robert M. McRae (kere~-in~atter, &udge

..-n #-,m?.xgnae)~is a citizen of the State of Tegnesége; géfendantiﬁrenda Pellicci;tti

(here-in-after, Pellicciotti) is a citizen of the State of Tennessee. The

matter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of iht;rest and costs, the sun‘of

» ten thousand dollars. .

< . ’ L% ~
*

e (b) Jurisdiction founded in the "existence of a rederél grestion and the amount

.
by

-179- ' ’

in controversyz
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The action arises under the fifth, sixth, and fourteenth, amendments to
the Untied States constitution; U.S.C. Title 28 § 1331 (a), as here-in-
after mote fuily appearss The matter in cont;oversy exceeds, exclusive of

interest’ and costs, the sum of ten thousand dollars.

(c) Jurisdiction founded on the existance of a questioﬁ é}ising under parti~

<ot

cular statute: vy

. .' - -
1

The action arises under Act 42 U. S.C.A. § 1983; U S C. Title 28 § 1343 (#).

As here-in-after more fully appears.

TEIS IS AN ACTION IN LIBEL & CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.
GENERAL BACKGROUND:
N 2 .z

On April 4tn 1968, Rev. Martin Luther King jr., was shot . ~d killed:in,

. gemphig Tennessee; in May 1968 éha plaintif? was indicted by the Shelbdby
‘county grand jury (cr. indictment mo. 16645) for said shooting; on March
10th 1969.plalntiff, allegedly through coercion by his- attorney, Percy

Foreman & %he proseéution, entered a guilty plea to said cr. indictment; on
‘February 2ad 1974 the U.S. &h c;chuii:‘ ‘court of appeala' ordered an evident-
iar; hearing into the circumstan;es of said plea, Ray v. Rose 491 F2d 285

tc Y- 1974; on FTebruary, 27th. 1975 _afier heardng. sald--evidentiary proceedings-

_the U, S. District court for the J D. of Tennessee, Hon. Robert M, McRae, pre~

siding ruled azainstAplaintifr, Ray v. Rose, C-74-1663 on ¥ay 10th 1976 the
U.S. 6th circult court of appeals upheld Judge McRae's ruling in said Evi-

. dentlary hearing. Ray v. Rose, C-75-1795.

Plaintiff, JAMES E. RAY, sues

. * g
Deferndants, TIME INC.; GEORGE McMILLIAN; ¥. HENRY HAILE; WILLIAM BRATFORD

HUIE; GSZROLD FRANK; ROBERT M. McRAE; BREIDA PELLICCIOTTL, and alleges:

2. That while awaiting trial]in the aroredentioned crs indictment the plain~
tiff copiled down from recollection information he had gained in his 1967
associations, assoclations which lead to plaintiff being charged under

said indictnment.

3. That a brief summary of sald recollectlons and thelr subsequent disposi-

tion by plaintiff are as follows: 180
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(a) quring ome zecicf™ Wy rlaiatiff's sonfinexsnt ia 1963 Ouroce down
on a money recsipt i.;suod forth froa the Sheriff's office of the Shelby

county, Tennessee, jail information which plaintiff believed had a direct

N -

bearing on said cr. indictaent. See, Sx-—As
. . ST

(b) the information consisted 0f telephone numbers & one name & address° all

‘@

numbers were written down backwards,-including the address- .

(c) the two telephone numbers were listed next to the word nSister", the
first being listed in, Hew Orleans, Loui.siana; ‘the second being in, Baton

»

Rouge, Louisiana. .

-~

(d) the address is listed under the name, Vera C. Staples.

(e) the telephone number listed under the Baton Rouge address was furnished
to plaintiff!s attorney, Percy Forenan, who was representing plaintifr in
said cr. indictment. - ) )

. =" -

(£) the address was not investigated until pla‘intiff was incarcerated-upon
ple;\j.ng to said indictment; a compendium of the post trial investigation

would ;i_.gdic;;ite: the information cited akove was:given to a St. Louis, ‘Miss-

Q- -;uri, labor leader, and informed it pertained to the MLK jr. case, who épp—-‘

: - _ arently in turn furnished said information to a Nashville » ‘Te;znéss‘ee-, ex=-

; Attorney to investigate; said Attorney had sources in the~$tate‘of"i.oui;<;ian‘a
ixwe§tiga‘te the matter and thereafter said ‘Attorneéy reported: t’h‘e Baton-Rouge
Jisted number resident was under the influence of the Teamsters union; a{nd

- " the New Orleans listed number resident.was among other things am agent-of

. i a mideast-organization disturbed because .of Dr.. King's ‘reported forthcoming,

before his death, public suppbrt of the Palestine Arab cause. (References to

the address if asy was unclear.)

A =

4
ot # *
.

(2) lﬂ;e plaintiff had come.by said name & address shortly before crossing
the iv'order in November 1967 from Tijuana, Mekico, into ‘the Unmited States;
the name was Randolph Erwin Rosen, '1‘180, ‘N.W. River Drive, -Miamiy; Florida;
ather reference was pade to a LEAA; a check through the Miami directory in
1970 i:j;dicted no Rocen listed with the above first & second x;ane; in 1?73-
?4 a Chicago, Illinois, reporter was quired as to the nmame of a Rosen who
was an official in the ’ro;res.sive Latof Party, the reporter later responded
sald Rosen, or Rosens, activities were mainly in the New York, New York,

area; shortly *thereafter said reporter was §uhséantiateé by material plain-
it received indirectiy from the Hon. Richard Ichord a congressman frox

, Wtz =18lelr de 1 oesie .
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Missouri; t‘n‘attar an Attormey in Oklahoma City, Oklahcma, was furnished
the Rosen name and asked if he could find any information re the subject

in, New Orleans, and informed the subject :zighi: have a cr. record; the Atti-
orney'rep;rted back that the subject's last name most likely was, Rosehson,
and that he had a cr. conviction in MNew Orleans, Louisiana, federal court for '
a narcotics violation; thereafter a Tennessee licensed Attorney procured
the tr. of said conviction; subsequently another check was-ma_nde through the,

3_ Miami, telephdne directory which did iist a “Randy Rosemson" but with an

address discrepency.

3

4. That plaintiff intended the above information for exclusive use, after

a through investigation, in a jury trial under said cr. indiciment--rather

than for comwercialzing in the communicatiors industry--and in consequence

\_vithhelé. parts thereof from ylai.ntiff"s cre A'ttorneys, who were enmeshed

N wi.th defendant (novelist) William Bratford Huile in commercial publishing

: : ventures: lst) Attor:;ey Arthur Hanes sr., who immediately upon entering the
. " : sxixit contracted with d,efendant,,j&uie and an'd)‘ Attorney Percy Foreman, wiko while
not entering inte literary contracts with My, Huie until January 19691. two
months aftez Foreman*s entering the suit, Mr. Foreman did not question plain-

tiff about said information or ather aspects of the cr. indictment--because

of his (Foreman's) admitted trial preparation methods—until February 1969.-

- 5= That in Febraary 1969, after lserc:;; Foreman had entered into literary

L * contracts with defendant, H.ui_e:, plain*;ifr furnished Attorney Foreman with

" the above mentio.ned,. Baton Rouge, phone: number and asked him to investizate
in connection with the MLK jr. homicide. Shortly thereafter Mr. Foreman

- - replied in effect that if there were to be any telephone numbers refered

toi:in court he (Foreman) .would furnish. then through contacts ir interstate

gambling--Mr. Foreman mentioned a, Hr. Meyer Lansky, as his source.

* 6+ That subsequently, afte-r‘ t:‘n.e prosecution and Pércy Foreman had maneuvered
plaintifs int? entering a plea to said -%.ndictment,, the plaintiff on March
- . 11th 1969 was checked into the Tennessee State pénitentiary--Nashville
- * Branch--and therein all plaint:;.fz';; personal pz:ogerty including the paper
herein attached as BEX-A, and including incoming legal & personal letters
| i, pailed to sald prison, werse ccnﬁ:scated from ;;laintiff. Two or three days
_ilate:: after discussing briefly with Siate correctlons commissiorer, Harry

>  Avery, the letters including EX-A were returned to plaintiff by said, -182-
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comaissioner, Ka’:QAVery. {except for a thin line Efgng Some writinzs

the property seemed in order.

?4{ That prior to §laintifr'slt:anster to the aforementioned penltentiary,

v

COEmiesioner’Avery, the late Govermor of Tennessee, iHon. Buford Ellington,

and Governor Ellington's administrative assistant, Hr.~Wii11an L. Barry,

had decided and committed to writing (see, Avery testinmony in, ‘Ray vs. Russ~-
ell, U.S, Dis. Ct. M.D. Tn. Civ. Action no. 5590, 1970)Plaintiff's treat-
nent upon enteiing said penitentiary,ie, arbitrary lodging of Plaintiff in

solitary confinenent imnediately upon bis entering prisorn.
hY

8. That thereafter on (March 13, 1969) when plaintiff commenced petitioning
the trial court for.a new trial under said indictment, Commissioner Avery
attempted to persuade P;aintiff against seeking a trial under said-indictment

and after failing that informed Plaintiff that he would hever be releasted

. N “
" from solitary confinonment while he (Avery) was correctlons commissioner.

9. That in the succeeding yeérs until the present Plaintifg has ‘been arbi-
tra;i;ﬁ locked in.solitary confinenént/éeéregation for approximately five
years, during which time their has been several sulcides by prisoﬁers beca
ause of the harghzment-of the confinexent including two ia) who burned them~

selves to-death. :See, EX--B,

10, That after the aforementioned élea by Plaintiff the trial Judge, Hon.
Preston Battle, -departed from Memphis, Tennesses; for g’vacatioﬁ and while:
‘on sald vacation the th;n<eoiernor of Tennessee, Hon.‘Buford Eliingtoh,
upon learning of Plaintiff's effort to receive a jury trial under‘sgfd in-

dictmont, dispatched State.officials to located Judge Battle to offer hin

sthe next Appellate Judgship vacancy if the JudseAWOuld deny Plaintiff a

trial under the petition refered to in paragraph-8 above.

«

1. That on or about March 12th-196? ﬁpztggupgi;on ségregation building
Plaintiff was confronted through a'rué}?giTgigzial agent, Robert Jensen

of the Hemphis, Tennessee, federal bﬁggau of investagation office. The
thrust of “r. Jensen's conversation was seeking cooperation of Plaintiff

in furthereing the FBI investigation of séih c¢re indictment. Y%hen Plaintiff
refused the cooperation offer'Hr. Jemsen upon departing said Plaintiff could

expoct Plaintiff Brothers (Joan & Jerry Ray) to join him 4n prison, or words

" to that effect, thereafter: -183-
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(a) _‘ntirr's brother, Jerry Ray, was i.nidated to the extent
that he had to resign his job in tha Chicago, Illinois, area; sub-
sequently after forcing him froa his job the FBI attempted to frame
bim for numerous crimes. ' )

(S) Plaintifi's other brother, John Ray, was arrested by police
while driving his car in the St. Louls, Missruril, area and subsequent-
1y charged by the FBI for aiding and abetting a bank robbery. Tried
and convicted with a defendant whom the govermment alleged actually
robbed sald bank, John was given 18 years and the alleged robber 10
Yyears; upon appeal the alleged robbert!s conviction was reversed by the
8th U.S. circuit court of appeals because the fruits of an illegaly
search & selzure was used against him; however, the 8th circuit ruled
thar the fruits of the i1llegal search was not ground for reversing
John Ray's case becasue the alleged evidence (stolen money) was not
taken from him; upon re-trial the alleged robber was.acquited; sub-
sequently zrnother defendant in the robbery was charged and entered a
. . plea for three (3) years wkich was later reduced to elghteen months
¢ by the government. .. . '
-. - \ .'-
12. That in June 1959 Plaintiff filed a civil action in the United States
» “ - District court for the M.D. of Tennesses seeking to void contracts between
[, ’ plaintiff, the aforementioned Percy quemaﬁ, aﬁd de¥endant, Rule. In atte-
enpting to have said civil action (Complaint) dismissed, thus necessitat~
ing the refilinz by Plaintiff.in the W.D. of Tennessee, the defendants
Attorney the late, John J. Hooker sr., of the Davideon county Tennessee
_E bar, illegally procured Plaintiff's entire urison record, including -domicle-
.- i o informatihn, from the aforementloned corrections commissioner, Harry Avery,

SR ‘ and was thus able to have said Complaint dismissed in the M.D. of Tennessee

LRTT TN

and reflled in the W.D. (civil actlion no. C-59-199) before Judge McRas,

. because of sald domicle information.
i3. That thereafter in -civil actior no. C~69-199 one of Judge McRae's
initial rulingswas that sald action would be decided by deposition rather

than live testimony--subsequently the Judge dismissed the5sui%-on.motion -
af.the defendants. . . .

14, That following the United States Sixth circuit court of apveals ruling
on february 3rd1197h ordering an evidentiary hearing into the circumstanceé
0f Flaintiff's aforementioned guilty plea under soid indictment defendant,
Ju?ge McRge, agaln assumed Jur%sdiction to conduct said hearing (civil
o action no.C-74-166) and again ruled that the two principal witnesses, the
‘ , -184-
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aforezentioncq fercy roreman & cetesdant,auie, would not.have to undergo
live testizeny, on-z_denggégécns. The Judge accomplished this legal =aneu~
wer by puling cpe Plaintiff's subpoena powers were linited to a 100 mile
‘radius of Menphis, Tennessed, | B .

That Judge lcRae :further prejudicial & arbitrary actions % inactions
listed below effectively diminished the Plaintiff's right under the United

-

. States Supreme court mandate for.a full and qquitable evidentiary hearing:

(a) the courg'ruled'in effect b .. at'the:solicitation of the

State!s Attorney, defendant Heile—-who had complained to the court that

the press was urging the State to ask certain questions or Plaintiff--that

General Haile could inguire of Plaintiff's alleged information he (plaint-

1££) provide said Percy Foreman conrcerning others pessons allegedly culpa-
. { ble under said cr. indictment. Thereafter, althoe Plairytiff did refer to
ln{ormstion described above as beingngivepfto Mr. Foreman- by Plaintiff, and
within Epe confines of the above cou;t ruling, neither defendart, Hs;le,
or, Judée McRae questioned Plaintift 1p the  matter. i

. - " i
ot b » L N v & <

(b) Judse McRae in concert with defeucant Pellicclotti, has con-
sistently—-despite petitions rron Plaintiff's counsel, Jaues H. Lesar—-—
N declined to forward to the U.S. 6th circult court of appeals relevant &
necessary portions of. the transcript in said evidentiary hearing‘ specif~
y 1} ; ) 1ca11y, the definitive portions of said transcript evidencing, Percy Forenman,
. -arter\invatation, refused to offer live teSc*uony in saild evidentiary hear-
- . ing; and thus through their celeterious inactions in the tr. matter contri-

buted substantially to the 6th circuit-decision zgailnst Plaintiff therein.

w . ; : .
f' (c) Judge HcRao has ignored a petitlon to take perpevuating testi-
nony, filed after said evidentiary hearing, fron defendant, Huie. Mr. Hule

being a principal character therein.

15. That prior to said evidentiary hearing, Judge McRae, mislead or att-
empted to mislead Plaintiff's Tennesses cr. counsel as evidenced by a
saries of letters Plaintif} recelved from said Counsel (Mr. Robert I.
Livingston)‘implyang that during several escounters with Judge McRae he

: (Livingston) was lead to belisve the court was sympathetic to Plaintiff's

case and thus a vigorus §nesestat10n by Plointiffts counsel would not be

N 65360° Docid*$558585% Phieshaable. : -185-
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-20. That in 1975 defendant, Eaile, appeared with defendant, McMillian,

16. Thatgir have beea pudblicized allegationa that, Judsze McRae, is
aore concerned with the nelitical efrects or his decisions than the

law. See, EX-=C. i ’

17. That the clerk of the court defendant, Pellicciottl, wherein sald

.evidentiary hearing was conducted acted in concert!wi%ﬁ, Judge licRas,

in declining to prepare and forward tr. material, described in paragraph
14-b above, to the U.S, sixth circuit thus contributing substamtially
' to the sixth circuit denjirg ?laintif; relief under sald evidentiary

hearing. T -

)
.I

18+ That defendant, Haile, who was the State's chief counsel in the afore-
mentioned evidentiary hearing, but is now in private practice, has libel~
ed Plaintiff by aiding & abetting defeddant, McMillian, iz YcMillian's

preparing & authoring the aforenentioneg artilce for defendant, TIME.

iz

7 19 That defendant, JcMillian, inforned Plaintiff's brather, Jerxy Ray,

_of his (ﬁe%illian's) relationship with defendant, Hatle. i,  «reiie-

*a

at. the Tennessee State nenitentiary--dashville Branch-~wherein McMillian

requested warden, James H. Rose, a personal friend of ‘Halle, to contact

- Plaintiff and ask if he would consent to an interview by, McMillian,

Warden Rose did forward sald interv;ew request to Plaintiff which Plaintiff
declined and, thereafter, Halle & McMillian viewed the solitafy confinement

. building wherein Plaintiff was housed.

. 2%. That defendant, Haile, while asst. att. gen. for the State of Tenn-
Y essee several times rublicly criticised court decisions unfavorable to him

".in a manner cuggesting he was attempting to intimidgte Judges, acts for

which he subsequently was dismissed from the A.G.'s office by the Att~

orney General for the State of Tennessee.

; 22. That in the January 26, 1976, issue of TIMZ nagazine (EX--p) under

the title of "The Xing Assassination Revisited", defendant, McMillian,

anthofed a melicioua article subtitled "I'm gonna kill that nigger Kingh

and alleged said subtitle to -be a statement made by Plaintiff.
Said article is littered with deliberate rabricationa, and while of g
hollywoodish charagter they are delivered wlith aalice intent, begining -186~

wd & s a4 .
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* gaid article are: . - v -

o~

Fartin Luther Xing. p. 18. o -

",eeIn 1963 and,0 lartiz Luther Xing was on IV al:O everyday, talking
defiantly about how ‘Black peorle were going to gst thelr rights...Ray
vatched it all avidly on the cell-block TV, at.Jeff City, He reacted as
if-K%Pg's remarks wer; directed at him personally. He toiled when King
came on the tube. He began to call him Martin 'Lucifer' King and Martin
Luther 'coos'. It got so that the very sight of King would galvanize

Ray ". p. 18 said article, '

- ' B

e
a

w

The facts are that their were no TV sets in the cellblocks or, cells,

during Plaintiff's entire sojourn in the Missouri State penitentiary at,
Jefferson City; and, that defendant McMilldan is cognizant of this fact
through conversations with Missouri corrections officials whom he has

contacted for information numerous times. See, EX--£.

23. That several othcr deliberate fabrications with malicious intent in

»e "

.
- »
v
.

‘ . N % ook
© (a) "Ray and (bis fellow convict Raymond) Curtis would set around,
often high on speed..." Speed being a form'of narcotic. p. 18.

w
¥ < \

(b) "On April 24, 1967, just-one day after Ray.escaped from the
prison at Jefferson City, he nmet his -Brothers-Jack and Jerry in Chicago’'s
Atlantic Hotel..." Allegedly, say's McMillian, discussing the murder of

" . &~

¢ (c) that MéMillian alleged Plaintiff's. Brothers, John & Jerry Ray,

_had, from conversitions with Plaintiff, knowledge before the fact of the

MLK Jr. murder. PP, 18 & 23, >

24, That the State of Missouri's department of corrections conmissioner,

Hr, George M. Canmp, aileges in etre;t that defendant McMillian is a fraud

‘in connection with McMillian's aforementioned allegations concerning Plain-

tiff's conduct while in said Missourl penitentiary. See, EX--E.

»

a3, Thét‘the Migsouri prisoner defendant McMillian principailerelies on
to substantiate his allegations, allegations that Plaintiff not only
ploted the murder of LXK Yr. but was also a narcotic Qddict, naxrcotic
peddler, ect. ects, is reveled to be one, Raymond Curtis.

Sgid, Raymond Curtis, attexpted.onced to converse with Plaintiff while in

sald penfitentiary, thersafter he (Curtis) ‘voluntarily "checked into®

gegregation, after being exposed as a proffessional informer, and thus

-

-187-
P. 9
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was thereafter limited in his prison association to his ocwn type.

26.. That shortly after Plaintiff's arest in 1968 to anser for said cr.
indictuent deiéndaixt ¥cMillian stated at a news conference that since he
(McMillian) knew Plaintirs waa guilty of the incL'Lctnent charge he (McMill-
ian) would not have to investigate the case. Thus :Lt follows a fortlori
that McMillian has relied on the work product of other novelist to sudb-
stantiate sizea‘bl'e portions of his allegations in said TIME ar.tucle.

h 4

27.. That defendant McMillian has posted Plaintiff numerocus l'etters, first

. A
threatening, then cajoling, in seeking interviews for use in said article
and his alleged forthcoming book re Plaintiff.

28... That defendant TIME magazine has a vested (financlal) interest in
publz.!.shing. galid artilce by McHiliian——tl;us in promoting Mciilliants forth-
coming book re Plaintiff-- in that Hcltillian's publisher, Little Brown,
is a subsidary of TIME inc. '

, ) v
29. That defendat TIME deceived their own agent (Richard C. Hoodbury) in

their Chicago, Illinols, o...fice into th"nking TI‘(F‘ would run an objoctive

story re the matter. See, BX--F.

4

’ 30. That defendan """:XE was consclously endeavoring to influence the

'Uiited ‘States s:!.xth Circui’c court of appeals :!.n, ‘Ray V. Rose; nos ?3—-

1543, which just a few days subsequent to said article heard aggunents
in the ab;ave Ray V. Rose suit to determine vwhether to order Plaintiff a
new trial under said c¥. indictment.

31, .That TIME inc. has a history of comspiring to subvert the juddecial

~ and political processes by publishing, timely, melicious artlcles nrior

to judicial decisions or election of public oi:ficials._

32, That because defendant, TIME, has made a fresh investigation )p. 17

"said article) into the "case''-~their initial investigation evidently

being perdormed by Time inc. LIFE magazine in 1968-~TIME is cognizant
that a substantial portion of said article is false & malicious,

33. That substantial portions of sald artilce by HMcMillian were supplied
to Mr, McMillian by defendants, Frank & Huie--Defendant, Hule, published
a novel ra Plaintiff in 1970 titled "He Slew the Dreamer®; defendent, -188-
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34. That tho false algs:itions in said article: "that maig“;f comaitted
a holdup in London, Ingland, and that George C. Wallace would pardon
plainﬁ}fr; PP 17.& 23'fespectively, were s&pplied to defendant Mc¥illian
by defendant Hule as evidenced by statements made directly to Plaintiff
by the above mentioned Percy Foreman (quoating Hule to‘g}aintigr) slong
with oral & writton declarations by Defendat, Hule. See, .l '.=-l.

0
> - ue

35. That defendarnt Huie in his ongoing nedia canpalign against Plaintifr
S libeled Plaintiff in a CBS-TV interview hosted by, Dan Rather, on or
about January 2, 1976, by galéely allezing in effect that Plaintiff had
Yo

nurdered MLX Jr. and, robbed a loan coapany in London, England.

-

36, That the false allegatioms in refeienée to Adolph Eitler (p. 23 satd
article) was supplied to detendant.%cMillian by Dofendant, Frzil:, as’‘ev—
* ddenced by statements made d*rectly to plaintift by Plaintiff's former

»

“ =Attorney (who was interviewed axtensively by derendant, Frank) Robart Hill, -

‘w'-

v &

of the Chattanooga Tennessae bar.

v
K -

- 3%+ That defendant Huie has a histor&, for commercial reasons, of
conténtiousness with said, Gov. Viallace. .

38 That defendant “rank haa a history o2 derending Zionism even when
_'it 1ncludes murder, eg, seo Frank’u novel, publisher in 1963, titled
tt WIHE DEED", and Af allegations in count 2=t abova are substantiated in
court proceeding Hr, Frank's intrusion into gaid cre 1n§1ctnept as &4

Government advocate 45 readily explicable. .

“ -

.39. That an article in the BILALIAN NEWS puﬁlished March 12, 19?5‘ Page 15,
'penultimate paragranh, reported MEK Jr. was shifting his volitical alli-
smances...Dr. King was shiftinu his political allinaces and civil rights

o approach. To support this view observers point to Dr. King's views on

the Viet Nam war and hiéfgro%ing support of the labor movement. Dr. King

. was also coming under the influence of the Teaching of the Honorable.

Master Elijah Muhanmad..." .

40, That Plaintiff f£iled a 1ibel suit in the United States Dis. Ct. for
the W.D, of Tennesses titled Ray v. Frank, Civil Action no. c~73-126,

gainst herein defendant, °rank, in 1973, and had process served uron

hix through his,publisher, Doubleday company. Mr. Frank was subsequently .

x -189+
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o o

releived by the Court as a defendant in said suit by falsely alleging .

£ See! EX—~B. p. 1) a process deficiency; ¥r Frank!s in effect falsely

. alleged that he & Doubleday Company's affiliation was formal & transitory.

v

41.. That the record will confirm that not_ome of the Plaintiff's accusers
in the comaunication ircustry have ever offered live testimony in a court
of law but on the coatrary, they have utillzed numerous ru;ea to avoid
process and the subpoena while the record will evidence Plaintirf'has not
only given live Eestimony (in the aforementioned evidentiary hearing) bdut
prior to the plea in said cr. indictment was in contention with his cr.
counsel in their insistence--in collusion with defendant, Hule--that plaint-

1££ not be a defense wltness therein.

Uoreover, nothing o substance 1nd1cates that the legal systen-

influencial publishing companies combine are not acting ir concert to assu-

re. tnat their shall never be a. (jury) trial Tor Plaintiff criminal or

"civiI that's related to said indictment...apparently because it would not

" be a "show trial",i.e., the Government could not sustain it's heretofore

media case.

»
l.'_ 4

H . -
: & i
e (d N e

And 4t would appear that a cr. defendant without the econoaoic
or political influence to effectively contest the above situation is not

" only subject to the denial of due process dbut can also expect his family

members to be jailed and framed for criminz) offences while the same pub-
lishing industries, sg, defendant, TIME, complain self-righteously about

some distant country's coréctions or legal systenm. --

Further, it seem's that, by chancd, the sams media-political
combine that coalesced in the Vatergate *nveetigation-nrosecution and
demanded full disclosure are out-of the same sack as thoes who nrosecuted

Plaintiff under said cr. indictmenf and who are now opposed to digclosures. j

IR SUMMARY: the above mentioned Percy Foreman has heretofore,

since he & the Govermment usansuvered Pl;intiff into saild indictment plea,

* been glving a running commentary in the medla on how he (Foreman) accom-

plished the feat. How he has published analogously the evilogue to the

feat in the STAR magaaine wherein he nronounces‘
. =190-
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“.‘..wit}Os publicity, appellate courts: ue*gﬁcta’nt to
‘reverss becaussc it would bring down a heap of criticisa from
the public who are mot Zanillar with the rule axnd regulation
, of lew..,tc find a Judge or a group of Judges with ehought
co'urage*would o exper:*l.ence, bte unexpected”, See, EX--H.

+
- .

-
2

42, That the defendants, TINE inc., George McMiilian, W, Henry dalle,
William Era}:ford !iuie, and Gerold Frank are gulltly of the violatlon

as follows: : =~ .

* £
- . . .

‘ (a) of libeling plaintiff in said TIME article with malicios intent.

-

43. That the defendants, TIME inc., George Mckillian, W. Henry Halle,
are gullty of the violation as -follows: *

. ) {a) of acting in collusjzon, by the nature of said article and it's
. -+ publishing date, to influence the U.S. 6th circuit court of appeals im,
] Ray V. Rose, tlo. 731543, adversoly to herein Plaintifs, thus obstructing
)justice and violatiug plaintifits civil rig};xts.

¢ S
.~
}‘ 3

. %-Th”a§ defendant {c\.illian,is in addition guilty of the viclation

»

= » !.. -
as follows: ‘ - s
. . . - e - - « .

(&) of receving & publishing mazlicious marerial from defendants,
Hule & Frank, with a reckless disregard for the truth or falsity of said
o material thus compounding dc:«iilliq.n's 1ibel.

. - {....-’: < . N

.1 . #5~ That defeudant, Euie, is in addition guilty of the violation as follows:

<

P

Y < - “ (a) of libeling with malicious inteny by falsely .charging on a
. *CBS~TV special dated Janwary 3, 1976, and hosted by Dan Rather, that ¥laint-

117 had in effect murdered, Rev. Martin Luther Xing Jr., and, robbded a

»

P

e sty

loan company in, London, Ergland. . ) N

4§v That defendant, Haile, is guilty of the additional violationfas“follows:

~

{a) of violating Plaintiff's civil rights with malicious intent
by alding & abvetting defendant, Hc?&i}.lian, in his (KCmillian' s) publisking
sald article, through furnishing Melillian information - from the files of
S g the Teunessee Attorney General's office witile he (Halle) was asst. Att. Gen.

£
.

(b) of having direct knowledge ,resui.ting from his ‘tenure in the
Tennessee A.G. 0ffice and his assoclation with the aforementloned, Percy
Foreman & William L. Barry, of the truttulness of allegation made in count-3
herein above, thus violating Flaintiff's civil rights., :

Do - ' -191-
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7. That degdants, Judge McRae & Brenda ?en!cciotti, are guilty o?f
the civil rights violation as follows:

-

(2) of deliberately withholding relevant portions of Plaintiff's
transcript from an apoellate court, refered to in count-14 b above, and
thus contributed substantially to that court--U.S.’6th circuit court of
appeals—-sustaining Judge cRae'!s earlierurul%ng therein agsinst Plaintiff.

48, That defendant Judge McRae, 1s in addition gukXlty of the civil right's
vlolation as follows:

- - - b}

{a) of refusing to act on a motion to take pervetuating testi-
nony from defendant, Eule, in the aforenentioned evidentiary hearing, re-
fered to in count~14 ¢ above,

. 49., That the Plaintiff is entltled to exemplary damages because defendants,
" - excluding Judge McRae & Pellicciotti, should be taught that the culpabil~
ity of defendants in cr. indictments were intended under the United States

. ; constltution to be declded 1n courts of law rather than through fraudulent

¢ two defendants that legal requirements prece&a political considerations

' or blasness ag;inst a particular litigant.

éQu That as'a ;;sult of the éefendants actions cited herein the Plaintiff
- . ‘ has not only been 1igeled- in a maligant fashion but thoes who have the

. responsibility of upholding litigants constitutional riuhts have by their
collusive acts indirectly contributed to and encouraged the libel.

] WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment from defendants, ex~
i%ludidg Judge McRae, ﬁhnitive damages of Five hundred thousand dollars

respectively.

. _ : '_ - - James E. Ray
R . T . Station--A

niarepresentétions in the commercial communications industry; and the cther

! S . - Nashville, Tennessee.
- o : - Plaintifs /\/14//59@
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o State of Tennessee } ..
1 SHELBY COUNTY
] ¢ 1 - N - * .
| s 1, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, do hereby certify that the fore-
- going. (5) FIVE Pages contain a full, true and perfect copy of the
. PETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR ACCEPTANCE OF PLEA OF GUELTY AND
3 ORDER AUTHORIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEPTING PLEA OF GUILTY AND

VOIR DIRE OF DEEENDANT ON WAIVER AND ORDER - OF JAMES EARL .RAY - BOCKET NUMVER B-16645

as the same appears of record now on file in my office.

: * In Testimony Wherecof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed: the seal

.. , of said Court, at office, in the City of Memphis,
) this__ 16 4oy of AUG. 1976
;; l\” . /S/ J.A.BL‘\CKWELL Clerk
) Y | " By.. ALAE . C.
E |
: "_ State of Tennessee IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENN.
| T 'SHELBY COUNTY | Memphis, Tenn.....AUG.. 16,1976 .19
‘ . l oy ",
‘ ;i L 1,_WILLTAM H. WILLIAMS ~—, sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court of said
% ; - County Division..3.___, certify that J. A.. BLACKWELL, who gave the foregoing certificate, is.now, and
j A ' 1 - « "
;i - was at the time of signing the same, Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a Court of Record, and that
. ; i" his attestation is in due form, and his official acts, as such, are entitled to full faith and credit.
‘ ) ‘aj © " Witness my band, 19.76
: l"a Ao m......fudgg.,
' d0 - .
i State of Tennessee
: SHELBY COUNTY
: .7‘-“ 4 i . i
. : 1, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, certify that HON.
s . WILLIAA\J_.H WI“LLIAMS , whose genuine official signature appears to the above
M [ - -

and heteto annexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, sole and presiding Judge of the

-,
PR

o Cnmmal Court Division.3 - __, in and for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned and quali-

fied, and that all his official acts, as such, are entiled to full faith and credit.

¥
'1
I AR S
.

In Testimony Whereof 1 havé hereunto set my hend and affixed the seal

-

of said Court, at office, in the City of Memphis,

)

|

| _ |

;j .- . . . . thil_!‘..@.——day of AUG' 1q76
41 . _'.."," R :}- -.4- .:'-_- - FEIN . »
- ’f - e - ,-*r. "y . . B l N .
: : | : Bs. (T e D. C.
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IN T IANAL COUAT OF SHELIY COUNTY, TEnl™ Y
g DIYISIOJ 113
. STATE OF TENNESSED . ) . v
¥s, . ’ N0, 16645
J " JAMES EARL RAY ) '
" DEFENOANT . o
PETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR. . )
S ) ACCEI’.{'M{C:. oF PL‘BA OF GUILTY ‘ . v
. Thnt ny true full neme is JAMES EARL RAY and I ossert thot
° . 211 proceedings cgainst ne .should be had in the nome which I hereby declare to be oy
truc nones.
g My attorney in the ceuse is PERCY FOREMAN ’ who vas se- -
" lected and retsined by me,/who was appointed by the Court xkxwxxgqest, to represent’
me in this cause. and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defender,

. T have received a copy of the indictment tefore being celled upoa to plead,
and I have reed snd discussed it with my attorney, snd believe snd feel that I under-
stend the sccusation mede agoinst me in this case and in each case listed herein. I
hereby waive the formal reading of the indictment, .
S I have told ny attorney the facts and surrcunding circumstences ss known
) {. %o me concerning the motters mentioned in the indictments, .and believe and feel that

ry abtorney is fully informed as to a}.l such matters. My osttorney has informed ne
, at to the nature and csuse of each.accusstion sgeinst me, snd as to mny end all
i . possible defenses I might have in this cause,

L, ¥y sttorney has advised me &8s to the punishzent provided by law for the
< * effenses charged and embracéd in the indictment sgainst me. My attorney has further

'~ advised that punishment which the law provides for the crime with which I sa cnarbed
in the indiciment is as follows:

2 daa*h hy electrogution or confinemeni in the State Penitentiary for

[ - %

1ife or for some period of time over twenty (20) years

and if sccepted by the Court snd Jury my sentence on s plea of guilty will be:

: ( _confinement in the State Penitentiary for ninety-nine years {99).

» * ., ~

Y It has bzen fully explained to me and I understand that I may, 4f I so choose,

* plead “"Mot Guilty" to any offense charged sgainst me, and that if Y choose to plesd "liot

Cuilty" the Constitution gusrantees and this Court will provide me the right to a speedy

t. ond public trial by jury; the right to see end hear 8ll witnesses.against ne; the right
to use the power ond process of the Court to compzll the production of any evmence,

» { 4ncluding the stténdance of eny witness, in my favor; and the right to have the sssis-

i taonce of f'oun.»el in ny defense ot 211 stsges of the proceedings.,

H In the exercise of my own free will and choice and without any threats or
peessure of any kind or promises of gain or favor from sny source whstsoever, and being

e e, TS 330 ravave of the action I am taking, I do hercby in open Court request the Court to

21 7 hcceptiy plca ¢f guilty to the charges outlined herein. I hercby walve.any right I

* moy or could have to a Motion for a New Trial, ond/Zz an asppesl.
xa . N i .. i- I {’A)ﬁ 'Qr\
- Delendan:

.

3'( ’ -195-
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of the indictment, AND:

’r THC CATMINAL COURT OF IHSLEY ceaa:";z.::sz:
o i

DI"JIBIVJ I I I

STATE OF TEMMESSEE. ST

vs " NO._16645

JAMES_EARL _RAY

DEFENDANT . ‘ : -

ORDER }U"}‘ORIZIIxG "’I‘\”‘R 07 TRIAL AND ACCEFTING
PL..:\ 'OF GUILTY. 2

This cause cape on for hesring before the Homorsble .

PRESTON BATTLE » Judge of Division III _ , of the

Criminal Court of Sheldby County, Tepnesses, on the petition of the

defendant, JAMES EARL RAY - 4 for Wa:}:'vcr ‘of t‘zjia;L by Jury and
request for scceptunce of a plea of guilty, said petihidn‘being attachzd
hereto and incorporsted by reference herein; upon statements made in
the District Attorney General,

open Court by the de;e-zdsnt herein, his attorneysof record; /the Assistant
AttorneysGeneral representin;, thc State of Tennessce; and from questioning
by the Court of defendent and his counsel in open Court; and

IT APPEARING TO THE CCURT gi:ter careful considerstion that the
delendant "x°rein has becn fuily- edvised and understands: his rlght to 7
trial by Jury on the merits of the indictment sgainst him, an:l thot tr...
defendant herain dees not elect to have & Jury deten:ﬁ.ne his guilt or

‘innocence 'under @ ploa of Not Guilty; #dd has weived the forzsl recding

IT FURTHER APFRARDNG TO THE CCURT that the defendasnt intﬂlligcnul,f
and understendingly waives his right to a triel and of his ovm f.':ee will a*xd
choice and without any threats ox pressure of sny kind or prom;se; ) other
that the recommendation of the State a5 to punish. ent; and does déesire to
‘enter .2 plea of guilty and accept the recommen:\ation of the Staté as to
punishment, waives his -right to 2 Motion for a MNew Trisi and/or sn appecl, -

) | IT IS THEREFCRE, ORDERED, ADJUCGED AND DECREED that the patition

filed herein be and .the sume is herzby gronted.

. L SR :
Enter this the {C = day of Maych » 1969,

MW‘JL‘G&L 4L ‘ :

. JUDGE
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QZBQ)
JUDGE "James Earl Ray, stand."

JUDGE.  "Have your lawyers explained all your rights to you and do

: you understand them?"

_ DEFENDANT "Yes"

; JUDGE Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jﬁry on the

charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, the puaish-
v ment for Murder in the First Degree ranging from Death by

: Electrocution to any time over twenty years? The burden of

PR

proof is on the State of Tennessee ‘to prove you,gpilt;'bg-
yond a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainéy and the de-
cision of the Jury must be unanimous both ‘as to guilt and
punishment?

. ‘ In the event of a jury verdict against you, you would
:_‘ have the right to file é‘Mdtion for a New Trial addressed to

the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against

.
o

) ’ you on your Motion for a New Trial, you would.have the right
1

e

=i

to successive appeals to ‘the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap-

peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file

a pe-
tition for review: by the Sﬁpreme Court of the United States?

- Do you undérstapd'that.ybu have all these rights?"
- £ pereNpaNT 'vesn

- wn WO
e . B
T Wre a M 4

R
xoww

%f JUDGE "You are entering a plea of Guilty to Murder in the First
by Lo ' Degree as charged in: the Indictment and are compromising
?‘ - and. settling your case on agreed punishment of ninety-nine
‘o years in the State -Penitentiary. Is this what you want to
;.“ < do?” .
' DEFENDANT  "Yes" ) ‘
© " JUDGE

"Do you understand that you are waiving, which means “giving
. up", a.forma2l trial by your Plea of Guilty although the laws
of this State require the prosecution to present certain evi-

dence to a jury in all cases of Pleas of Guilty to Murder in

. _ 7 the First Degree? g N
. ’ ' i .’“‘,—-"-
) Yt 4! : - : ) <
N v . ;'{«.‘ S ' . 3 .
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Vo§r Dire of Deﬂ,ant on Waiver and Order - '

"DEFENDANT

JUDGE
DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DEFENDANT
JUDGE'

" DEFENDANT

- 7
o S - TV e

By your plea of guilty yéﬁ are also waiving your right§
to (1) Motion for a New Trial;‘fZJ Suécessive Appeals to-
the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals -and ‘the Suprenme
Couxrt of Tennessee; (3) Petition for RevieW‘byfthe'éupreme

“Court of the United States. ‘

By your plea of guilty you are also abandoning and
waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Motions
and Petitions in which the -Court has-herétofore ruleéd against
you in whole or in part; among them being:

* ° 1. Motion to withdraw~pléa and quash indictment

2. Motion to inspect evidence

3. Motion to remove lights and tameréslﬁfom jail, -

4, .Motion.for private consultétion witﬁ'aé&érney

5. Petition to éuthori;e defendant to take depoéitions

6. Motion to permit conference with Huie

7. Motion to pe?mit photographs
8. Motion to designate court reporters
‘9. Mstion to stipulate testimony
10. Suggestion of proper name" .
"Yes* .
"Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in
the penitentiary been promised to you to get you to plead
guilty? Has anything else been promised you by anyone?"
"™o"
"Has any pressure of any kind, by aﬁyone in any way been
used on you to get you to plead guilty?"
mgh
“"Are you pleading guilty to Murder in the First Degree in
this case because you killed Dr. Martin Luther-King under
such circumstances that would make you legélly guilty of
.Mu;der in the First Degree under the law as explained to
you by your lawyers?"

"Y’es " R . -

i
T
1
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Page 3 <
' Voir Dire of Defendant on Waiver and Order

entered by you?"

DEFENDANT  "Yes"

of its meaning and consequences?"
DEFENDAMT  "Yes" .
JUDGE “You may be scated."

Gt B B K
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R agreed punishment of ninety-nine years in the State ‘Peni-

«

JUDGE “Is this Plea of Guilty on your part the free act of your

PR

JUDGE “Is this Plea of Guilty to Murder in the First Degree with

tentiary, freely, §oluntari1y and understandingly made and,

free will, made with your full knowledge and understanding

~199-
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EXHIBIT 17
(Classified)
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EXHIBIT 18
(Classified)
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